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This definitive document is valid for the period of approval confirmed at the time of the approval/last review 
event and relates to provision approved at that point. Programme specifications are updated on an annual 
basis to include modifications approved through the University’s quality assurance processes.   
 
This version provides a description of the programme as approved for the academic session indicated in 
section 3 of the following table. 
 

1 Date of initial Approval or last review: 14 May 2009 

2 Effective date of Approved/Reviewed Programme Specification: 
eg1 September 2014 -31 August 2020 

September 2009 

3 This Version effective from: September 2016 

4 Version number: 2009/version 8 

 
 

Modifications to Definitive Document 
 

Modifications to the definitive document since approval/ last review are listed in the History of 
Modifications at the back of the document. 
 
 

Cross Referencing of Programme Specifications 
 

The following 
elements of 
provision 
included in this 
document is/ 
are also 
included in the 
following 
programme 
specifications 

Unit Programme Specification 

 
Analysing Movement 
Clinical Exercise Physiology 
Cardiorespiratory Physiology 

 
MA/MSc Exercise and Sport 

Amendments made to provision listed in this table, must also be reflected  in the  relevant 
programme specifications listed above 
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Part One 
 
Programme Specification 
 

0 Brief descriptive summary 
 

 
This Masters programme seeks to enhance the critical thinking and reflective skills required 
to foster and enhance the development of an advanced physiotherapy practitioner in relation 
to personal, professional and organisational goals.  In particular it seeks to promote the 
opportunities for practitioners to develop theories that will challenge both current thinking and 
its application to the practitioner’s work, potentially leading to the development of practice 
itself. 
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Basic Programme Details 
 

1 Programme title/code(s) 
 

Advanced Physiotherapy Practice Programme 
 

2 Mode(s) and duration 
(where applicable) 
 

Full-time or part-time 

3 Awarding institution 
 

Manchester Metropolitan University 

4 Teaching institution(s) 
 

Manchester Metropolitan University 
 

5 Final award(s)/title(s) 
 

 

 MSc Physiotherapy (post registration) 

 MSc Musculoskeletal Physiotherapy  

 MSc Cardiorespiratory Physiotherapy 

 MSc Manual Therapy  
 

6 FHEQ position 
 

Masters Level (7) 
 

7 Interim award(s)/title(s) 
 

 

 PgDip Physiotherapy  

 PgDip Musculoskeletal Physiotherapy  

 PgDip Cardiorespiratory Physiotherapy 

 PgDip Manual Therapy 
or 

 PgCert Physiotherapy  

 PgCert Musculoskeletal Physiotherapy  

 PgCert Cardiorespiratory Physiotherapy 

 PgCert Manual Therapy 
 

8 Home Department/ 
School/ Institute 

Health Professions 
 

9 Home Faculty 
 

Health, Psychology and Social Care 

10 UCAS code(s) 
 

Not applicable 

11 Description of 
collaborative provision 
or academic 
partnership 

N/A 

12 Collaborative 
partner(s)  
 

N/A 

13 Date and Period of 
approval of most 
recent MMU 
review/approval 

Review: 14 May 2009 
Panel recommended continued approval. 
 
Years: 6 years 
 
From: 1 September 2009 
 
To: 31 August 2015 
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14 PS/1 effective date: 
 

September 2009 

15 QAA Benchmark 
Statement(s)  

Physiotherapy subject review benchmarking statement 
(QAA, 2001) does not address postgraduate 
programmes 
 

16 Date/outcome of last 
QAA engagement (or 
equivalent)  
 

QAA Major Review of Healthcare Provision: May / June 
2005  
 Academic and Practitioner Standards – Confidence  
 Quality of Learning Opportunities – Commendable  
 

17 PSRB(s) 
 

 Chartered Society of Physiotherapy (CSP) 

 Manipulation Association of Chartered Physiotherapists 
(MACP) 
 

18 Date, Outcome & 
Period of Approval of 
last PSRB 
approval/accreditation  

15th January 2015 
Outcome: approved by MACP and accredited by CSP on an 
open-ended basis. 
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Programme Aims and Learning Outcomes 
 

19 Programme Aims 
 

MMU General Educational Aims: 

 the development of students' intellectual and imaginative powers;  

 the development of students' understanding and judgment; 

 the development of students' problem solving skills;  

 the development of students' ability to communicate;  

 the development of students' ability to see relationships within what they have learned and 
to perceive their field of study in a broader perspective; 

 the stimulation of an enquiring, analytical and creative approach, encouraging independent 
judgment and critical self-awareness; and 

 the development of students' ability to locate, assimilate and present information in any 
appropriate medium and from a range of sources 

 
Programme Aims 

 To keep an external focus and to continually strive to be the first choice for employers, 
students, researchers and teaching staff through close and productive working 
partnerships. 

 To have a reputation for excellence by developing and maintaining our external reputation, 
through the highest quality teaching and research that maximises student success. 

 To widen participation by providing access for all who can benefit to an extensive range of 
units and programmes to meet changing needs, together with strong support mechanisms 
for the wider student community. 

 To embed excellent research and maintain the respect of the wider academic community 
for innovative research. 

 To promote flexibility by providing new and varied flexible learning methods to increase 
efficiency and effectiveness. 

 To utilise the expertise of all staff as effectively as possible to develop increasing and 
sustainable levels of income. 

 To enable students to develop a wide range of skills, knowledge and attributes that will 
assist in the promotion of quality professional services. 

 To enable students to develop their ability to work collaboratively with diverse workforces 
and diverse communities. 

 To facilitate opportunities for students to participate in inter-professional and, where 
appropriate, inter-agency learning and work. 

 To strengthen the student’s capacity to apply methods of enquiry and evaluation to their 
daily practice and to understand and use evidence-based practice as part of their work. 

