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This document provides a concise summary of the main features of the course(s) & associated award(s)  
offered through this Programme Specification, and includes  the learning outcomes that a typical student 
might reasonably be expected to achieve and demonstrate if s/he takes full advantage of the learning 
opportunities provided.  More detailed information on the learning outcomes, curriculum content, 
teaching/learning, assessment methods for each unit and on the Programme’s relationship to QAA 
Subject Benchmark Statements may be found in the dedicated student handbook for the Programme.  
The accuracy of the information in this document is reviewed periodically by the University and may be 
subject to verification by the Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education 
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Versioning of Programme Specification 
 
This programme specification is valid for the period of approval confirmed at the time of the approval/last review event 
and relates to provision approved at that point. Programme specifications are updated on an annual basis to include 
modifications approved through the University’s quality assurance processes.   
 
This version provides a description of the programme as approved for the academic session indicated in section 3 of the 
following table. 
 

1 Date of initial Approval or last review: 18th August 2016 

2 Effective date of Approved/Reviewed Programme Specification: 1st September 2016 – 
31st August 2022 

3 This Version effective from: September 2017 

4 Version number: 2016 / version 2 

 
 

Modifications to Programme Specification 
 

Modifications to the programme specification since approval/ last review, and the cohort of students affected 
by the change, are listed in Section G (Log of Modifications) at the back of the document. 

 

Cross Referencing of Programme Specifications 
 

The following 
elements of 
provision 
included in this 
document is/ 
are also 
included in the 
following 
programme 
specifications 

Award  Programme Specification 

 
 

 
 
 

Amendments made to provision listed in this table, must also be reflected  in the  relevant 
programme specifications listed above 
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CENTRE FOR ACADEMIC STANDARDS & QUALITY ENHANCEMENT 
 

Programme Specification 
 

The information in this document is organised into the following sections: 
Section A – Administrative and Regulatory Information 
Section B – Outcomes 
Section C – Structure 
Section D – Teaching, Learning and Assessment 
Section E – Programme Management 
Section F – Mapping 
Section G – Log of Modifications 

 

SECTION A – ADMINISTRATIVE AND REGULATORY INFORMATION 
 
 
 

1 Overarching Programme Specification Title  

CPS /PgCert Autonomous Practice in Emergency Care 
 

2 Brief Summary 
 

 
This programme aims to develop practitioners who are competent to practice autonomously 
within their individual scope of practice with a systematic and problem solving approach.  
By strengthening the students’ ability to critically evaluate evidence and reflect upon their own 
practice, the programme facilitates driving professional practice forward and equips the students 
with transferable skills that will enhance their individual role and scope of practice within the 
workplace.  
 

3 Awarding institution  
 

Manchester Metropolitan University  

4 Home Faculty 
 
 

Faculty of Health, Psychology and Social Care 
 

5 Home Department/ School/ 
Institute 
 

Department of Nursing  

6 UCAS/UTT code(s) 
 

N/A 

7 Framework for HE Qualifications 
position of final award(s) 
 
Framework for HE Qualifications 

(a) Honours (Level 6) 

(b) Masters (Level 7) 

8 Alignment with University 
Curriculum Framework 
Curriculum Frameworks 

Flexible Curriculum Framework 
 

http://www.qaa.ac.uk/publications/information-and-guidance#page-1
http://www.mmu.ac.uk/academic/casqe/regulations/curriculum-frameworks.php
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9 Engagement with the University-
wide provision 
(eg Uniwide Language, EdLab) 
 

 
NA 
Programme is Postgraduate & Externally Validated 
so Uniwide is not available  

10 Compliance with University 
Assessment Regulations 
 
 

 
Undergraduate and Taught Postgraduate  
 

11 Approved Variations/Exemptions 
from University Assessment 
Regulations 
 

 
NA 

12 
 

Relationship with Faculty 
Foundation Year 
 

N/A 

 

Awards 
 

13 Final award title(s) 
 

(a) Certificate in Professional Studies in 

Autonomous Practice in Emergency Care 

(b) Postgraduate Certificate in Autonomous 

Practice in Emergency Care  

14 Combined Honours 
There is no Combined Honours provision within this programme specification 

14a  

(i) Combined Honours Awards 
available eg: 

 BSc/BA (Hons) AB 

 BSc/BA (Hons) AB and XY 

 BSc/BA (Hons) AB with XY 
 
(ii) Single Honours Awards available 

through Combined Honours (ie 
Named Awards) 

 
(iii)  Approved Subject Combinations 

administered by this Programme 
Specification  
(ie “home” combinations) 

 

 
N/A 

14b Approved Subject Combination 
administered by other Programme 
Specifications 
  
 

Approved Combination Home Programme Specification & Home 
Dept 

N/A  

15 Interim exit awards and Subject 
title(s) 
 

Students can opt to enrol on any of the included 
units on a stand-alone basis. Successful completion 
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results in the provision of a transcript of credit / 
certificate of achievement. 

