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UNIVERSITY STANDING PANEL REPORT 
 
PART A: SUMMARY REPORT CONFIRMED 
 
 

A1 Programme Specification Title(s) 
Partner  Organisation 

 
Framework for Continuing Professional, Personal and Practice Development 
 
Introduction of new route:  Diploma in Professional Studies (Paramedic) 
 

A2 Home Department/School Department of Nursing 

A3 Home Faculty or 
Supporting Faculty 

Health, Psychology and Social Care 

A4 Type of Proposal  Major Modification 
 

A5 Date of Standing Panel 8 March 2011 

A6 Objectives of Event 

 
To ensure that the design, academic standards and quality of learning opportunities of the 
modified Network, given strategic approval on 10 May 2010 (SAF ref PARM/10/061 refers) 
and as outlined in 7 below, remain appropriate to the awards to which the Network leads and 
are informed by reference to institutional regulations and policies, national benchmarks and 
relevant professional and employment demands.   
 

A7 Outline of Proposal/Development(s) 

 
The Framework for Continuing Professional, Personal and Practice Development (CP3D) 
comprises a range of programmes aimed at a wide audience working within the fields of health, 
psychology and social care.  In keeping with the diverse previous educational attainment of 
those groups, the Framework enables students to study award bearing courses or stand-alone 
units at Levels 5 to 7. 
 
The proposal under consideration was a post-registration Diploma in Professional Studies 
(Paramedic).  The programme had been designed in collaboration with the North West 
Ambulance Service (NWAS) to equip existing Paramedics within that Service with an 
academic qualification at a minimum of Diploma level.  The Diploma would draw together six, 
previously approved, 20 credit* units at Level 5. 
 

* The Diploma falls within the University’s continuing professional development provision and would not, at present, be 
required to align with the University’s revised curriculum structure for undergraduate provision. 

 

A8 Conduct of the Event and Panel Membership 

 
The panel included the following internal members: 
 

 David Lambrick   (Chair) 

 Joss West-Burnham  (Academic Representative) 

 Francesca McCrohan  (Student Union Representative) 

 Marian Kelly (Panel Secretary) 
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The panel included the following external member appointed by the Head of Centre for 
Academic Standards & Quality Enhancement: 
 

 Trish Barker  (Liverpool John Moores University) 
 
The Panel invited Jacqui Gladwin (Head of Pre-Registration Nursing) and Jackie Cash 
(Senior Lecturer with responsibility for the Paramedic programme) to speak to the proposal. 
 

A9 Documentary Evidence Base 

 
The following documentation was provided for consideration: 
 

 Strategic Approval From and confirmation of Strategic Approval 

 Programme Specification 

 Unit Specification Proformas 

 Subject External Examiner comments 

 Statement of Coherence 

 Revised Admission Requirements for the Framework 
 
 

A10 Summary of Discussions & Identification of Good Practice 

It was noted that: 
 

 Training had moved from “in-house” to university-based as a result of Paramedics 
becoming a “registered profession”. 

 A range of institutions across the North West were providing similar awards to 
accommodate students across the region. 

 At present the course was not a compulsory qualification for Paramedics. There 
had, however, been a change in culture and a move towards post registration 
education when training had moved within universities. 

 
Confirmation was received that: 
 

 The maximum period of study for the course was six years. 

 Students were funded through the Strategic Health Authority Learning Agreement. 

 All students were recruited by the North West Ambulance Service and funded to 
undertake one unit per year. 

 The NWAS would provide a guaranteed number of students on the course per year 

 All individual units had been commissioned by, and designed in conjunction with the 
NWAS 

 Students who had undertaken the IHCD Paramedic qualification via the NWAS were 
eligible for APL against the “Anatomy and Applied Physiology for Practice” unit and 
would receive 20 credits advanced standing at Level 5.  

 Each unit was delivered at MMU over a three day period and full attendance was 
mandatory.  Attendance reports would be submitted to the NWAS. 

 Although designed primarily for this award, the units were available to be 
undertaken as stand-alone units by any student. Although students who undertook 
the units on a stand-alone basis would receive credit, only those enrolled on the 
course would be eligible to receive the award of DPS (Paramedic). 

 Through their currently availability as stand-alone awards, the programme team had 
been able to establish that students from the NWAS had appropriate access to e-
learning platforms. 

 The course would be delivered using Moodle with effect from October 2011. 
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 Students successfully completing the course would be able to progress to 
undergraduate and postgraduate courses within MMU. 

 
The Panel identified the following elements of good practice: 
 

 The variety of assessments across the six units. 

 The alignment with the University’s strategy for the development of programmes with 
employers. 

 

A11 Conclusions  

 
The Panel concluded that the intended learning outcomes of the proposed Diploma in 
Professional Studies (Paramedic) were achievable by students and appropriate to the 
standards of the University’s awards; that the course was current and valid in the light of 
developing knowledge in the discipline and developments in teaching and learning 
 

A12 Summary of Outcome 

 
The Panel recommended: 
 
Continued approval of the Framework for Continuing Professional, Personal and Practice 
Development (CP3D), modified to include the Diploma in Professional Studies (Parademic) 
with effect from September 2011 subject to fulfilment of the two conditions in Section A13 
below. 
 
A full list of the award titles approved may be found in paragraph 5 of the updated programme 
specification. 