 To develop the student’s capacity to work on the basis of evidence and evaluation as part 
of their professional commitment to furthering knowledge and improving standards of 
practice in their field 

 To encourage critical exploration of issues impacting on the student’s practitioner role 

 To call on the student’s own experience of working as part of a process of gaining critical 
understanding and insight of their work. 

 To enable the student to challenge assumptions that operate at a local organisational and 
professional level and which influence practice. 

 To facilitate the career development of students in the divergent fields of practice, 
research and education by developing a wide variety of transferable skills. 

 To provide postgraduate students with a flexible programme within which they are able to 
choose appropriate routes to extend their existing knowledge and skills and to study and 
research  theory and practice in health and related areas at an advanced level 
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 To enable postgraduate students to acquire specialist knowledge and skills, which give 
due recognition to the diversity of society and student experience, and which will underpin 
their future interests in learning, careers and professional development 

 To enable students to have extended their awareness of the range of methodological 
approaches which may be pertinent to specific research topics, and appreciate the 
advantages and disadvantages of applying alternative methodological approaches to their 
chosen research topic 

 To facilitate expertise in specialised methods of enquiry and have developed the 
competence and confidence necessary to contemplate research at PhD level 

 

 
 

20 Programme Learning Outcomes 
 

MMU General Educational Outcomes: 
 
Successful students will be able to develop and demonstrate transferable intellectual skills, in 
particular their ability to: 

 

 communicate clearly in speech, writing and other appropriate modes of expression 

 argue rationally and draw independent conclusions based on a rigorous, analytical and 
critical approach to data, demonstration and argument 

 apply what has been learned 

 demonstrate an awareness of the programme of study in a wider context 
 
Programme Learning Outcomes 
 
Students completing the programme will have demonstrated: 
 

 A systematic understanding of knowledge, and a critical awareness of current problems 
and /or new insights, much of which is at, or informed  by, the forefront of their area of 
professional practice. 

 A comprehensive understanding of techniques applicable to their own research or 
advanced scholarship. 

 Originality in the application of knowledge, together with a practical understanding of how 
established techniques of research and enquiry are used to create and interpret 
knowledge in the discipline. 

 Conceptual understanding that enables the student: 
 To evaluate critically current research and advanced scholarship in the discipline; and 
 To evaluate methodologies and develop critiques of them and, where appropriate, to 

propose new hypotheses. 

 The qualities and transferable skills necessary for employment requiring: 
 The exercise of initiative and personal responsibility; 
 Decision making in complex and unpredictable situations; and 
 The independent learning ability required for continuing professional development. 
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21 Interim Learning Outcomes 
 

 
Students completing the PgDip will have demonstrated: 

 A systematic understanding of knowledge, and a critical awareness of current problems 
and /or new insights, much of which is at, or informed  by, the forefront of their area of 
professional practice. 

 A comprehensive understanding of techniques applicable to their own research or 
advanced scholarship. 

 Originality in the application of knowledge, together with a practical understanding of how 
established techniques of research and enquiry are used to create and interpret 
knowledge in the discipline. 

 Conceptual understanding that enables the student: 
- To evaluate critically current research and advanced scholarship in the discipline; and 
- To evaluate methodologies and develop critiques of them and, where appropriate, to 

propose new hypotheses. 
 
Typically, students completing the PgDip will have: 

 The qualities and transferable skills necessary for employment requiring: 
- The exercise of initiative and personal responsibility; 
- Decision making in complex and unpredictable situations; and 
- The independent learning ability required for continuing professional development. 

 

 
 

22 Teaching/Learning and Assessment Strategies 
 

Students are consumers and the teaching, learning and assessment strategy must ensure that it 
engages with their expectations and personal and professional needs.  
 
The teaching, learning and assessment strategies must ensure that they engage with student 
expectations and personal and professional needs.  
            
   
The overall strategies for teaching, learning and assessment within the Programme will be 
commensurate with Level 7 academic descriptors. They will ensure that the student groups 
are educated in ways that assure these academic standards and promote life-long learning 
whilst at the same time addressing their needs and, where appropriate, the needs of 
professional practice.  It is particularly important to recognise that all students entering the 
Programme  are mature,  professional practitioners who, at the end of their studies will wish 
to and be expected to, make a difference to practice; the overall strategy therefore is one that 
will enable students, where appropriate, to make a beneficial impact on practice.  The 
strategies are ones that perpetually integrate theory and practice. These strategies will 
respect the diversity of students, their learning styles and, where appropriate, their client 
populations and the various workforces with whom students work.   
 
The overall strategies will be facilitative, stimulating, reflective, interactive, experiential, 
intellectual and respectful of students’ previous knowledge and experience.  The focus will be 
on challenging and enjoyable learning that can be transferred to future situations: practice 
and continuing personal and professional development.  
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Learning and Teaching  Delivery 
Each unit will reflect these strategies. Different modes of learning will be incorporated eg 
campus based taught, blended learning. Use is made of the VLE ,including repositories, Pod 
Casts and discussion boards To disseminate key information lectures will be utilised but 
mainly theory and practical group work, presentations, and tutorials in relation to practice will 
be employed. Problem based learning is a key method  Expert practitioners will be used 
where appropriate 
 
Details of  the learning and teaching methods and the assessment process(es) to be used 
will be given to students when they commence their  units of study 
 
Students will be encouraged to take responsibility for their own learning and wherever 
possible will be able to be involved in decisions about the way in which their learning is 
planned. 
 
Level of Learning 
There are occasions when different level students (7 and 6) will learn together, each student 
benefiting from shared learning.  When this is the case ‘Level Tutorials’ will be utilised so that 
each level has the opportunity to learn according to their need and meet broad and specific 
Level learning outcomes. Unit assessments will reflect the specific level of achievement 
 
The Assessment Strategy  

 The Programme assessment strategies, criteria and processes are developed and 
evaluated taking MMU summative assessment policy into consideration.  They are 
transparent, fair and consistently applied. Moreover, they are responsive to the Faculty 
quality monitoring and evaluation processes. 