 

   Arrangements with Partners 
 

16 Approved Collaborative partner(s)  
 

Partner Name Type of Collaborative Partnership 

University Hospital 
South Manchester  

External validation and 
approval  
 

17 Articulation Arrangements with 
Partners 
  
 

Partner Name Details of Arrangements 

 
N/A 

 

 

Professional, Statutory and Regulatory Bodies  
 

18 PSRB(s) associated with final award 
of any route within the programme 
specification 
 

N/A 

19 Date, outcome & period of approval 
of last PSRB approval/accreditation 
 

N/A 

 

Approval Status 
 

20 Date and period of approval of 
most recent Manchester Met 
review/ approval 
 

 

 

(i) Date of Latest review/approval 
 
18th August 2016 
 

(ii) Length & Dates of Period of approval given 
In (i) above: 

 Years: 6 years 

 From: 1 September 2016 

 To: 31 August 2022 

(iii) Major Modifications to Programme 
Specification since last review/approval 
 
N/A 

 

21 Next Scheduled Review Date: 
 

2021/22 

22 Programme Specification  effective 
date: 

September 2017 
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SECTION B – OUTCOMES 
 

23 Manchester Met Graduate Outcomes 
 

On successful completion of their course of study Manchester Met graduates will be able to: 
GO1. apply skills of critical analysis to real world situations within a defined range of 

contexts;  
GO2. demonstrate a high degree of professionalism characterised by initiative, creativity, 

motivation and self-management; 
GO3. express ideas effectively and communicate information appropriately and accurately 

using a range of media including ICT; 
GO4. develop working relationships using teamwork and leadership skills, recognising and 

respecting different perspectives;  
GO5. manage their professional development reflecting on progress and taking appropriate 

action; 
GO6. find, evaluate, synthesise and use information from a variety of sources; 
GO7. articulate an awareness of the social and community contexts within their disciplinary 

field. 
NB the above align to the Employability outcomes on the unit specifications 
24 Programme Rationale 

 

The Autonomous Practice in Emergency Care (APEC) Course has been designed to train Emergency 
Nurse Practitioners (ENPs), Nurse Practitioners and Emergency Care Practitioner (ECP) to provide a 
high standard of care to ambulatory patients who present to Emergency and Urgent Care facilities 
with a range of minor injuries and illnesses.  
 
There has been an increased demand for practitioners who are able to work autonomously in 
these roles due to the shortage in medical staffing and this demand continues to increase as 
patient attendances rise.  
 
The APEC course provides a course that assesses academic and clinical competencies to provide 
practitioners who can practice safely and effectively in these roles on completion of the course. It 
is aimed at nurses and other allied healthcare professionals working in the Emergency 
Department, Walk in Centres, Urgent Care Centres and GP practice.  
 

25 QAA Benchmark Statement(s) 
 

There are no QAA subject benchmark statements currently available in this discipline, at Masters 
level or at post-registration level in any of the professions who make up the students for this 
programme. Students will have achieved benchmarks for undergraduate training in nursing and 
other professional disciplines and will build on these during this programme and through their 
professional training and education. QAA Degree (level 6) and Masters Degree (level 7) 
characteristics are embedded within the programme learning outcomes. 
 

26 Programme Specific Outcomes 
 

 
(a) Final Award Learning Outcomes 

 Certificate in Professional Studies in Autonomous Practice in Emergency Care (Level 6) 
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On successful completion of the Certificate in Professional Studies in Autonomous Practice in 
Emergency Care (level 6), students will be able to;  
 
PLO1 Articulate an understanding of key aspects of their profession and professional area, 
informed by current practice, scholarship and research, including a critical awareness of current 
issues and developments in autonomous practice roles in emergency care. 
 
PLO2 Describe and critically analyse current research and advanced scholarship underpinning the 
autonomous role in minor injury and minor illness care. 
 
PLO3 Use the established techniques of analysis and enquiry within the autonomous practice role.  
 
PLO4 Devise and sustain arguments, using the available evidence applied to practice to discuss 
particular aspects of current practice, or within their autonomous role in emergency care.  
 
PLO5 Justify the application of current evidence relating to their scope of practice and in their 
personal practice development.  
 
Postgraduate Certificate in Autonomous Practice in Emergency Care (Level 7) 
On successful completion of the Postgraduate Certificate in Autonomous Practice in Emergency 
Care (level 7) students will be able to; 
 
PLO1 Articulate an in-depth knowledge and understanding of their profession and professional 
area, informed by current practice, scholarship and research, including a critical awareness of 
current issues and developments in autonomous practice roles in emergency care. 
 
PLO2 Evaluate current research and advanced scholarship underpinning the autonomous role in 
minor injury and minor illness care. 
 
PLO3 Demonstrate originality in the application of knowledge, together with a practical 
understanding of how established techniques of research and enquiry are used to create and 
interpret knowledge in emergency care. 
 
