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PROGRAMME REVIEW REPORT 
 

Part A: Summary Report  
CONFIRMED 

 
 

A1 Programme Specification Title(s) 

 
Education Studies Network 
(Revised title ‘Education Studies Programmes’ approved as part of the review) 

 

A2 Home Department/School Department of Childhood, Youth and Education 
Studies 

A3 Home Faculty Education 

A4 Type of Event Review 

A5 Date of Event 27 January 2016 

A6 Objectives of Event 

To ensure that the design, academic standards and quality of learning opportunities of the 
existing provision - together with the proposed developments, given strategic approval on 08 
August 2015 (SA ref PARM/15/06 refers) and outlined in 7 below: 

a. remain appropriate to the awards to which the provision leads; 
b. are aligned with institutional regulations and policies; 
c. are aligned with national benchmarks (particularly the Framework for Higher 

Education Qualifications and relevant subject benchmarks); 
d. are informed by relevant professional and employment demands.   

 

A7 Brief Outline of Proposal/Proposed Developments  

Brief history of the Programme 
 
In 1999, Manchester Metropolitan University was one of the first academic institutions to 
include Education Studies within its newly approved BA/BSc Joint Honours Programme at the 
then Crewe and Alsager Faculty.  In 2005, Education was approved as a new principal subject 
within the Combined Honours Programme in Manchester.  
 
In 2010, the deferred Review of Education Studies saw an expansion of the programme to 
include: BA (Hons) Education Studies, Graduate Certificate in Education Studies, Graduate 
Diploma in Education Studies and the MA Education Studies.  
 
In February 2011, as part of the University’s EQAL (Enhancing Quality and Assessment for 
Learning) process 4 new 30 credit units were developed at Level 4.  In the same year a Major 
Modification to the programme introduced a new MA Education Studies (English Language 
Teaching). 
 
Four Major Modifications to the Programme have taken place since last the review in 2012, 
details as follows: 
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1. Changes to University- wide Foundation Year and Combined Honours Programme 
  (PARM/12/016)  
2. Inclusion of BA (Hons) Arts and Humanities Education (PARM12/082) 
3. Inclusion of new route: BA(Hons) Inclusive Education, SEN and Disability Studies  

(PARM/13/060) 
4. Change of title of award: from ‘BA (Hons) Inclusive Education, SEN & Disability Studies’ to 

‘BA (Hons) Inclusive Education and Disability Studies’ (PARM/14/092) 
 
Key features of the current review submission 
 

 A change the title of the overarching Programme Specification to that of ‘Education 
Studies Programmes’ to align it with faculty programme naming conventions.  

 

 Discontinuation of the following awards from 2015: 
- MA Education Studies (English Language Teaching) 
- MA Education Studies (Lifelong Learning) 
- BA (Hons) Arts and Humanities Education 
- Foundation Year links to BA (Hons) Arts and Humanities Education  
- Graduate Diploma in Education Studies (international Students only)  
- Foundation Year links to the BA (Hons) Inclusive Education, Special Education Needs 

and Disability Studies 
- Foundation Year link to the BA (Hons)Education & Early Childhood Studies 
- BA (Hons) Inclusive Education, Special Education Needs and Disability Studies 

 

 Discontinuation of the following awards from 2016: 
- BA (Hons) Education and Early Childhood Studies (Cheshire) 
- Foundation Year links to the BA (Hons) Education & Early Childhood Studies  
- Combined Honours Awards in Manchester: 

- BA (Hons) Education Studies with XY  
- BA (Hons) Education Studies and XY  
- BA (Hons) XY with Education Studies  

- Single Honours Awards available through Combined Honours: 
- BA (Hons) Education Studies 

- The following approved Subject Combinations administered by this Programme 
Specification:  

- English and Maths 
- The following approved Subject Combinations administered by other Programme 

Specifications 
- Psychology  
- Sociology 
- TESOL 

 

 Relocation of the following award to another programme specification from 2016: 
- MA Education Studies 

 

 Amended award titles: 
- BA (Hons) Inclusive Education and Disability Studies 
- Foundation Year link with the BA (Hons) Inclusive Education and Disability Studies 
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(amended) 
 

 The following new award titles together with links to the Foundation Year are proposed 
for 2016: 
- BA (Hons) Education, Global and Citizenship Studies  
- BA (Hons) Religion, Education and Community  
- BA (Hons) Education, Theatre and Performance  
- BA (Hons) Education Studies (Early Years Specialism) 

 

 New cross university provision from 2016: 
- Three 15 credit cross university option units - at Levels 4, 5 and 6  
- A cross university core strand of specified 30 credit ‘Education’ Units drawn from the 

Education Studies Programme to be available for adoption by individual programmes 
through the usual modification process.   The specified ‘Education’ units will replace a 
30 credit subject specific unit at each level. The adoption of those “Education Units by 
a programme would lead to an award of BA/BSc(Hons) Subject X with Education 

 

 All of the above changes will be “rolled in” as the old curriculum “rolls out”; no current 
students will be affected by the changes. 
 