 Assessment, learning and academic development are linked through preparation for 
assessment, feedback and the student’s progress  

 Where appropriate, assessment contributes to the maintenance of professional standards 
and has relevance to contemporary professional practice. 

 Assessment enables demonstration that intended learning outcomes have been achieved. 
 
Within these strategies a wide range of assessment methods* are used in order to reflect the 
unit  learning outcomes, meet differing learning styles of students , provide variety within the 
Programme . 
Recognition of the amount of student effort involved is normally the equivalent of 4,500 words 
for a 20 credit unit.  Dissertation and project work can be an exception. 
  
* These include, inter alia: Essays, written and practical examinations, presentations, poster 

presentations, case studies, literature reviews, formative exercises, portfolios, projects, and 
assessment of practice 

 

 
 

23 Programme structures, levels, credits, awards and curriculum map 
 

 
The Advanced Physiotherapy Practice Programme consists of  4 routes leading to an 
MSc (physiotherapy, musculoskeletal physiotherapy, cardiorespiratory physiotherapy and 
manual therapy) , all of which require 180 credits, 120 taught and 60 independent 
research/literature review dissertation. [see page 5 for the curriculum map].  
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24 Personal Development Planning  
 

 
Many of the students enrolling on the programme will already have personal development 
plans organised through their professional context of employment.  They will be encouraged 
to discuss their aspirations for study within this context. Full time international students will be 
asked to complete personal development plans as part of personal tutoring system 
 

 
 

 

25 Placement and/or Work-based Learning Activities 
 

 
In the route that attracts professional recognition (MSc /Pg Dip Manual Therapy), placement 
learning is mandatory. Learning through practice is facilitated by a mentor who can be 
supported by experienced musculoskeletal practitioners, this being contingent upon the 
MACP CEA regulation.  Students must either negotiate or be ‘allocated’ a mentor / practice 
teacher before the programme or unit commences 
 
The following matters apply: 
 

 Learning is facilitated by an MACP mentor and supported from the University by the 
relevant unit leader/link tutor  

 The mentor will provide a profile of practice learning opportunities and negotiate a learning 
contract with the student.  

 The mentor and the University Link tutor will jointly carry out the summative assessments. 

 On completion of the unit or programme, the student and mentor will evaluate the 
effectiveness of the practice placement.  

 
Further detail on specific practice learning outcomes, essential practice learning, the role of the 
mentor and assessment of the unit is provided in the Unit Handbook. 
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26 Points of Reference 
 

Internal 
 

University Policy documents: 
 

 University Mission and Strategic Aims  

 Programme Approval, Review and Modification Procedures outlined on the Centre for 
Academic Standards & Quality Enhancement website  

 Relevant University Assessment Regulations for Programmes of Study  Taught 
Postgraduate 

 University Curriculum Framework Taught Postgraduate 

 MMU Strategy for Learning, Teaching and Assessment  

 Institutional Code of Practice for the Assessment of Students  

 University Standards Descriptors  

 University’s Equality and Diversity policy  

 University Academic Ethics Framework 

 Student Engagement Policy 

 Programme Handbooks 

 Management of Programme Delivery 

 Policy for Accreditation of Prior Learning 

 ICP for Placement and Work-based Learning 

 Recruitment and Admissions Policy 
 

Programme Specific Information: 
 

 Previous  Programme Review Reports 

 Staff Research 

 Departmental Professional/Industrial Advisory Committees 

 Staff/Student Liaison Committees 
 

External 

 QAA Subject Benchmark statement 

 QAA Framework for HE Qualifications 

 QAA Quality Code 

 PSRB visit reports 

 PSRB requirements 

 External Examiner reports 

 Musculoskeletal Association of Chartered Physiotherapists (annual scrutineer’s 
report) 

 CSP endorsement of postgraduate programme, linked to MMU review 
 

 
 

 
This Programme Specification provides a concise summary of the main features of a 
Programme and the learning outcomes that a typical student might reasonably be expected 
to achieve and demonstrate if s/he take full advantage of the learning opportunities provided. 
 More detailed information on the learning outcomes, curriculum content, teaching/learning, 
assessment methods for each unit and on the Programme’s relationship to QAA Subject 
Benchmark Statements may be found in the definitive document and student handbook for 
the Programme.  The accuracy of the information in this document is reviewed periodically by 

http://www.mmu.ac.uk/about/corporate-strategy/
http://www.mmu.ac.uk/academic/casqe/event/
http://www.mmu.ac.uk/academic/casqe/event/
http://www.mmu.ac.uk/academic/casqe/regulations/assessment.php
http://www.mmu.ac.uk/academic/casqe/regulations/curriculum-frameworks.php
http://www.celt.mmu.ac.uk/ltastrategy/index.php
http://www.mmu.ac.uk/academic/casqe/regulations/docs/assessment_icp.pdf
http://www.mmu.ac.uk/academic/casqe/regulations/docs/assessment_procedures.pdf
file://///staff2staff.ad.mmu.ac.uk/Shared/SAS/CASQE/QA%20Working%20Documents/REVISED%20FORMS%20AND%20DOCUMENTS/DRAFTS/•%09http:/www.mmu.ac.uk/humanresources/equalities/sesconsultation/appendix-i-mmu-equality-&-diversity-policy.pdf
http://www2.mmu.ac.uk/rke/ethics-forms/
http://www.mmu.ac.uk/academic/casqe/regulations/docs/student_engagement_policy.pdf
http://www.mmu.ac.uk/academic/casqe/regulations/docs/prog_handbooks.pdf
http://www.mmu.ac.uk/academic/casqe/regulations/docs/programme-management.pdf
http://www.mmu.ac.uk/academic/casqe/regulations/docs/APL_policy.pdf
http://www.mmu.ac.uk/academic/casqe/regulations/docs/placement_icp.pdf
http://www.mmu.ac.uk/academic/casqe/regulations/docs/admissions_policy.pdf
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the University and may be subject to verification by the Quality Assurance Agency for Higher 
Education.
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PART TWO 
 
1 Admission Regulations 

 
Academic Board Principles 
 
The admission of a student to the Advanced Physiotherapy Practice programme 
complies with the University’s recruitment and admissions policy, and the Policy for the 
Accreditation of Prior Learning.  