PLO4 Critically evaluate practice and develop critiques of aspects of practice, where appropriate, 
proposing new hypotheses.  
 
PLO5 Critically analyse and evaluate findings of their own independent study, in relation to their 
autonomous role and their personal practice development in order to synthesise information and 
develop their own practice. 
 

(b)  Combined Honours Learning Outcomes 
 

Not applicable for this programme  

       (c)         Pass Degree Learning Outcomes   
 
Not Applicable for this programme 

27 Interim Award Learning Outcomes 
 

Not Applicable 
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SECTION C – STRUCTURE     

 

28 Structures, modes of delivery (eg FT/PT/DL etc), levels, credits, awards, curriculum map of 
all units (identifying core/option status, credits, pre or co-requisites) potential entry/exit 
points and progression/award requirements 

 

 
UNDERGRADUATE 
 
Level 6 Certificate in Professional Studies in Autonomous Practice in Emergency Care 
 

Core Units 
 

Code Occ Status   
 

Unit Title No of 
credits 

27790001 9 N/A Autonomous Practice in Emergency Care 20 

27790002 1 N/A Knowledge and Skills for the Management 
of Minor Injury 

20 

27790003 4 N/A Knowledge and Skills for the Management 
of Minor Illness  

20 

 
On successful completion of Level 6 - Final exit award:  
Certificate in Professional Studies in Autonomous Practice in Emergency Care  
 
POSTGRADUATE  
 
Level 7 Postgraduate Certificate in Autonomous Practice in Emergency Care    

 

Core Units 
 

Code Occ Status   
 

Unit Title No of 
credits 

27790004 9 N/A Autonomous Practice in Emergency Care  20 

27790005 1 N/A Knowledge and Skills for Management of 
Minor Injury  

20 

27790006 4 N/A Knowledge and Skills for Management of 
Minor Illness 

20 

 
On successful completion of the following Level 7 credits: 
60 credits:  Final exit award - Postgraduate Certificate in Autonomous Practice in Emergency Care  
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SECTION D - TEACHING, LEARNING AND ASSESSMENT 
 

29 Articulation of Graduate Prospects 
See Guidance document for details 

 
All students who undertake the course are in NHS or private healthcare employment. The 
programme team gather feedback and information from students and managers at regular 
intervals after completion of the course (6 months and 12 months). A number of students on the 
course are internal to our own institution so it can also be assessed how they are progressing on a 
more regular basis. Group sessions are held throughout the course for students to learn from each 
other’s experiences (e.g. practice OSCE sessions). Feedback gives an overall picture of the 
effectiveness of the course in supporting the provision of high standards of care in the urgent and 
emergency care setting. The continued uptake of students undertaking the course from the same 
employers also reflects their satisfaction in the calibre of students on completion of the course. 

30 Curriculum Design 

 

 
The programme seeks to enhance the critical thinking and reflective skills required to foster 
practitioner development in relation to personal, professional and organisational goals. In 
particular it seeks to promote the opportunities for practitioners to develop theories that will 
challenge, where appropriate, both current thinking and its application to the practitioner’s work, 
potentially leading to the development of practice itself. Development of assessment and 
diagnostic skills in the management of minor illness and injury will equip practitioners with the 
ability to undertake comprehensive and competent clinical practice within these areas thus 
enhancing their employment prospects on completion of the programme. The programme delivery 
and student support is flexible and adaptable to meet the needs of the students. Taught elements 
are constantly updated to reflect the emergence of new evidence and practice and the learning 
experience is informed by research and reflection. To promote successful study, the learning 
environment is supportive and inclusive, and appropriate professionals are engaged to disseminate 
their knowledge and skills. Students are encouraged to develop their intellectual and imaginative 
powers through self-awareness and critical thinking. 
 
Flexibility  
The part time programme allows students to develop professional attitudes and skills for the 
management of patients with minor injuries and illnesses as an autonomous practitioner. Modules 
can be taken as stand-alone units or as a certificate or PG certificate once 60 credits are obtained. 
Students in previous intakes have undertaken minor injuries or minor illness units as a stand-alone 
depending on their previous clinical experience. It is uncommon for students to take the 
autonomous unit in isolation.  
 
The majority of students are undertaking the module whilst in employment in an emergency care 
or urgent care environment, which usually involves shift work to meet service demands. The 
commitments of the course are outlined at the beginning of each module to allow students to 
accommodate the necessary taught units and access adequate clinical supervision for the portfolio 
and OSCE components of the assessments.  
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Due to service demands, students are faced with conflicting commitments on occasion. As module 
leads, we try to incorporate additional sessions into the non-taught study time to accommodate 
this and offer extra tutorial support as required.  
 
Accountable  
Continuous monitoring in line with Manchester Met processes ensure equity and diversity 
objectives are maintained. 
 