A13 Condition(s) of Approval 

The following conditions of approval must be fulfilled before the programme/modified 
programme may commence: 
 

1. Amendment of Section 1.6 (Specific Programme/Unit Entry Requirements) of the 
Admissions Regulations to clarify that applicants must be state registered Paramedics 
with a minimum of an HCD qualification conferred by the North West Ambulance 
Service. 

 
Whilst recognising that the unit specifications were already in approval, the Panel required 
that: 
 
2. The following unit specifications were reviewed and refreshed as follows: 

 
2CP3DE722 Anatomy and Applied Physiology for Practice:   
(i) Update the reading list to reflect the latest editions ( in particular Lippincott’s 

Nursing Drug Guide) 
(ii) The paragraph within the section on Special ICTS requirements be removed 

and relocated to the Brief Summary Section. 
 

            Managing Acute and Chronic Illness: 
(i) Include Unit Specification Code 
 

            2CP3D719 Assessment of Minor Injury and Illness: 
(i) Breakdown of Student Learning Activity – recalculate percentages allocated to 

activities to achieve 100% 
(ii) Update the reading list to reflect latest editions as appropriate. 
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2CP3D723 Professional Practice for Paramedics: 
(iii) Breakdown of Student Learning Activity – recalculate percentages allocated to 

activities to achieve 100% 
(i) Assessment Strategy - Provide more details on nature of the presentation 

including the length. 
 

A14 Deadline(s) for Fulfilment of Condition(s) 

 
8 April 2011 
 

A15 Recommendations 

The Programme Team must consider and address explicitly the following recommendation(s) 
in the course of its annual monitoring processes: 
 

(i)  In preparation for the next review of the Framework, review the learning outcomes, 
assessment strategy and assessment criteria of all unit specifications to ensure 
alignment with the current University criteria.  

 

A16 Date of next scheduled review 
 

 
The Diploma in Professional Studies (Paramedic) was recommended for approval until the 
next scheduled review of the Framework for Continuing Professional, Personal and Practice 
Development (CP3D). 
 
The next scheduled periodic review of the Framework will be held during the Autumn/Spring 
term of 2011/12. 
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For CASQE use only 
 

REPORT STATUS SUMMARY for CASQE use only  
 

CASQE 1 Report approved by the 
Panel Chair 

14 March 2011 

CASQE 2 Report circulated to 
F/CQA 

14 March 2011 

CASQE 3 Date of CASQE 
Recommendation to ASSC 

1 April 2011 

CASQE 4 ASSC Date & Outcome 25 May 2011 (inquorate ASSc) 
1 June 2011 (ADC) 
Approved 

 
 
End of Part A: Summary Report 
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PART B: RESPONSE TO CONDITIONS: STATUS REPORT 
 

Programme Specification 
Title 

Framework for Continuing Professional, Personal and 
Practice Development 
 

 Introduction of new route:  Diploma in Professional 
Studies (Paramedic) 

Type of Proposal 
 

Major Modification 

Date of Standing Panel 
 

8 March 2011 

Deadline for fulfilment of 
Conditions 

8 April 2011 

Panel Chair 
 

David Lambrick 

 

Response to be approved by (indicate as appropriate) 

 

Panel Chair on behalf of 
Panel 

 

All/designated Panel 
Member (please specify) 

 

 
 

1 Action Taken in Response to Conditions 

 
1. Amendment of Section 1.6 (Specific Programme/Unit Entry Requirements) of the 

Admissions Regulations to clarify that applicants must be state registered 
Paramedics with a minimum of an HCD qualification conferred by the North West 
Ambulance Service. 

 
This amendment has been made. 

 
2. The following unit specifications were reviewed and refreshed as follows: 

 
2CP3DE722 Anatomy and Applied Physiology for Practice:   
(i) Update the reading list to reflect the latest editions ( in particular Lippincott’s 

Nursing Drug Guide) 
(ii) The paragraph within the section on Special ICTS requirements be removed 

and relocated to the Brief Summary Section. 
 

            Managing Acute and Chronic Illness: 
(ii) Include Unit Specification Code 
 

            2CP3D719 Assessment of Minor Injury and Illness: 
(iv) Breakdown of Student Learning Activity – recalculate percentages allocated 

to activities to achieve 100% 
(v) Update the reading list to reflect latest editions as appropriate. 

 
2CP3D723 Professional Practice for Paramedics: 
(vi) Breakdown of Student Learning Activity – recalculate percentages allocated to 

activities to achieve 100% 
(ii) Assessment Strategy - Provide more details on nature of the presentation 

including the length. 
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            All of the required unit amendments have been made. 
 

2 Documentation submitted for approval 

Revised Admissions Regulations 
Revised Unit Specifications 

 

 

 

3 Confirmation of approval 

I confirm that I am satisfied that the conditions of approval have been fulfilled. 
 
Signed:  David Lambrick  (signed copy held in CASQE files) 
 
Date: 1 April 2011 

 

 
For CASQE use only 

CONDITIONS STATUS SUMMARY for CASQE use only  
 

CASQE 5 Confirmation of fulfilment of 
conditions circulated to 
F/CQA 

1 April 2011 

CASQE 6 Date(s)  CASQE 
Recommendation(s) to ASSc 

1 April 2011 

CASQE 7 ASSC date & outcome  
 

25 May 2011 (inquorate ASSc) 
1 June 2011 (ADC) 
Approved 

 
 
End of Part B: Response to Conditions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