 
The admissions regulations set out below shall be subject to such policies on entry 
requirements as the Academic Board may from time to time determine. 
 
The admission of a student to the programme must be based on the reasonable 
expectation that the student will be able to fulfil the objectives of the course/route for 
which they have applied and achieve the standard required for an award.  
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1.1 Standard Entry Requirements for the Programme 
 
All students applying for the programme will normally be interviewed or have their 
application carefully scrutinised in order to establish the relevance of the 
programme to their learning needs, the necessary commitment to learning and 
where appropriate, support from their manager / employer.  Interviews may be 
conducted in person or by telephone. 

 
Normally, two references will be required and normally one of these will be an 
academic reference. 

  
Applicants should normally fulfil one of the following criteria:- 
a) a first degree in Physiotherapy; 
b) a Graduate Diploma in Physiotherapy together with evidence of an 

approved and relevant post qualification education. 
 
Applicants for the MSc Manual Therapy course should also:  
a) have a minimum of 2 years clinical experience, of which 6 months  should 

   have been in neuromusculoskeletal out-patients; 
b) have access to neuromusculoskeletal patients whilst attending the 

 course. 
 
An entry requirement of at least two years’ clinical experience exists for the 
following programme elective unit (in addition to the mandatory Manual Therapy 
course units, as indicated above):  

 
- Foundation for Effective Leadership and Management within an 

Organisation 
 
Applicants whose first language is not English must provide evidence of 
proficiency in the English language.  Normally the minimum level of proficiency 
for acceptance on to this programme is an IELTS average score of 6.5 or TOEFL 
minimum score of 575 (233 on the computer based test, 90 on ICT testing).   

  
Specific Clinical Placement Unit Requirements  
 
Students on the MSc Manual Therapy course undertake mandatory Clinical 
Placement units. They must obtain a DBS check and health screening through 
the University procedure on admission to the course.   
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2 Curriculum Design and Organisation 
 

2.1 Curriculum Design and Overview 
 

(i) FLEXIBILITY  
The programme offers a flexible approach within which students are able to 
choose a relevant mode of study, route and appropriate units of study to 
extend their existing knowledge, skills and engagement with research. This 
flexibility allows for transfer between routes provided the units of study for 
any award equate to those stipulated in the programme diagrams. 

      
(ii) DIVERSITY  

By offering students choice in their diet of study they will experience diverse 
learning opportunities.  Students, where appropriate, will be able to choose 
elective units from both within the programme and from other parts of the 
University. Similarly, students enrolled within other university programmes 
will be able to access units within the programme for CPD purposes. 
 
Diversity in the student experience is also enabled by an assessment 
strategy that, where appropriate, encourages students to critically apply their 
learning to professional practice and its further development. 
  

(iii) INCLUSIVITY 
The programme will give study opportunities to a wide range of groups within 
the field of health.  For students on routes other than Manual Therapy, there 
is the opportunity to undertake optional units from the range of those offered 
across the other CPD provision in the Faculty that  are not designated as 
other profession specific , thereby increasing the interprofessional learning 
opportunities. 
 

(iv) EMPLOYABILITY 
The programme aims to provide qualified physiotherapists with the 
opportunity to foster their development as an advanced physiotherapy 
practitioner in relation to personal, professional and organisational goals. In 
particular it seeks to promote the critical thinking and reflective skills required 
to develop theories that will challenge – where appropriate – both current 
thinking and its application to the practitioner’s work, potentially leading to 
the development of practice itself. 
 
The Advanced Physiotherapy Practice Programme is endorsed by the 
Chartered Society of Physiotherapy (CSP) as a postgraduate opportunity for 
CPD. 
 
The MSc/Pg Dip Manual Therapy is an approved route to membership of  the 
Manipulation Association of Chartered Physiotherapists (MACP). The MACP 
is a clinical interest group of the CSP.  
 

(v) QUALITY ENHANCEMENT 
The programme will enable its students to pursue the goal of excellence 
within their practice of life-long learning.  Where appropriate, learning 
outcomes are focused, through the student’s efforts, within a context of 
organisational development.  A tripartite relationship between the student, 
their employer / mentor / practice teacher and the university will ensure that a 
student’s learning is embedded in this. However, the programme’s primary 
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relationship will be with the individual student and this will be reflected in our 
working practices concerning matters such as data protection. 
 

 
The programme offers four named routes for students wishing to develop in a number of areas 
of physiotherapy practice and in addition to enable them to undertake a dissertation project 
relevant to the named route. 
 
Option units listed are all approved for delivery, but may not all run in any one academic 
session. 
 