Collaborative 
As programme leaders, we engage in student and employer feedback at the end of each unit to 
ensure the course curriculum continues to meet service needs and provide competent 
practitioners.  
 
Equitable / Inclusive  
Internal and external validation processes ensure the processes for admission, support and 
assessment are fair, open and transparent for all students. All students will be treated as 
individuals and ensure their interest, experience, abilities, insights, needs, cultural and ethical 
background and learning styles are considered during the programme.  
 
Employability  
As the course progresses the taught sessions and clinical supervision in practice (required to 
complete the portfolio of evidence) will allow the student to develop their skills as an autonomous 
practitioner. These new skills will equip them with knowledge to improve patient care in their 
areas of practice.  
 
Quality Enhancement  
The structured format of the programme will support students in their work with individuals who 
present with minor injuries / illnesses, developing reflective, confident and competent 
practitioners.  A learner centred approach will be utilised throughout in order to achieve this. 
  

31 Learning and Teaching  
 

 

 
The approach to teaching within this programme is facilitative, encouraging students to develop 
both professionally and academically throughout the programme. The underlying teaching 
philosophy is to provide a range of learning and teaching methods to ensure an optimal learning 
experience for students. This aims to meet the needs of a student body with diverse previous 
experiences, thus enhancing the learning experiences of all. However, it is recognised that this 
presents a challenge in terms of effective delivery of academic material and student learning. In 
order to meet this challenge a wide variety of learning and teaching approaches are used to 
optimise the learning experiences for all.  
 
The experience of students as practitioners is fully incorporated throughout the programme, 
requiring them to relate and explore the theoretical elements of the programme with the practical 
application in their current area of practice. All students undertaking the programme are currently 
working within the area of unscheduled care delivery, specifically minor injury/illness 
management. This is seen as imperative if the strong links between theory and practice are to be 
maintained within the programme. This link is ensured by having a strong practice based 
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component within the programme, where clinical competence can be developed in the 
management of minor illness/injury within their own clinical area and that of the emergency 
department at UHSM.  
 
Learning occurs through a variety of teaching methods that include keynote lectures, group work, 
case studies, discussion sessions, practical skills sessions and learning through practice. The 
student is expected to undertake self-directed study, utilising available resources. The teaching 
methods used will reflect the specific learning outcomes within each unit and aim to maximise 
student learning. The use of case studies and discussion sessions will encourage students to relate 
theory presented in lectures to their own clinical experiences.  
 
Focusing the assessments on the application of theory to practice further enhances the links 
between theory and practice. The student will draw upon experiences within their own practice in 
determining the specific subject matter within each assignment.  
 
General assessment criteria are as follows. The students will demonstrate that they have:  

 interpreted the instructions provided to produce a critical and balanced review of 
practitioner issues; 

 organised and structured arguments based on their own independent study; 

 used appropriate resources and quotes in supporting arguments, referencing all sources 
correctly; 

 demonstrate the interaction between academic input and practitioner issues; 

 provided not only an understanding but also an application of course work and private 
study together with a critical analysis of practitioner experience; 

 provided evidence of a wider range of reading material relevant to practice and used this in 
the arguments presented; 

 integrated understanding of course work with a critical review of practice, in a manner 
original to their own professional experience. 

 
In addition at Level 7:  

 actively debate issues related to the issue under discussion, rather than having merely 
presented a balanced case for a given position in relation to this issue. Taught sessions are 
delivered to level 6 and level 7 students in the same format, but feedback on academic 
work is designed to encourage deeper critical analysis.   

 
Other assessment criteria are specific for each assessment and link to the Level 6/7 programme 
outcomes.  

 

To facilitate student in their progress and differentiate between what is required to achieve 
standards for Level 6 and Level 7 study, an overview of the programme specifications, unit 
specifications and assessment process, including OSCE exam and assignments, is provided. This 
information is reinforced through the duration of the course and guidance is provided for all draft 
work that has been submitted prior to deadlines. 
 
Students are offered tutorial sessions with the programme team to independently discuss their 
learning needs and reiterate the requirements between level 6 and level 7 objectives.   
 

32 Assessment  
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Statement on Manchester Met Assessment Regulations for Undergraduate and Taught 
Postgraduate Programmes of Study 
The programme is compliant with the Manchester Met Regulations for HE6 and Taught 
Postgraduate Programmes of Study with the following programme specific regulation: 
 
Programme-specific regulations 
Student attendance and absence 
Students are expected to attend 80% of timetabled contact and clinical sessions. Course leaders 
will monitor attendance closely. Course leaders will work closely with their students to address any 
underlying issues e.g. health, personal, academic. 
 
Unapproved absence from clinical sessions is recorded in the student’s placement record book and 
will be discussed with the course leaders. 
 
Attendance feedback will be provided to sponsoring Trusts as well as the course outcome. 
 
