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PROGRAMME REVIEW REPORT 
 
PART A: SUMMARY REPORT CONFIRMED 
 
 

A1 Programme Specification Title(s) 

Childhood Studies Programme (existing title) 
Early Years and Childhood Studies Programme (proposed title) 
 
A2 Home Department/School Multi Professional Programmes Area 

A3 Home Faculty Institute of Education 

A4 Type of Event Review 

A5 Date of Event 31 March 2011 

A6 Objectives of Event 

 
To ensure that the design, academic standards and quality of learning opportunities of the 
existing programme, together with the proposed developments, given strategic approval on 
13 March 2011 (SAF ref PARM/1/053 refers) and as outlined in 7 below, remain appropriate 
to the awards to which the programme leads and are informed by reference to institutional 
regulations and policies, national benchmarks and relevant professional and employment 
demands.   
 
A7 Outline of Proposal/Development(s) 
History of Modifications to the Programme: 
 
The programme was first validated in 1993 out of the recognition that there was a need for 
highly qualified and trained personnel to work with young children and their families. The 
programme has consistently sought to offer appropriate education and training to students 
who either already work in the childhood field but lack a qualification at degree level or to 
those who are interested in studying and working in the field. 
 
Since the last Review on 06 July 2005, the Programme has undergone two ADC Modifications, 
details as follows: 
 

1) Franchise of the FdA Early Years Practice to Macclesfield College (approval event 22 
October 2008) 
 

2) ADC Modification on 12 May 2011 to approve the following changes: 
 

i. Introduction of Level 4 units as follows: 
 

Students as Learners 
Narratives of Childhood 
Families: Identities and Diversity 
Children’s Services 
Understanding the Development of Children 
Children’s Learning: Practices and Pedagogies 
 

ii. Minor modifications to two level 5 units – ‘Play, Literature, Music and Art’ and 
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‘Understanding Children’s Development (2)’. 
 

iii. Introduction of new level 7 awards: (PG Cert Early Childhood Studies (Early Years 
Professional Pathway) and PG Cert in Early Childhood Studies. 

 
iv. New franchise arrangement with the South Cheshire College for the FdA Early 

Years Practice. 
 
The current proposal: 
 
The current Review proposed changes to the ‘new’ post Review programme, revised to 
reflect the University’s ‘EQAL’ initiative (for September 2011 implementation) and for 
modifications to level 5 and 6 of the ‘old’ programme running out (2010 – 2013 cohort). 
 
Structural changes to the Programme arising from the Review are as follows:  
 
‘new’ EQAL programme changes  
Year One  
From 6 x 20 credit units to 4 x 30 credit units  
Year Two  
From 6 x 20 credit units to 4 x 30 credit units  
Year 3  
From 4 x 20 + 1 x 40 credit unit to 2 x 30 + 1 x 60 credit units  
 
‘old’ 2010-2013 changes 
Level 5 & Level 6  
No changes to number of units studied or credit values, but some amended unit titles. 
 
A8 Conduct of the Event and Panel Membership 

 
The event, comprising private panel meetings and meetings of the panel with members of the 
programme team and representatives of current and former students, was held on the 
Didsbury Campus. 
 
The panel included the following internal members: 
 
 Dr Peter Banister (Chair) 
 Mrs Penny Sweasey (FADC member) 
 Mr Robert Baker (CASQE Representative) 
 Ms Veronica Horne (Panel Secretary) 
 
The panel included the following external member appointed by the Head of Centre for 
Academic Standards & Quality Enhancement after nomination by the Faculty: 
 
 Dr Mary Wild (Oxford Brookes University) 

 
A9 Documentary Evidence Base 

 
 Programme Specifications (x2) 
 Unit Specification Proformas 
 Subject External Examiner comments 
 Course Development Plan (including approved Strategic Approval Form) 
 Summary CVs of staff teaching on the programme 
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A10 Conclusions on Innovation and Good Practice 

 
The Panel identified the following aspects of good practice: 
 

 the very enthusiastic students, who spoke highly of the flexibility and diversity of the 
possible pathways through the Programme; 

 the way the Programme had responded well to market conditions; 
 the links with employer representatives, who had commented positively on the impact 

of the Programme on the locality; 
 the excellent team work (both the multidisciplinary nature of the Programme Team, 

who were from a wide variety of backgrounds, and the way that all team members had 
contributed to the discussions with the Review panel); 

 the way the Programme met employers’ needs and the currency of the referenced 
books and other sources; 

 the highly valued research and the useful outcomes of it. 
 