The Advanced Physiotherapy Practice Programme    Definitive Programme Document 

5 
 

MAP OF ROUTES 
 

MANDATORY CORE 
(All MSc / PgDip 

awards) 

Research Methods 20 Credits 

 

 

Mandatory Core Options 

 
60 Credits 

MSc 
MSK 

Physiotherapy 

 
60 Credits 

MSc 
Cardiorespiratory 

Physiotherapy 

 

                                                                                                                                                             

 

 

 
 

Optional Units 
20 Credits 

(MSc MSK Physiotherapy  / MSc Cardiorespiratory 
Physiotherapy) 

Achievable through Mandatory Core Options or 
Optional Units 

 

Mandatory Core Options 
80 Credits 

(MSc / PgDip Manual Therapy) 

Optional Units 
80 Credits 

 (MSc / PgDip Physiotherapy) 
Achievable through Mandatory Core Options or 

Optional units 

DISSERTATION OR MSC APP PROJECT 
60 Credits 

Exit  PgDip 

Exit  PgDip 
Exit  PgDip 

EXIT: MSc all routes 
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Unit specific information 
 
Certain units require pre-requisites or co-requisites (refer to individual unit proformas) 

 
The full range of specific Advanced Physiotherapy Practice Programme study units, 
specified as mandatory core, mandatory core options and optional units, is presented 
in Table 1, following page 
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Table 1 Units available within different routes and awards 
 
OPTION UNITS 
Option units listed below are all approved for delivery but may not all run in any one academic session. 
 

UNIT OF STUDY 
CREDITS Physiotherapy 

(post-registration) 
Musculoskeletal 
Physiotherapy 

Manual 
Therapy 

Cardiorespratory 
Physiotherapy 

Research Methods (Masters And PgDip 
Awards) 

20 
M 

M M M 

Principles of Clinical Management for Patients 
with Neuromusculoskeletal Dysfunction 
(Foundation Unit)  

20 
E 

 
CO 

 
M 

 

Assessment and Management of 
Neuromusculoskeletal Dysfunction in the  
Upper Quadrant 

20 
 

CO M  

Assessment and Management of 
Neuromusculoskeletal Dysfunction in the  
Lower Quadrant 

20 
 

CO M  

Clinical Placement: Upper Quadrant 10   M  

Clinical Placement: Lower Quadrant 10   M  

Orthopaedic Medicine Approach to 
Management of Spinal Conditions  

20 
E 

CO   

Orthopaedic Medicine Approach to 
Management of Peripheral Conditions  

20 
E 

CO   

Rehabilitation in Sport 20 E CO   

Independent Study  10 / 20  E CO / E  CO / E 

Rehabilitation of Older People 20 E E  E 

Management of the Acutely Ill and Critically Ill 
Patient 

20 
E 

  CO 

Management of Chronic Musculoskeletal Pain  20 E CO   

Approaches to Neurological Rehabilitation  20 E E  E 

Foundation for Effective Leadership and 
Management within an Organisation  

20 
E 

E  E 

Physical Activity and Health 20 E E  E 
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Analysing Movement  20 E CO   

Clinical Exercise Physiology  20 E E  CO 

Cardiorespiratory Physiology 20 E E  CO 

Dissertation (Masters Award) 60 CO CO CO CO 

MSc Advanced Physiotherapy Practice Project 60 CO CO CO CO 

 
M = MANDATORY CORE 
CO = CORE OPTION  
E= ELECTIVE –free choice depending on availability 
Shaded units are multi-professional options 
Units in italics delivered by MMU Cheshire Exercise and Sports Science Department  
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2.2 Assessment Descriptors for marking summative assessments 
 

2.2.1  Generic Level Descriptors 
 

All summative assessment will be marked in accordance with the University’s 
marking scheme, based on the following grading bands:  <45, 45 to 49, 50 to 
59, 60 to 69, >70%. The programme has introduced a within bandings addition 
to encourage the use of the higher banding level for excellent and outstanding 
work ie 70-84, 85-100  

 
Much of the study at Level 7 will have been at, or informed by, the forefront of 
an academic or professional discipline.  Students will have shown originality in 
the application of knowledge, and they will understand how the boundaries of 
knowledge are advanced through research. They will be able to deal with 
complex issues both systematically and creatively, and they will show originality 
in tackling and solving problems. 
 
They will have the qualities needed for employment in circumstances requiring 
sound judgement, personal responsibility and initiative in complex and 
unpredictable professional environments. 
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Unit Grading Criteria (excluding the Assessment of Practice)  

 
Grade and 
Percentage 

Mark 

 
Unit Assessment Grading Criteria 

 
 

Outstanding 
    pass 
    85 -100 

To pass  within this range, the student must not only clearly meet all the 
criteria for a pass, but do so while demonstrating ALL of the following: 

 the ability to integrate a wide range of different kinds of knowledge from 
within and outside the practice/discipline area 

 high levels of debate  

 Highly developed skills of critical analysis 

 The ability to exercise independent judgement in an informed and 
critical way 

 Evidence of original thought and generation of new ideas 

 The ability to sustain innovative work and to handle information in novel 
ways 

 
Excellent 

pass 
 

70 -84 

To pass  within this range, the student must not only clearly meet all the 
criteria for a pass, but do so while demonstrating SOME of the following: 

 the ability to integrate a wide range of different kinds of knowledge from 
within and outside the practice/discipline area 

 high levels of debate  

 Highly developed skills of critical analysis 

 The ability to exercise independent judgement in an informed and 
critical way 

 Evidence of original thought and generation of new ideas 

 The ability to sustain innovative work and to handle information in novel 
ways 

 
Pass 

 
 

50-69 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To pass at this level the student will have met the specific learning outcomes 
fully and will have met the following criteria well: 

 interpreted the instructions provided to produce a critical and balanced 
review of the issues; 

 organised and structured arguments based on their own independent 
study 

 used appropriate resources and quotes in supporting arguments, 
referencing all sources correctly 

 provided evidence of a wide range of relevant and up to date reading 
material and used this in the arguments presented 

 demonstrated the interaction between academic input and 
practitioner/subject issues 

 provided not only an understanding but also an application of course 
work and private study together with a critical analysis of 
practitioner/discipline experience 

 make informed judgements, about conclusions to be drawn from the 
findings of their own independent study, in relation to their area/field of 
practice/study generally 

 integrated understanding of course work with a critical review of 
practice/field, in a manner original to their own professional/academic 
experience 

 knowledge and understanding will be informed by the forefront of the 
discipline and although some gaps in knowledge and understanding 
may be demonstrated, they will not be crucial to the field of study 

 demonstrate a level of debate relating to the issue under discussion, 
rather than having merely presenting a balanced case for a given 
position in relation to this issue. 

