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PROGRAMME REVIEW REPORT 
 

Part A: Summary Report 
 

 

CONFIRMED 
 

A1 Programme Specification Title(s) 

Critical Care Programme 

Collaborative Partner(s) involved in Proposal: 
Existing and continuing partner: Greater Manchester Critical Care Network 

A2 Home Department/School Nursing 

A3 Home Faculty Health, Psychology and Social Care 

A4 Type of Event Review 

A5 Date of Event 12th May 2016 

A6 Objectives of Event 

To ensure that the design, academic standards and quality of learning opportunities of the 
existing provision, together with the proposed developments, given strategic approval on 5th 

August 2015 (SA ref PARM/15/075 refers) and as outlined in 7 below, remain appropriate to 
the awards to which the provision leads and are informed by reference to institutional 
regulations and policies, national benchmarks (particularly the Framework for Higher 
Education Qualifications and relevant subject benchmarks) and relevant professional and 
employment demands. 

A7 Brief Outline of Proposal/Propose Developments 

This programme was first approved in May 2011 and this is its first Periodic Review, which is 
taking place one year earlier than scheduled.  It is an entirely externally validated programme, 
delivered by the Greater Manchester Critical Care Network, and this arrangement is proposed to 
continue following this Review.   No major modifications have been requested since the 
programme was approved. 

 
There are no new awards being proposed at this Review, but the units have been changed in 
order to refocus the curriculum just on the critical care context, rather than combining these 
with studies in acute care, as in the current programme. A new acute care unit has been written 
and is proposed be offered on a stand-alone basis.  These changes will roll in for new students 
from September 2016. 

A8 Conduct of the Event and Panel Membership 

 
The event, comprising private panel meetings and meetings of the panel with members of 
the programme team and representatives of current students, was held at the Critical Care 
Skills Institute. 

 
The panel included the following internal members: 
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 Ms Sophie Benson (Chair) 

 Dr Fay Windsor (Faculty representative) 

 Miss Emma Wingate (Panel Secretary) 
 Mrs Sarah Shaw (Centre for Academic Standards and Quality Enhancement 

representative) 

 
The panel included the following external member appointed by the Head of  Centre for 
Academic Standards & Quality Enhancement after nomination by the Faculty: 

 
 Dr Martin Walsh (Leeds Beckett University) 

A9 Documentary Evidence Base 

 Programme Specification 

 Unit Specification Proformas 

 Subject External Examiner comments & Programme team response 

 Course Development Plan (including approved Strategic Approval Form) 

 Summary CVs of staff teaching on the programme 
 Human Resources Report 

 Specialist Resources Report 
 Programme Management Report 

 Recognised Tutor Status Approval Form 

 Update on progress with Collaborative Agreement 

A10 Conclusions on Innovation and Good Practice 

 
The Panel identified the following aspects of good practice: 

 
1.   The robust and defensible rationale for the proposed change at Review to separate 

the acute and critical care components of the programme and the extent to which 
this reflects the distinct practice needs of clinicians working in these specialised areas; 

 
2.   The extent to which the programme aligns with the National Competency Framework 

for Adult Critical Care Nurses; 
 

3.   The clinical currency and credibility of the academics and clinicians involved in the 
programme delivery, which make the programme entirely fit for purpose; 

 
4.   The extent of the collaborative working and enthusiasm within the programme team, 

including the University Link Tutor. 

A11 Conclusions on Quality and Standards 

The Panel concluded that the intended learning outcomes of the provision were being 
achieved by students, that the standards of the University’s awards were being maintained 
and that the provision, as modified, remained current and valid in the light of developing 
knowledge in the discipline, practice in its operation and developments in teaching and 
learning. However, due to the funding arrangements for the programme, it was deemed 
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appropriate to set a period of approval that reflected the required duration of the 
Collaborative Agreement, which was five years. 

A12 Summary of Outcome 

 
The Panel recommended: 

 
(i) Continued approval of the Critical Care Programme, delivered by the Greater 

Manchester Critical Care Network, with effect from September 2016, subject to 
fulfilment of the six conditions in Section A13 below. 

 
A full list of the award titles approved may be found in Section A of the updated 
programme specification. 