Where a student is persistently and / or substantially absent from compulsory attendance 
requirements without good cause and/or without permission, he/she may be recommended for 
expulsion for academic reasons. [A student whose case is considered under this regulation must be 
dealt with under the procedures for expulsion of students for academic reasons, which are set out 
in the ‘Procedure for Students at Risk of Academic Failure’.] 
 
Generic Criteria  
 
All summative assessments are marked in accordance with the University’s marking scheme 
aligning with the associated generic descriptors as specified in The Regulations for Undergraduate 
or Taught Postgraduate Programmes of Study.  
 
Programme-Specific Criteria  
Level 6  
To achieve a pass in any assignment (40%) the following programme specific descriptors will be 
achieved at level 6:  

 interpret the instructions provided to produce a critical and balanced review of practitioner 
issues; 

 organise and structure their arguments based on empirical study; 

 use appropriate resources and quotes in supporting arguments, referencing all sources 
correctly; 

 demonstrate the interaction between academic input and practitioner issues; 

 provide not only an understanding but also an application of course work and private study 
together with a critical analysis of practitioner experience; 

 provide evidence of a wide range of reading material relevant to their practice and to use 
this as a database to support their choice of direction practice, in a manner original to their 
own professional experience.  

 

For a Level 6 award to be made at Pass level, a student must pass or otherwise be credited with all 
of the units that make up the specified number and level of credits for the award.  

http://www.mmu.ac.uk/academic/casqe/regulations/assessment/docs/withdrawal-suspension.pdf
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For a Level 6 award to be made with Distinction, a student must achieve an aggregate average of 
at least 70% in all of the units that make up the specified number and level of credits for the 
award.  
 
Level 7  
To achieve a pass (50%), merit (60%) or distinction (70%) in any assignment the following 
programme specific descriptors will be achieved at level 7:  

 interpret the instructions provided to produce a critical and balanced review of practitioner 
issues; 

 organise and structure their arguments based on empirical study; 

 use appropriate resources and quotes in supporting arguments, referencing all sources 
correctly; 

 demonstrate the interaction between academic input and practitioner issues; 

 provide not only an understanding but also an application of course work and private study 
together with a critical analysis of practitioner experience; 

 provide evidence of a wide range of reading material relevant to their practice and to use 
this as a database to support their choice of direction; 

 integrate their understanding of the course work with a critical review of practice, in a 
manner original to their own professional experience; 

 actively debate issues relating to their elected approach rather than merely presenting a 
balanced case for a given style of intervention.  

 

For an award to be made at Pass level, a student must pass or otherwise be credited with all of the 
units that make up the specified number and level of credits for the award.  
For a Postgraduate Certificate to be awarded with Merit, a student must gain an overall average of 
60%.  
For a Postgraduate Certificate to be awarded with Distinction, a student must gain an overall 
average of 70%. 
 

33 Inclusive Practice  
 

 
Students are provided access to emails and phone numbers for course leaders and are encouraged 
to seek support at the earliest opportunities if they feel they need support. Self-directed study is 
encouraged, which includes presentations that are delivered to the group. This allows course 
tutors insight into individual students understanding of the subject matter and their ability to 
present academic work. This provides a good informal assessment structure for course leaders. 
Practice OSCEs are offered during the non-clinical sessions to ensure the practical aspects of the 
course are being met. The faculty try to ensure all learning styles are catered for and that students 
have an open forum to approach staff for support. Students are encouraged to declare any special 
learning needs to programme staff so this can be accommodated.  
 

34 Technology Enhanced Learning 
 

 
Students have access to UHSM library facilities and are directed to appropriate online resources 
during the course.  
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35 Placement and/or Work-based Learning Activities  
 

 
As part of the conditions for commencing the course, students have to have agreement from their 
manager to have 7.5 hours study time a week. They also complete a learning contract with their 
mentor to ensure they are given support during their clinical hours to facilitate successful 
completion of the portfolio elements of the course. Supervisors and mentors have to have 
adequate, post-registration qualifications to provide an optimum learning environment at work. 
Mentors’ experience is required to be relevant to an emergency / urgent care environment. Cases 
have to meet a taxonomy level to work autonomously on completion of the course. To ensure this 
standard is met, OSCE exams are undertaken, which all students have to pass. 
 

36 Engagement with Employers  
 

 
The course delivers education for a number of regional units / Trust who regularly require places 
on the APEC to train ENPs / ECPs. As such, there is a good relationship with service providers who 
are able to feed back with course leaders if they feel course content does not reflect the needs of 
their service.  
 

37 Personal Development Planning 
 

 
Student learning contracts encourage regular reviews with mentors in the practice setting so 
development is continually evaluated. Practical assessments are expected to reflect development 
through the course, from novice to expert. Reflection on the portfolio element of the course allows 
students to visualise their development over time.  
 

 
SECTION E - PROGRAMME MANAGEMENT 
 

38 Programme Specific Admission Requirements 
 

 
ADMISSION REGULATIONS  
The programme admissions regulations and entry requirements comply with the University’s 
Recruitment and Admissions Policy and Policy for the Accreditation of Prior Learning. 
 