 demonstrate an appropriate academic style and correct grammar 
(including punctuation and spelling)    
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Marginal  

Fail 
 

45 - 49 

 
To pass at this level the student will have met most but not all of the specific 
learning outcomes fully and will have met the following criteria at threshold 
level: 

 interpreted the instructions provided to produce a critical and balanced 
review of the issues; 

 organised and structured arguments based on their own independent 
study 

 used appropriate resources and quotes in supporting arguments, 
referencing all sources correctly 

 provided evidence of a wide range of relevant and up to date reading 
material and used this in the arguments presented 

 demonstrated the interaction between academic input and 
practitioner/subject issues 

 provided not only an understanding but also an application of course 
work and private study together with a critical analysis of 
practitioner/discipline experience 

 make informed judgements, about conclusions to be drawn from the 
findings of their own independent study, in relation to their area/field of 
practice/study generally 

 integrated understanding of course work with a critical review of 
practice/field, in a manner original to their own professional/academic 
experience 

 knowledge and understanding will be informed by the forefront of the 
discipline and although some gaps in knowledge and understanding may 
be demonstrated, they will not be crucial to the field of study 

 demonstrate a level of debate relating to the issue under discussion, 
rather than having merely presenting a balanced case for a given 
position in relation to this issue. 

 demonstrate an appropriate academic style and correct grammar 
(including punctuation and spelling)    

 

 
Fail 

 
< 45 

 
 
 

 

 This piece of work either fails to meet the learning outcomes or lacks 
organisation to the extent that interpretation is difficult. 

 There may be little critical analysis and/or argument demonstrated 

 Considerable gaps in knowledge and understanding are likely to be 
evident. 

 There may be sparse coverage of  relevant information with substantial 
amounts of irrelevant and/or inaccurate information 

 Key points of information are missed and there is superficial coverage of 
remaining information 

 Lack of supporting evidence and inadequate use made of literature 

 There may be profound misunderstanding of the task and of information 
demonstrated. 

 

 
These generic unit grading criteria are supplemented by specific assessment criteria 
provided in programme/unit handbooks. 

 
2.3 Arrangements for anonymous marking of summative assessments 

 
With the exception of student presentations and practical examinations, all 
summative assessments will be anonymously marked. In Dissertations however one 
marker is the research supervisor and in this case the internal moderator (second 
marker) will provide the anonymous scrutiny. 
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2.4 Arrangements for the quality management of placement learning 
  

Formal placements are managed according to the Quality Assurance Agency’s 
Quality Code for Higher Education and the Institutional Code of Practice for 
Placement and Work-Based Learning (MMU). Placement requirements and assuring 
placement quality are bound up together, so these matters are integrated through this 
discussion. The programme team are responsible for ensuring that placement aims 
and learning outcomes, congruent with the overall programme aims, are clearly 
stated in relation to specific units and that these are clearly communicated to students 
and their mentors / practice teachers. This is part of a coherent assessment strategy 
and is clearly set out in unit proformas. 

 
Mentors are prepared and supported in their role by programme team members and 
the programme leader takes responsibility for ensuring the competence of academic 
staff involved in the support of placement learning. 
 
Disabled students are supported through the University Disability Service and by the 
programme team in having their special needs met during placement learning 
activities. The rights and responsibilities of students will be set out in the student 
handbook and discussed during induction processes. The programme’s complaint’s 
procedure will be set out in the Placement Handbook and this can be used for any 
matter, including placement learning.             
Students on placement will normally experience inter-professional working and 
learning as an integral component of that placement.   

 
Students undertaking the Manual Therapy route are visited in practice, in light of the 
Manipulation Association of Chartered Physiotherapist’s requirements. 
 
 
Internal and external moderation of practice 
 
In order to promote parity, equity and overall quality of the practice element of the 
course, external examiners, also acting as MACP scrutineers, are invited to observe 
students in the practice setting and to observe and report on summative assessments 
of practice.  
 

 
2.5 Professional, Statutory and Regulatory Body (PSRB) links 

 
The Chartered Society of Physiotherapists has a role in endorsing the programme 
and the Manipulation Association of Chartered Physiotherapists annually approve the 
Manual Therapy route. 
 
 

2.6 Flexible and distributed learning (including e-learning) 
 
The Programme offers its students flexibility in their learning experience. Some units 
are offered using a blended learning approach, integral to their provision as stated in 
the teaching and learning strategy. 
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3 ASSESSMENT REGULATIONS 
 
3.1    Statement on MMU Regulations for Taught Postgraduate Programmes of Study 
  

The Regulations apply to all programmes leading to an MMU award, or credit 
contributing to an award (in addition please see below). 

 
3.2 Programme Specific Regulations 
 
3.2.1  Approved variation or exemption from MMU Regulations 
 

These matters concern further clarification of MMU regulations. 
 

1. In the case of a unit where condonement is not allowed and is approved by the 
Chartered Society of Physiotherapy (CSP) or the Manipulation Association of 
Chartered Physiotherapists (MACP), where one part of a multi-part assessment is 
failed and resubmitted, only the resubmitted part shall be capped at 50%.  

 
Where a unit cannot be condoned  

 
2. A unit shall be passed when both of the following conditions apply: 

 
- a student achieves a mark of 50% for any elements of practical assessment 

included in the unit (condonement is not permitted for practical 
assessments) ; and  

-  a student achieves a mark of 50%, or a condoned pass, in the unit’s non-
practical assessment.  Condonement of non-practical elements is only 
permitted if 

i. an overall mark of 50% has been achieved; 
ii. the unit learning outcomes have been achieved across all elements. It 

is unlikely that more than one condoned element would be allowable in 
any unit. 