A11 Conclusions on Quality and Standards 

 
The Panel concluded that the intended learning outcomes of the programme were being 
achieved by students, that the standards of the University’s awards were being maintained 
and that the programme as modified remains current and valid in the light of developing 
knowledge in the discipline, practice in its operation and developments in teaching and 
learning. 
A12 Summary of Outcome 

 
The Panel recommended: 
 
Continued approval with effect from September 2011 [subject to fulfilment of the 6 conditions 
in Section A13 below.] 
 
A full list of the award titles approved may be found in paragraphs 2-4 of the updated 
programme specification. 
 
A full list of changes made as part of this Review event may be found in Appendix 1 of this 
report. 
A13 Condition(s) of Approval 

 
The following conditions of approval must be fulfilled before the programme may commence: 
 

1) To ensure that the documents are checked and amended where necessary to ensure 
that they reflect all EQAL requirements, for example, to ensure that all requirements 
for resources have been added to the unit proformas.  [B8.3, B5.5*] 

2) To ensure that the documents have been fully amended following the DAF process, 
particularly with respect to the Programme aims, the introduction to the various routes 
through the Programme, the awards and the relationship with the CWDC. [B8.3, B3.6, 
B4.3, B4.4] 

3) To clarify the Programme Specification with respect to: 
- the awards structures; 
- admission; 
- transfer between routes; 
- placements;  
- the progress through the various routes and pathways; 
- details of which placements apply to which awards.  [B3.6, B4.3, B4.4, B4.5] 

4) To clarify the position with respect to the Combined Honours award, as follows: 
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- add details of which units will be on offer for each variant of the award;  
- establish whether the Combined Honours award will be offered at Crewe, at 

Manchester, or at both sites; 
- determine the time scales for implementation at both sites. [B3.5] 

5) To ensure that signed formal Collaborative Agreements are in place for the franchise 
arrangements with South Cheshire and Macclesfield Colleges before delivery of the 
Programme commences. [B5.7] 

6) To ensure that formal approval of the new University award [Postgraduate Certificate 
in Early Childhood Studies (Early Years Professional Pathway)] is confirmed before 
delivery of the Programme commences.  [B8.1] 

*  Each condition has been cross-referenced  to the relevant paragraph in Section B where 
discussion of the condition has been recorded. 
A14 Deadline(s) for Fulfilment of Condition(s) 

 
Friday 06 May 2011 
 
A15 Recommendations 

 
Recommendation to the Programme Team: 
 
The Programme Team must consider and address explicitly the following recommendations 
in the course of its annual monitoring processes: 
 

1)  To consider implementing EQAL for the whole Programme in September 2011, in 
accordance with the DVC’s advice. 

2)  To clarify the requirements for the dissertation. 
3)  To consider redesigning the Programme prospectus entry and the web provision. 
4)  To consider setting up an employers’ forum to celebrate good practice and to 

maintain currency with the changes in the field. 
5)  To consider the possibility of introducing a community languages option. 

 
Recommendations to the University: 
 

1) To attempt to resolve access issues with the VLE, particularly for remote students, part 
time students and for those students studying on programmes on non-standard 
duration. 

2) To consider extending the Didsbury library opening hours, in order to enable better 
accessibility for part time students. 

3) To make improvements to the EQAL unit proforma database, to make it more user-
friendly. 

 
A16 Date of next scheduled review 

 
 
The next scheduled periodic review of the programme will be held during the Autumn/Spring 
term of 2016/17. 
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For CASQE use only 

A17 Date Report considered by Head 
of CASQE 
 

30 August 2011 

A18 Date of CASQE 
Recommendation to ASSc 

Submitted direct to ADC 28 September 2011 

 
End of Part A: Summary Report 
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PART C: RESPONSE TO CONDITIONS: STATUS REPORT 
 
Programme Title 
 

Early Years and Childhood Studies 

Type of Event 
 

Review 

Date of Event 
 

31 March 2011 

Deadline for fulfilment of 
Conditions 

06 May 2011 

Panel Chair 
 

Dr Peter Banister 

 
Response to be approved by (indicate as appropriate) 

 
Panel Chair on behalf of 
Panel 

 

All/designated Panel 
Member (please specify) 

 

 
 
1 Action Taken in Response to Condition(s) 

 
The Chair is being asked to approve all conditions. 
 