A8 Conduct of the Event and Panel Membership 

The event, comprising private Panel meetings and meetings of the Panel with members of 
the programme team and representatives of current/former students, was held at the Brooks 
Building, Manchester Campus   
 
The Panel included the following internal members: 
 

 Dr Nicoletta di Ciolla (Chair) 

 Miss Yvonne Rennison (Chair Shadow) 

 Dr Gee Macrory (Faculty representative) 

 Miss Sarah Shaw (CASQE representative) 

 Ms Amarpreet Kaur (Student representative) 

 Mrs Veronica Horne (Panel Secretary) 
 
The panel included the following external member appointed by the Head of Centre for 
Academic Standards & Quality Enhancement after nomination by the Faculty: 
 

 Dr Wendy Bignold (Liverpool Hope University) 
 

A9 Documentary Evidence Base 

 Programme Specification 

 Unit Specification Proformas 

 Subject External Examiner comments & Programme team response*  

 Course Development Plan (including approved Strategic Approval Form) 

 Summary CVs of staff teaching on the programme 

 Confirmation that the proposal for cross-University Education Studies units has been 
given final approval by AQSC 
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*NB: the Programme Team’s response was not available to the Panel. 

A10 Conclusions on Innovation and Good Practice 

The Panel identified the following aspects of good practice: 
 
The efforts of the Programme Team in establishing a more coherent programme staffed by a 
dedicated and cohesive team.   
 
The development of this programme which is intellectually stimulating and grounded on 
strong and convincing theoretical premises but in doing so does not compromise the 
employability aspect. 
 
The quality of the team that seems to be strong, cohesive, committed to the Programme and 
well qualified to deliver it. 
 
The range of interesting and exciting units. 
 
The very positive and robust discussions with the Panel.   
 

A11 Conclusions on Quality and Standards 

The Panel concluded that the intended learning outcomes of the provision were being 
achieved by students, that the standards of the University’s awards were being maintained 
and that the provision, as modified, remained current and valid in the light of developing 
knowledge in the discipline, practice in its operation and developments in teaching and 
learning. 
 

A12 Summary of Outcome 

The Panel recommended: 
 
 Continued approval of the Education Studies Programme with effect from September 

2016 , subject to fulfilment of the 5 conditions in Section A13 below. 
 
A full list of changes made as part of this Review event may be found in Appendix 1 of this 
report. 
 

A13 Conditions of Approval 

The following conditions of approval must be fulfilled before the Programme may 
commence: 
 

a. Review the documentation to ensure that there are no typographical or factual 
errors, and the documentation describes the most current version of the programme. 

b. Articulate more clearly what are the common elements of the Programme 
(knowledge, theory or ethos) in the documentation. 

c. Foreground the international dimension and global perspective that your programme 
offers, for instance emphasising the richness of your staff resources and learning 
resources. 

d. Review the unit specifications in order to: 
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a. ensure that the unit learning outcomes are appropriate to the level of 
achievement -  especially, but not exclusively, in the EdLab units, and that 
there is a clear sense of student progression between the levels; 

b. ensure that the content, unit learning outcomes  and assessment strategies 
are aligned appropriately so that: 

i. there is a sense of how students build knowledge progressing on the 
course; 

ii. the ULOs are appropriate for the content of the course and for the 
level of achievement; 

iii. the chosen assessment strategies are fit to test the stated ULOs. 
e. Ensure that the articulation of the transitional arrangements comply with the 

University regulations. 
6) Ensure that the provisions for articulation and APEL / APL comply with current 

 University regulations. 
 

A14i Deadline for Fulfilment of Conditions 

Friday 26 February 2016 
 

A15 Recommendations 

The Programme Team must consider and address explicitly the following recommendations 
in the course of its annual monitoring processes: 

1) In the Programme Specification, clarify the provision in place for inbound and 
outbound students (for example, the delivery of units in ‘short, fat mode’ to 
accommodate one term of study); 

2) Continue to monitor the effectiveness of the new arrangements in relation to student 
satisfaction levels, particularly with regard to teaching and learning and to work 
experience (parity of experiences / equality of opportunities). 
 

A16 Date of next scheduled review 
 

The next scheduled periodic review of the provision will be held during the Autumn/Spring 
term of the academic year 2021/22   
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Part C: Response to Conditions: Status Report 
 

Programme Title 
 

Education Studies Programmes 

Collaborative Partner(s): 
(where relevant) 

 

Type of Event 
 

Review 

Date of Event 
 

27 January 2016 

Deadline for 
 fulfilment of  
Conditions: 
 

Academic 
conditions  

26 February 2016 

Formal  
Agreement(s) 

n/a 

Panel Chair 
 

Dr Nicoletta di Ciolla 

 

Response to be approved by (indicate as appropriate) 
 

Panel Chair on behalf of 
Panel 

YES 

All/designated Panel 
Member (please specify) 

 

  
 

C2 Documentation submitted to for approval 

Revised Programme Specifications, Unit Specifications and Course Development Plan 
 

 

C3 Panel Chair/Panel Member Comments 

 
I am satisfied that the team has responded to the conditions 

 

C4 Confirmation of approval 

 
I confirm that I am satisfied that the core condition(s) of approval has/have been fulfilled.  

 Signed:  
 
Date: 11th April 2016 
 

 

C5 For arrangements involving Collaborative Partners only: 

Date notification from Academic 
Collaboration Team  that Formal 
Agreement(s) signed by all parties 

N/A 
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Section D - For CASQE use only 
D1 Date Finalised Report Received 

 
11 April 2016 

D2 Date Panel Recommendation  & 
responses to conditions confirmed by 
Head of CASQE 

18 April 2016 

D3 Date final outcome reported to AQSC Annual Report on Quality and Standards 2015/16 

 
 