 
All elements of assessment receiving less than 45% must be re-assessed, 
regardless of the aggregate mark from all elements. 
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4 PROGRAMME MANAGEMENT AND STUDENT SUPPORT 
 

4.1 Programme Committee 
 

Standard University arrangements apply. 
 
4.2 Programme Leader 
 

The appointment and duration of office of a Programme Leader shall be determined 
in consultation with the Head of Department.  Programme Committee 
recommendations shall be addressed through the Programme Leader who in turn 
shall report to the Head of Department. 

 
Programme Leaders carry a significant responsibility and are supported in their role 
not only within their Department but also through Faculty and institutional activities 
and guidance.  

 
The Programme Leader has the overall responsibility for ensuring the quality and 
appropriate development of their programme.  The Programme Leader has: 
 

 Strategic oversight of all issues that contribute, directly or indirectly, to the 
organisation of their entire programme, the curriculum development within the 
programme and the quality enhancement of the programme, including: 

 
o responsibility for quality monitoring and enhancement within the programme 
o responsibility for the submission of the continuous improvement plan 
o responsibility for the submission of annual monitoring reports for the 

professional regulatory bodies as required 
o responsibility for facilitating evaluation of the entire programme and providing 

feedback to external examiners and professional bodies 
o responsibility for the appropriate use of and development of learning resources 

within the programme 
o responsibility for the organisation and management of all timetables and room 

bookings process for the entire programme, in collaboration  with unit Leaders 
o responsibility for liaison with the Programme Committee, student body, External 

Examiners, professional regulatory bodies and Faculty Academic Quality and 
Standards Committee (FAQSC) in the planning and development of 
new/revised units. 

o Nominating a DDA / SENDA co-ordinator from within the programme committee 
who will  liaise with the Faculty student support officer and the Disability tutor 

o Nominating a Programme team member to take leadership responsibility for 
marketing (including web site updating) 

o Nominating a Programme team member to take leadership responsibility for 
managing APL  

o Nominating an admissions tutor from within the Programme Team. 
o Nominating an assessment tutor from within the Programme Team. 
o Nominating link tutors for academic partnership activity. 
o Ensuring that each student has a Personal Tutor 

 
 
4.3 Other Staff Responsibilities 
 
 

Admissions Tutors and the administrative Admissions Officer, in conjunction with all 
members of the programme team are responsible for: 

 

http://www.mmu.ac.uk/academic/casqe/event/docs/delivery.pdf
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 managing enquiries from prospective students and to distribute information about 
the programme and its operation through its website. 

 collaborating with the admissions administration team and marketing staff in the 
production of up to date, student friendly programme information. 

 to advise candidates on the preparation of their applications to a particular diet of 
study if this is requested, in accordance with the regulations and the nature of 
their prior learning 

 formally to notify central admissions of the decision of the Admissions Tutor as 
soon as possible following full application. Unconditional or Conditional offers are 
made. Reasons for rejection will be supplied 

 
 

The assessment tutor and the administrative assessments officer take lead 
responsibility for: 

 

 monitoring student progression and achievement 

 organising and directing the relevant Assessment Board. 

 ensuring that student achievement is communicated to the Assessment Board. 
 

Unit Leaders and unit teachers are accountable to the Programme Leader and 
students. The main responsibilities of Units Leaders are to: 

 

 Ensure that teaching and learning within the unit is appropriate to student need; 

 Ensure that key transferable skills are embedded within each unit; 

 Ensure that equal opportunities and the recognition of diversity are embedded 
within each unit; 

 Provide 1st level support to all students undertaking the unit; 

 When required, provide research supervision; 

 Liaise with the Programme leader in relation to unit development, assessment and 
student progress; 

 As required by Programme leader, liaise with External Examiners in relation to 
assessment and student progress 

 Establish a mechanism for providing appropriate student support  in relation to the 
unit; 

 Undertake an end of unit evaluation of satisfaction and provide a summary and 
recommendations for action; 

 Complete a unit report for the Continuous Monitoring and Improvement process; 

 Attend and contribute to the relevant Programme Committee or Sub-Committee; 

 Contribute to the APL procedures as required. 

 
 MACP mentors are responsible for the facilitation of learning, assessment and 
professional support for students undertaking practice placements within the Manual 
Therapy route. Mentors are qualified clinical staff who have completed post-qualifying 
experience in the specific area of practice and who have undertaken preparation for the 
Mentorship role.  Where appropriate, the programme provides preparation and ongoing 
support and study for MACP Mentors. . 
 
 
The role and responsibilities of the MACP Mentor includes: 

 

 Attendance at university briefing days, study days, and other planned sessions; 

 Maintaining their personal, professional development; 

 Contributing to curriculum development; 

 Maintaining an up to date profile of learning opportunities within practice; 
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 Contributing to practice development(s); 

 Fostering a productive, professional mentor-student relationship; 

 Identifying and enabling students to meet practice related learning needs; 

 Providing opportunities for formative assessment and constructive feedback; 

 Ensuring that practice assessment is applied fairly and equally to all students; 

 Completing the assessment documentation; 

 Contributing to the evaluation and monitoring of practice placements; 

 Liaising with university staff. 
 
 

4.4 Student Support Strategy 
 
 The programme’s strategy for providing student support includes: 

 

 All students will be encouraged to develop and maintain a personal development 
plan, making use of a specifically designed web-based PDP tool. In some cases 
this may supplement their employer based PDP.  

 All pre-course information will normally contain a section on study skills, including 
appropriate reading-matter.  

 All pre-course information will include detail of how study skills and IT skills should 
be developed by applicants and, how they will be supported during their studies. 

