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UNIVERSITY STANDING PANEL REPORT 
 
Part A: Summary Report                         CONFIRMED 
 

A1 Programme Specification Title(s) 
Partner  Organisation 

 
BA (Hons) Social Care 
 
A2 Home Department/School Social Work and Social Care 

A3 Home Faculty or 
Supporting Faculty 

Health, Psychology and Social Care 

A4 Type of Proposal  Periodic Review 
 

A5 Date of Standing Panel 27 November 2012 

A6 Objectives of Event 

 
To ensure that the design, academic standards and quality of learning opportunities of the 
existing programme, together with the proposed developments, given strategic approval on 
9 August 2012 (SAF ref PARM/12/098 refers) and as outlined in 7 below, remain appropriate 
to the award to which the programme leads and are informed by reference to institutional 
regulations and policies, national benchmarks and relevant professional and employment 
demands.   
 
A7 Outline of Proposal/Development(s) 

 
The BA (Hons) Social Care programme was established in February 2011 as part of the MMU 
EQAL* process and represented a development of the BA (Hons) Social Change programme.  
The BA (Hons) Social Change was last reviewed in January 2007.  The title change had been 
made as a result of extensive market research at the time of the EQAL process, with the 
purpose of increasing emphasis on employability and refocusing the role of the programme 
within the portfolio of related programmes within the Department of Social Work and Social 
Change. 
 
The key points of focus for the programme was to provide a sound theoretical grounding in 
social care, the development of autonomous leaders, a strong emphasis on employability and 
the preparation of students for vocational training and employment in the social care sector. 
 
As part of the EQAL process, the structure of the programme and all the unit specifications 
had been rewritten and aligned to the Framework, and these had been approved through a 
series of University Standing Panels.   
 
In light of the significant amount of scrutiny given to undergraduate programmes during 
2010/11 and 2011/12, and in recognition of the fact the re-aligned curriculum had not yet 
been fully implemented, the Head of Centre for Academic Standards & Quality Enhancement 
(CASQE) agreed that, where appropriate, undergraduate programmes undergoing periodic 
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review during 2012/13 might be considered for a “truncated” review.  Such a review would 
address the requirement to ensure that the overarching health and quality of the programme 
was being maintained and that the student experience was satisfactory, but did not require 
any further scrutiny of curriculum content. 
 
*   EQAL: 

In the Summer of 2010 the University, as part of a wide ranging new initiative, Enhancing Quality and Assessment in 
Learning (EQAL), took a strategic decision to re-align its undergraduate provision to a new Undergraduate Curriculum 
Framework (based on a 30 credit unit structure).  Re-alignment to the new structure was undertaken over a two year 
period with the following roll out dates: 
• 2010/11 Levels 3 & 4 re-aligned for delivery wef September 2011 
• 2011/12 Level 5 re-aligned for delivery wef September 2012 
• 2011/12 Level 6 re-aligned for delivery wef September 2013 

 
**  criteria for “truncated review” 
 No changes proposed to curriculum content other than those that would be considered minor modification (these to be 

undertaken through standard Faculty processes) plus confirmation from scrutiny of a range of data, that the programme 
was in general good health. 

 
A8 Conduct of the Event and Panel Membership 

 
The Standing Panel meeting was held on the All Saints campus. 
 
• Mrs Penny Renwick    (Chair) 
• Mrs Jackie Jones    (Academic Representative) 
• Mr Ben Atkins  (Student Union Representative) 
• Mrs Marian Kelly   (Panel Secretary) 
 
The panel included the following external member appointed by the Head of Centre for 
Academic Standards & Quality Enhancement: 
 
• Dr Graham Worsdale    (formerly Associate Dean of Faculty, Huddersfield University) 

 
The Panel invited Martin King, Programme Leader, to speak to the proposal.  
 
A9 Documentary Evidence Base 

 
• Agreed Approval Process 
• Strategic Approval Form and confirmation of Strategic Approval 
• Course Development Plan  
• Programme Specification 
• Report on Meeting with Students 
• Programme Team Action Plan response to issues raised in Student Report 
• External Examiner Reports and Uniwide statistical data (as considered by the Head of 

CASQE as part of the initial “health check” for standing panel review) 
 
A10 Conclusions  

 
The Panel concluded that the intended learning outcomes of the programme were being 
achieved by students, that the standards of the University’s awards were being maintained 
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and that the programme remained current and valid in the light of developing knowledge in 
the discipline, practice in its operation and developments in teaching and learning. 
 
A11 Summary of Outcome 

The Panel recommended: 
 
(i) Continued approval with effect from September 2013 subject to fulfilment of the one 

condition in Section A13 below. 
 
A full list of the award titles approved may be found in paragraph 2 of the updated 
programme specification. 
 
A full list of changes made as part of this Review event may be found in Appendix 1 of this 
report. 
 
A12 Condition of Approval 
 
The following condition of approval must be fulfilled before the modified programme may 
commence: 
 
1. Revision of documentation to: 
 

(a) Programme Specification: 
 

(i) expand the Articulation of Graduate Prospects to include statistical 
information of graduate destinations, and the influence these have 
had on the current curriculum 

(ii) review the document for typographical errors and references to the 
previous award title of “Social Change”. 

 
(b) ensure that all sections of the CVs are completed in full. 

 
A13 Deadline(s) for Fulfilment of Condition(s) 

 
7 January 2013 
 
A14 Recommendations 

 
The Programme Team must consider and address explicitly the following recommendations 
in the course of its continuous monitoring processes: 
 
1. Revisit the decision regarding the discontinuation of the link with the Faculty 

Foundation Year as the Panel believed that it would be advantageous to retain this 
link. 

 
2. Keep under review assessment submission dates to avoid bunching of workload for 

students. 
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A15 Date of next scheduled review 
 

 
The next scheduled periodic review of the programme will be held during the Autumn/Spring 
term of 2018/19. 

 
Part C: Response to Conditions of Approval 

 
Section (i) – to be completed by Panel Secretary 

 
C1 Programme Specification 

Title 
BA (Hons) Social Care 

C2 Type of Proposal Periodic Review 

C3 Date of Standing Panel 27 November 2012 

C4 Deadline for fulfilment of 
conditions 

7 January 2013 

C5 Response to be approved 
by: 
 

Panel Chair 

 
Section (ii) – to be completed by Programme Team 

 
C7 Documentation submitted for approval 

Revised programme Specification plus 2 x CVs with additional info added. 
 
 
Section (iii) – to be completed by Panel Chair 
 
C8 Confirmation of approval 

I confirm that I am satisfied that the conditions of approval have been fulfilled. 
 
Signed:  Penny Renwick  (confirmatory email held in CASQE files) 
 
Date:   18 January 2013 
 
For CASQE use only 
 
Response to Conditions Status Summary 

CASQE 5 Date and outcome of Head of CASQE 
consideration  

18 January 2013 

CASQE 6 Head of CASQE outcome reported to 
F/CQA 

21 January 2013 

CASQE 7 Outcome reported to AQSC 
 

2012/13 annual report 

 
 
End of Part C: Response to Conditions 