Standard Entry Requirements  
Entry to Programme  
The academic and professional requirements for acceptance will normally be met by the following:  
Successful completion of a professional course of training, such as Registered Nurse, State 
Registered Paramedic or registered Allied Health Professional with at least two years practical 
experience in unscheduled care. 
 
Recent and/or successful study at Level 6 to access Level 7.  
Recent and/or successful study at Level 5 or 6 to access Level 6.  
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Additionally candidates must be currently employed in the field of practice related to the 
programme.  
Written evidence of manager support must be provided on application for the programme that 
includes attendance at study days and provision of clinical supervision within the practice area as 
appropriate.  
The interview process will attempt to assess the candidate’s ability with regard to the following 
criteria:  

 the extent to which the candidate is able to reflect on their field of practice;  

 the degree to which the applicant can demonstrate critical ability in discussing a potential 

area for research and/or practice development; 

 the extent to which the applicant can reflect on experience to demonstrate ‘learning from 

doing’; 

 motivation for accessing programme.  

 
Offers for places on the course will be made upon the basis of this assessment and the desirability 
for a disciplinary mix within the cohort. 
 
Admission with Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) will be considered by the Programme Team. 
 
 

39 Programme Specific  Management Arrangements 
 

 
As a collaborative partner, the Programme Team will hold Programme Committee Meetings to 
which both the Manchester Met Link Tutor and Head of Department will be invited. Minutes of 
these meetings will be sent to Manchester Met to ensure transparency. 

 
Other  
Clinical placements are provided by students’ individual employers and students have to 
demonstrate they have sufficient clinical supervision to meet assessment requirements. Honorary 
contracts are sometimes considered to give students the opportunity to work with course leaders.  
Taught study days are delivered at UHSM site as collaborative partners.  
 
NB: see guidance on University’s Management of Programme Delivery  

40 Staff Responsibilities 

Collaborative Partnerships 
 
Partner Responsibilities 
 
Programme Leader   
 

 The Programme Leader will be responsible for all aspects of the programme delivery and 
monitoring of quality. Manchester Met will provide internal moderation.  

http://www.mmu.ac.uk/academic/casqe/regulations/docs/APL_policy.pdf
http://www.mmu.ac.uk/academic/casqe/regulations/docs/programme-management.pdf
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 The programme leader will arrange external examination of academic assessments. The 
results of all student assessments will be presented to the Assessment Board. 

 Responsibility for quality monitoring and enhancement within the programme. 

 Responsibility for the submission of the Continuous Improvement Plan. 

 Responsibility for facilitating evaluation of the entire programme and providing feedback to 
external examiners and Manchester Met. 

 Responsibility for the appropriate use of and development of learning resources within the 
programme. 

 Responsibility for the organisation and management of all timetables and room bookings 
process for the entire programme. 

 Responsibility for liaison with the Programme Committee, student body, External 
Examiners and Academic Quality and Standards Committee (AQSC) in the planning and 
development of new/revised units.  
 

Manchester Met Responsibilities 
 
Manchester Met Link Tutor 
 

 Member of and attendance at the Assessment Board, which meets as stipulated in the 
Programme Specification. 

 Member of and attendance at the Programme Committee that meets at least twice in the 
academic year and also at partner Sub Committee meetings as appropriate. 

 Partner institution visits at least once during the academic year. Meetings with partner 
students and partner staff (including the partner librarian) should be undertaken to ensure 
all parties are appropriately familiar with Manchester Met protocol and to receive feedback 
on any issues of concern or good practice. 

 Attendance at FAQSC meetings when appropriate. 

 Attendance and input into Link Tutor Forum meetings where possible. 

 Attendance at relevant PARM events when necessary. 

 Contributing to compiling the Collaborative Continuous Improvement Plan (CIP) for the 
Continuous Monitoring and Improvement Process. 

 Reporting to the Manchester Met Head of Department on any matters of concern relating 
to the academic standard or the academic quality of the programme. 

 Provision of current documentation (for example: copies of external examiner reports and 
responses to them, Continuous Monitoring and Improvement process information, the 
Programme Specification, information on Manchester Met policies and procedures) to the 
Partner Link Tutor for circulation to teaching staff teaching delivering or supporting 
elements of the collaborative programme. 

 Respond to any issues concerned with External Student Enrolment Forms in order to ensure 
their timely delivery from Partner Programme Leader to Manchester Met Programme 
Administrator. 

 Overseeing compliance with the Collaborative Agreement, its schedules and the 
Programme Specification. 

 Giving support and academic guidance in respect of the interpretation and implementation 
of Manchester Met’s procedures, practices and guidelines as specified in the Programme 
Specification and the Assessment Regulations. 
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 Liaising with relevant staff to confirm that the administration of assessment, moderation 
and external examination arrangements is being upheld and logged in line with Manchester 
Met policy and procedures. 