 The student handbook will provide a section that outlines the strategy for academic 
support  

 Each student will have a named personal tutor who will be accessible and helpful 
regarding general study skills.  Access to the named tutor may be face to face, by 
phone, letter or email.  Whatever the style, students will negotiate with the named 
tutor the process of ongoing, regular contacts. 

 Personal tutors will have access to the record of student achievement. 

 Students will be informed that normally the programme team will provide feedback 
on draft coursework on one occasion. In the case of a student who has been 
referred, the unit leader will see and advise on, but not mark a draft assessment. 
Note: the exception to this case is the Dissertation and project work, where 
students negotiate draft submissions with their research/project supervisors. 

 Unit leaders will provide written and verbal assessment guidelines and will provide 
opportunities for students to discuss their ideas for assessment. 

 Feedback on assessed work will identify in student-friendly language why a 
particular mark was reached and specifically why a pass mark was not achieved. 

 Resubmitted work will identify the classification range that would have been 
achieved for a first attempt. 

 
Student Support Services 
  
In addition to the support provided by the programme team the University has a well 
developed support system for student use.  This includes well-stocked library 
facilities, computing facilities, educational support services and student counselling.  
 
Faculty and University wide student support services 

  

 Students may self-refer to, or be advised to seek advice from the central MMU 
Disability Service should they be concerned about their educational progress or if 
their work suggests that they should receive specialist advice. 

 Students may self-refer to, or be advised to seek advice from the Faculty student 
support officer who can provide advice and guidance on academic (including study 
skill support) and pastoral matters. 



The Advanced Physiotherapy Practice Programme  Definitive Programme Document 

 

17 
 

 Libraries at MMU sites are well stocked and web based resources continue to 
grow. There is access to other linked Manchester and Salford university libraries 
as well as the opportunity to utilise local (non-university) libraries. Photocopying 
facilities are available. 

 There are many computing facilities for personal study use. 

 Media support services provide resources such as video recording equipment, 
tape-recording and acetates. 

 All levels of International students have access to free English language classes 
through ELSIS (English language support for international students). 

 
Pastoral Support 
 
Each student is allocated a personal tutor, who will provide support for the duration of 
the student’s course of study. Students will be advised about their personal tutor and 
the purpose of pastoral support during induction processes. 

 
The personal tutor: 

 

 Provides personal, pastoral support and where necessary, acts in an advocacy 
role; 

 Monitors the student’s development in relation to their specific studies and the 
acquisition of skills; 

 Offers academic support for course assignments; 

 Provides advice regarding referral to the Faculty Student Support Officer. 
 

Practice Support 
 

 . The main source of student support in practice is the MACP Mentor but an MMU 
link tutor also provides support to students 

 

 The MACP Mentor’s main role is facilitating learning and assessing achievements 
in the practice setting. However there is a significant student support element to 
these roles and this is arranged through one-to-one student-mentor support. 

 
 
4.5       Student Evaluation 
 

The Programme complies with current institutional evaluation guidance. 
 
The programme team endeavour to operate day to day a student centred culture that 
encourages students to engage in free and constructive feedback. 
 
Within the programme, each unit and programme is subject to a variety of student 
evaluation mechanisms. These include: 

 

 Feedback from student representatives at each Programme Committee meeting; 

 Informal student feedback to unit leaders and the programme leader, personal 
tutors and mentors. 

 Informal feedback from unit leaders and programme leader, and mentors/practice 
educators and service managers concerning the student experience. 

 Formally conducted student evaluations at the end of each unit and, where 
appropriate, at the end of the programme. These can take the form of surveys or 
focus groups.  
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 Student evaluation is fed into quality assurance processes through the Continuous 
Monitoring and Improvement process. However, pressing issues will be managed 
in a timely manner. 

 The programme operates a student complaints process and students are informed 
of this through their Programme Student Handbook.  The Programme Leader will 
monitor these complaints and take remedial action as required.  
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HISTORY OF MODIFICATIONS 
 

TYPE OF MODIFICATION 
(E.g. ASC, Major or Minor) 

DESCRIPTION APPROVAL 
(DATE) 

Review Periodic review and addition of 
programme to the Framework 
for Continuing Professional, 
Personal and Practice 
Development 
 

14 May 2009 

Minor Amendment of assessment 
strategies of the following  two 
units: 
 
“Assessment and Management 
of Neuromusculoskeletal 
Dysfunction in the Lumbar Spine 
and Pelvis” (10 credits) 
 
“Assessment and Management 
of Neuromusculoskeletal 
Dysfunction in the Upper Limb” 
(10 credits) 
 

29 October 2010 
(Chair’s Action) 

Minor  
 

Addition of new exemptions 
from the regulations  
 

22 December 2010 
(Chair’s Action) 

Minor Amendment of assessment 
strategies of several units 
 

4 March 2011  
(Chair’s Action) 

Major 
 

Disaggregation of the 
Framework for Continuing 
Professional, Personal and 
Practice Development and new 
definitive document 
 

12 March 2011 

Minor Addition of new unit ‘ Chinese 
Medicine: Extending Your 
Acupuncture Practice’ (20 
credits) 
 

9 June 2011 
(FADC min 101)AS 

Minor Addition of new unit, 
‘Rehabilitation in Sport’ (20 
credits), and amendment of 
assessment strategies of all four 
‘Assessment and Management 
of Neuromusculoskeletal 
Dysfunction’ units (10 credits) 
 

28 January 2013 
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TYPE OF MODIFICATION 
(E.g. ASC, Major or Minor) 

DESCRIPTION APPROVAL 
(DATE) 

Minor Addition of new unit, ‘MSc 
Advanced Physiotherapy 
Practice Project’ (60 credits) 
 

11 March 2013 
(Chair’s Action) 

Minor Addition of new optional unit 
‘Physical Activity and Health’ (20 
credits) 
 

27 January 2014 

 