 
(ii) that the Academic Quality and Standards Committee approves the requested 

exemption from Regulations B4 and B8 of the University’s Regulations for 
Undergraduate Programmes and B4 and B7 of the Regulations for Taught 
Postgraduate Programmes. 

 
(iii) that the following Greater Manchester Critical Care Network staff are submitted to the 

Academic  Collaboration  Team  for  inclusion  on  its  Recognised  Tutor  Status  (RTS) 
register as approved to teach on the Certificate in Professional Studies in Critical Care: 

 
Honours Degree Level 

 
MR RUARI CASSIDY (STAGE ONE TEACHING APPROVAL ONLY? - TBC) 
MRS SAMANTHA COOK 
MRS CARRIE DEWITT 
MRS JILL DIN 
MRS ANGELA GIDDINS 
MRS AMANDA HARRIS (STAGE ONE TEACHING APPROVAL ONLY) 
MRS KAREN HASSALL 
MRS NICOLA PARKIN 
MRS VALERIE POOLE 
MRS ANDREA TURNBULL 
MRS ANGELA WHITEHOUSE 
MRS SHARON WHITING 

 
that the following Greater Manchester Critical Care Network staff are submitted to the 
Academic  Collaboration  Team  for  inclusion  on  its  Recognised  Tutor  Status  (RTS) 
register as approved to teach on the Postgraduate Certificate in Critical Care: 

 
Postgraduate Level 

 
MR RUARI CASSIDY (STAGE ONE TEACHING APPROVAL ONLY? - TBC) 
MRS SAMANTHA COOK 
MRS AMANDA HARRIS (STAGE ONE TEACHING APPROVAL ONLY) 
MRS NICOLA PARKIN 



PARM10.6 PARM Ref: PARM/15/075 

CASQE Page 4 of 15 PARM Report 

 

 

 

MRS VALERIE POOLE 
MRS ANDREA TURNBULL 
MRS ANGELA WHITEHOUSE 
MRS SHARON WHITING 

 
Full RTS is dependent upon and will be co-terminous with the period of approval given 
to the CPS and PgCert Critical Care to be delivered by the Greater Manchester Critical 
Care Network as outlined in Section A16 below. 

 
A full list of changes made as part of this Review event may be found in Appendix 1 of this 
report. 

A13 Condition(s) of Approval 

 
The following conditions of approval must be fulfilled before the programme may 
commence: 

 
1.   The formal Collaborative Agreement must be signed by all parties; (See Section B9iv, 

para 1 below) 

 
2.   The variations to the assessment regulations that are required must be approved by 

the appropriate parties; (See B9iii, para 2) 

 
3.   The relevant process to transfer the programme to the Flexible Curriculum 

Framework must be completed; (See B9iii, para 1) 
Secretary’s Note: Following the Event, it was confirmed that the Centre for Academic 
Standards and Quality Enhancement was satisfied with the rationale for the change 
of Framework and that updating the programme specification to show the correct 
Framework was sufficient to satisfy this condition. 

 
4.   Separate interim award learning outcomes for the two academic levels available on 

the programme must be included in the programme specification; (See B5, para 1) 

 
5.   The documentary typographical and grammatical errors that had been identified prior 

to the Review Event must be corrected. This should include: 

 
a.   providing clarity and consistency in the programme specification on who gives 

the certification for students who have completed the Acute Illness 
Recognition unit only; (See B7, para 2) 

b.   amending the reference to arrangements for library access needing ‘review 
and discussion’ (programme specification Box 34, p12); (See B8, para 1) 

c.   amending unit specifications to reflect Pass/Fail assessment for completion of 
Competency Framework. (See B9iii, para 3) 

 
6.   A statement should be provided by the Department to support the approval under 

the Recognised Tutor Status scheme of some tutors who require development to 
meet the minimum requirements for academic qualifications. (See B9iv, para 2) 

A14i Deadline(s) for Fulfilment of Condition(s) 
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Conditions 1-3: 24th June 2016 

 
Conditions 4-6: 10th June 2016 

A14ii For Collaborative Partnership Arrangement only -Deadline(s) for completion and 
signature of Formal Agreement  (normally 4 weeks after the deadline in A14i above) 

 
See above. 