 Ensuring, in co-ordination with the Manchester Met Quality Officer, that programme 
management data (relating to the elements of the programme delivered under 
collaborative arrangements) such as admissions, retention, attendance, withdrawal, 
progression and completion, student satisfaction surveys etc., is submitted in a timely 
manner to Manchester Met by the partner. 

 
Other Staff Responsibilities 
 
The clinical supervision will take responsibility for working alongside the student regularly within 
his or her own clinical area throughout the duration of the Programme. The educational mentor 
will support the student academically during the Programme. The library within UHSM offers other 
facilities to develop IT skills.  
 
NB: the University’s Management of programme Delivery is available from the CASQE website 

41 Programme Specific Academic Student Support  
  

 
Programme Specific  Support   
 
The programme strategy for providing student support includes: 
 

 Student handbooks will provide a section that outlines the strategy for academic support. 

 Study skills at Level 6 and Level 7 will be incorporated in the first unit, which includes a 

library introduction section and a taught session. 

 Each student will have a clinical supervisor / educational supervisor within their own clinical 

area. If there is not a suitable clinical supervisor within the students’ own area of 

employment, after a negotiation the student may undertake clinical supervision within the 

emergency department at UHSM. A suitable educational supervisor may be identified 

outside of the student’s own clinical area of work. 

 Each student will have a named supervisor (either of the programme leads) who will be the 

primary source of support throughout the programme. Access to the named supervisor 

may be face to face, by phone, letter or email. The student will negotiate with the 

supervisor the process of on-going regular contact. 

 Students will be encouraged to submit a brief plan of their proposal at an early stage in 

each unit. One full draft of the assignment can be submitted to their named supervisor for 

comments. Timescale for the submission of assignments will be provided at the beginning 

of each unit. 

 Programme leaders will provide written and verbal assessment guidelines and will provide 

opportunities for students to discuss their ideas for assessment. 

 Feedback on assessed work will identify in student-friendly language the way in which the 

work has fulfilled the criteria for assessment, which will identify a level of achievement. 

http://www.mmu.ac.uk/academic/casqe/regulations/docs/programme-management.pdf
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 All students undertaking a unit will be provided with the opportunity to see their “marked” 

assessment. 

 All students may gain spiritual support from the chaplaincy service provided within UHSM. 

 Counselling services will be accessible via the students own Occupational Health 

department. 

The Collaborative Partner Student Handbook is available from the CASQE website 
 

42 Programme Specific Student Evaluation 
 

 
The Programme complies with current institutional evaluation guidance. 
NB  University guidance on Evaluation of Student Opinion is available from the CASQE  
 
Programme Specific  Evaluation  
 
Students are listened and responded to by the programme committee meetings, unit and 
programme evaluations, tutorials, and informed discussions. The student voice is actively 
encouraged, in keeping with the programme objectives to develop critical awareness and 
implement evidence-based practice. Small class sizes and frequent contact with the programme 
leaders facilitates healthy discourse and a supportive learning environment. Programme 
Committee meetings encourage student representatives to contribute to the shaping of the future 
delivery of the units. Written evaluation is encouraged and valued as another way for students to 
actively play a role in the development of the programme.  Feedback about the changes made as a 
result of student evaluation is made via Programme Committee meetings.  
 

 

http://www.mmu.ac.uk/academic/casqe/collaborative/docs/1718_CP_Student_Handbook.pdf
http://www.mmu.ac.uk/academic/casqe/experience/voice/docs/evaluation_of_opinion.pdf
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SECTION F – MAPPING              MAP I 
RELATIONSHIP TO SUBJECT BENCHMARK STATEMENT(S) 
Map guide: 
Insert K to indicate Knowledge and Understanding 
Insert S to indicate Skills 

Certificate in Professional Studies in Autonomous Practice in Emergency Care 

 Level 6 

 
 Knowledge and Understanding 
 
 Mapping (K) 
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Skills  

 
  Mapping (S) 
 
 
 

 
A systematic understanding of key aspects of their field of study, 
including acquisition of coherent and detailed knowledge, at least some 
of which is at or informed by, the forefront of their area/field of practice 
 

K 
S 

K 
S 

K 
S 

Cognitive skills of critical thinking and analysis to 
relate theory to practice. 

An ability to deploy accurately established techniques of analysis and 
enquiry within their area/field of practice 
 

K 
S 

K 
S 

K 
S 

Effective problem solving and decision making using 
appropriate skills 

A conceptual understanding that enables the student to devise and 
sustain arguments, and to solve problems, using ideas and  techniques, 
some of which are at the forefront of the emergency care and to describe 
and comment upon particular aspects of current research 

K 
S 

K 
S 

K 
S 

The ability to create evaluate and assess a range of 
options together with the capacity to apply ideas and 
knowledge to a range of situations. 