1) To ensure that the documents are checked and amended where necessary to ensure 

that they reflect all EQAL requirements, for example, to ensure that all requirements for 
resources have been added to the unit proformas.  [B8.3, B5.5] 

 
All EQAL units now include the following information in the Special ICTS requirements  
Access to ICT facilities including internet facilities during classroom taught sessions.  
Students may need to hire digital camera equipment/ digital recorders etc for research 
purposes 
 
All EQAL units now include the following information in the Additional requirements 
section 
Students may be required to participate in visits to relevant off site settings for example 
museums and art galleries.  The involvement of outside speakers will be provided where 
appropriate.   
 
To address B 5.5 all EQAL units now include a list of recommended journals to support 
unit content in this area.   
 
To address B8.3 with reference to the original requirements of the CASQE DAF process: ‐  
The IoE's generic assessment criteria is included in the section of the ASSESSMENT 
CRITERIA FOR UNIT/ELEMENTS OF ASSESSMENT unit proformas of the 'existing' pre‐EQAL 
degree. 
 
Within the Assessment Strategies section the method of assessment is included alongside 
a clear explanation as to how students will meet the unit learning outcomes through this 
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method of assessment.  In cases where there are two elements of assessment the 
learning outcomes being assessed are clearly indicated.    

  
2) To ensure that the documents have been fully amended following the DAF process, 

particularly with respect to the Programme aims, the introduction to the various routes 
through the Programme, the awards and the relationship with the CWDC. [B8.3, B3.6, 
B4.3, B4.4] 
 
The documents have been amended as detailed in the DAF comments.  The Programme 
Team have worked closely with Rob Baker of CASQE and Rachel Forsyth of CeLT on this. 

 
3) To clarify the Programme Specification with respect to: 

‐  the awards structures; 
- Admission;  
- transfer between routes; 
- placements;  
- the progress through the various routes and pathways; 
- details of which placements apply to which awards.   

 
Both Programme Specifications have been amended as requested.  The Programme Team 
have worked closely with Rob Baker of CASQE and Rachel Forsyth of CeLT on this. 
 

 
4) To clarify the position with respect to the Combined Honours award, as follows: 

- add details of which units will be on offer for each variant of the award;  
- establish whether the Combined Honours award will be offered at Crewe, at 

Manchester, or at both sites; 
- determine the time scales for implementation at both sites. [B3.5] 

 
Details of the Combined Honours awards have been added to the Programme 
Specification. 

 
5) To ensure that signed formal Collaborative Agreements are in place for the franchise 

arrangements with South Cheshire and Macclesfield Colleges before delivery of the 
Programme commences. [B5.7] 
 
The Collaborative Partnerships Office confirmed by e‐mail on 20th May2011 that signed 
letters of variation from the existing Agreements are in place for both partner colleges.   

 
6) To ensure that formal approval of the new University award [Postgraduate Certificate in 

Early Childhood Studies (Early Years Professional Pathway)] is confirmed before delivery 
of the Programme commences.  [B8.1] 
 
Approved Academic Board 22nd June 2011. 
 

 
 
 
2 Documentation submitted to for approval 
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Programme Team’s Response  
Revised Programme Specifications (x2) 
Unit proformas 
 
 
3 Panel Chair/Panel Member Comments 

All the conditions have now been met 
 
 
 
 
4 Confirmation of approval 

I confirm that I am satisfied that the conditions of approval have been fulfilled. 

Signed:          
 
Date:             30 July 2011 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For CASQE use only 
C3 Date(s) Response to Conditions 

considered by Head of CASQE 
30 August 2011 

C4 Date(s)  CASQE 
Recommendation(s) on 
conditions submitted to ASSc 

Submitted direct to ADC 28 September 2011 

C5  ASSc outcome  
 

Approved 

 
End of Part C: Response to Conditions 