A15 Recommendations 

 
The Programme Team must consider and address explicitly the following recommendation(s) 
in the course of its annual monitoring processes: 

 
1.   Consider using the ‘Turnitin’ software as a tool for both providing formative feedback 

and detecting possible plagiarism; 

 
2.   Consider making more distinction between the Level 6 & 7 unit descriptors and unit 

learning outcomes at each level; 

 
3.   Consider amending the information provided at induction to promote the range of 

online resources available to students in addition to those accessed through MMU 
library resources. 

A16 Date of next scheduled review 

The next scheduled periodic review of the provision will be held during the Autumn/Spring 
term of the academic year 2020/21. 
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Part C: Response to Conditions: Status Report 
 

Programme Title Critical Care Programme 

Collaborative Partner(s): 
(where relevant) 

Greater Manchester Critical Care Network 

Type of Event Review 

Date of Event 12th May 2016 

Deadline for 
fulfilment of 
Conditions: 

Academic 
conditions 

10th June 2016 

Formal 
Agreement(s) 

24th June 2016 

Panel Chair Ms Sophie Benson 

 
Response to be approved by (indicate as appropriate) 

Panel Chair on behalf of 
Panel 

X 

All/designated Panel 
Member (please specify) 

 

 
 
 

C1 Action Taken in Response to Condition(s) 
 
 

The following conditions of approval must be fulfilled before the programme may 
commence: 

 
1.   The formal Collaborative Agreement must be signed by all parties; (See Section B9iv, 

para 1 below) 

 
See attached confirmation of signature of Formal Collaborative Agreement. 

 
2.   The variations to the assessment regulations that are required must be approved by 

the appropriate parties; (See B9iii, para 2) 

 
See attached confirmation of approval by Chair’s Action of the requested variations to 
the assessment regulations. 

 
3.   The relevant process to transfer the programme to the Flexible Curriculum 

Framework must be completed; (See B9iii, para 1) 
Secretary’s Note: Following the Event, it was confirmed that the Centre for Academic 
Standards and Quality Enhancement was satisfied with the rationale for the change 
of Framework and that updating the programme specification to show the correct 
Framework was sufficient to satisfy this condition. 
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Completed via update of programme specification and signed off by Chair on 10th
 

June 2016. 

 
4.   Separate interim award learning outcomes for the two academic levels available on 

the programme must be included in the programme specification; (See B5, para 1) 
 

Completed via update of programme specification and signed off by Chair on 10th 

June 2016. 

 
5.   The documentary typographical and grammatical errors that had been identified 

prior to the Review Event must be corrected. This should include: 

 
a.   providing clarity and consistency in the programme specification on who gives 

the certification for students who have completed the Acute Illness 
Recognition unit only; (See B7, para 2) 

 
Completed via update of programme specification and signed off by Chair on 
10th June 2016. 

 
b.   amending the reference to arrangements for library access needing ‘review 

and discussion’ (programme specification Box 34, p12); (See B8, para 1) 

 
Completed via update of programme specification and signed off by Chair on 
10th June 2016. 

 
c.   amending unit specifications to reflect Pass/Fail assessment for completion of 

Competency Framework. (See B9iii, para 3) 

 
Completed via amendment of unit specifications and signed off by Chair on 
22nd June 2016. 

 
6.   A statement should be provided by the Department to support the approval under 

the Recognised Tutor Status scheme of some tutors who require development to 
meet the minimum requirements for academic qualifications. (See B9iv, para 2) 

 
Completed via amendment of RTS Form and signed off by Chair on 22nd June 2016. 

 Documentation submitted to for approval 

 
Amended programme specification. 
Amended unit specifications. 
Amended RTS form. 

 
C3 Panel Chair/Panel Member Comments 
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C4 Confirmation of approval 
 
 

I confirm that I am satisfied that all the condition(s) of approval has/have been fulfilled. 

Signed: Sophie Benson 

 
 
 
 

Date: 29.07.2016 
 
 
 

C5 For arrangements involving Collaborative Partners only: 

Date notification from Academic 
Collaboration Team  that Formal 
Agreement(s) signed by all parties 

21 July 2016 

 

 
 
 

Section D - For CASQE use only 

 
D1 Date Finalised Report Received 01 August 2016 

D2 Date Panel Recommendation(s) & 
responses to conditions confirmed by 
Head of CASQE 

08 August 2016 

D3 Date final outcome reported to AQSC Annual Report on Quality and Standards 2015/2016 
 
 

 