 

 
The ability to review, consolidate, extend and apply their knowledge and 
understanding in relation to their own area/field of practice and/or their 
personal practice development 
 

K 
S 

K 
S 

K 
S 

The ability to create evaluate and assess a range of 
options together with the capacity to apply ideas 
and knowledge to a range of situations. 

 
The ability to manage their own learning, utilising appropriate available 
resources. 
 

K 
S 

K 
S 

K 
S 

Effective self-management using a range of media to 
enhance learning 
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Postgraduate Certificate in Autonomous Practice in Emergency Care 
 

 Level 7 

 
 Knowledge and Understanding 
 
 Mapping (K) 
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Skills  

 
  Mapping (S) 
 
 
 

A systematic understanding of knowledge, and a critical awareness of 
current problems and/or new insights, much of which is at, or informed 
by, the forefront of their academic discipline, field of study or area of 
professional practice  

 

K 
S 

K 
S 

K 
S 

Cognitive skills of critical thinking and analysis to relate 
theory to practice and where appropriate, propose 
new hypotheses 

Demonstrate self-direction and originality in tackling and solving 
problems, and act autonomously in planning and implementing tasks at a 
professional or equivalent level  

 

K 
S 

K 
S 

K 
S 

Effective problem solving and decision making using 
appropriate quantitative and qualitative skills 

Demonstrate originality in the application of knowledge, together with a 
practical understanding of how established techniques of research and 
enquiry are used to create and interpret knowledge in the discipline  

 

K 
S 

K 
S 

K 
S 

The ability to create evaluate and assess a range of 
options together with the capacity to apply ideas and 
knowledge to a range of situations. 

A conceptual understanding that enables the student:  to evaluate 
critically current research and advanced scholarship in emergency care 
and to evaluate methodologies and develop critiques of them and, where 
appropriate, to propose new hypotheses  

 

K 
S 

K 
S 

K 
S 

The ability to use their knowledge, understanding and skills 
in the systematic and critical assessment of a wide range of 
concepts, and ideas, and in both identifying and analysing 
complex problems and issues; demonstrating some 
originality and creativity in formulating, evaluating and 
applying evidence-based solutions and arguments  

 

Employ enhanced communication skills that may include verbal and 
written skills, across a range of media.  
 

K 
S 

K 
S 

K 
S 

Effective self-management using a range of media to 
enhance learning 
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MAP II 
ASSESSMENT /OUTCOMES MAP 
 
Map guide: 
GO = Manchester Met Graduate Learning Outcomes (Section 23) 
PLO – Programme Learning Outcomes (Section 26) – add more lines as appropriate  

 insert as appropriate 

 

Level 6 Autonomous Practice in 
Emergency Care  
 

Knowledge and Skills for 
Management of Minor Illness  

Knowledge and Skills for 
Management of Minor Injury 

 Portfolio (4000 
words) 
including essay 
of 
3000 words 

OSCE 
equivalent of 
500 words 

Portfolio (3500 
words) 
including essay 
of 1500 words 
 

OSCE 
equivalent of  
1000 words 

Portfolio (3500 
words including 
essay 
1500 words 

OSCE 
equivalent of  
1000 words 

GO 1       

GO 2       
GO 3       

GO 4       

GO 5       

GO 6       

GO 7       

PLO 1       
PLO 2       
PLO 3       

PLO 4       
PLO 5       
PLO 6       

PLO 7       
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Level 7 Autonomous Practice in 

Emergency Care  
 

Knowledge and Skills for 
Management of Minor Illness  

Knowledge and Skills for 
Management of Minor Injury 

 Portfolio (4000 
words) 
including essay 
of 
3000 words 

OSCE 
equivalent of 
500 words 

Portfolio (3500 
words) 
including essay 
of 1500 words 
 

OSCE 
equivalent of  
1000 words 

Portfolio (3500 
words) 
including essay 
1500 words 

OSCE 
equivalent of  
1000 words 

GO 1       

GO 2       
GO 3       

GO 4       

GO 5       

GO 6       

GO 7       

PLO 1       
PLO 2       
PLO 3       

PLO 4       
PLO 5       



 

 

SECTION G 
 
Approved Modifications to Programme Specification since Approval/Last Review 
The following log provides a cumulative of minor and major modifications made to the Programme Specification since its approval/last review.   

 
FAQSC Reference 
(or PARM ref for 
Major 
Modifications 
requiring strategic 
approval) 

Programme Specification Title 
(specify award titles/routes 
affected by change) 

Brief Outline of Minor Modification/ 
Major Modification 
 (Minor - include level & title of units & a brief 
description of modification) 
(Major  - include details of change such as new 
routes, pathways etc) 

Date of FAQSC 
Approval (or 
PARM event) 
 

Approval effective 
from: 

Details of cohort of students who will 
be   affected by the modification  
(eg students entering Level 5 wef  
September 2014 onward) 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

 

 

 


