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PROGRAMME REVIEW REPORT 
 

Part A: Summary Report  
CONFIRMED 

 

A1 Programme Specification Title(s)  

Advanced Physiotherapy Practice 
(Revised title MSc Advanced Physiotherapy approved as part of the review) 
 

Collaborative Partner(s) involved in Proposal: 
N/A 

A2 Home Department/School Health Professions 

A3 Home Faculty Health, Psychology and Social Care 

A4 Type of Event Review 

A5 Date of Event 15th January 2015 

A6 Objectives of Event 

To ensure that the design, academic standards and quality of learning opportunities of the 
existing provision, together with the proposed developments, given strategic approval on 7th 
August 2014 (SA ref PARM/14/078 refers) and as outlined in 7 below, remain appropriate to 
the awards to which the provision leads and are informed by reference to institutional 
regulations and policies, national benchmarks (particularly the Framework for Higher 
Education Qualifications and relevant subject benchmarks)  and relevant professional and 
employment demands.  
 

A7 Brief Outline of Proposal/Propose Developments  

The Advanced Physiotherapy Practice Programme was last reviewed in 2009, when it was added 
to the Faculty’s Framework for Continuing Professional, Personal and Practice Development 
(CP3d).  This Framework was formally disbanded in 2011 via a major modification and the 
Programme returned to having its own programme specification and definitive document. 
 
For this Review, the decision was taken to simplify and streamline the provision for a Masters 
level award in physiotherapy, by offering one overarching title. With effect from September 
2015, the titles MSc Physiotherapy (post-registration), MSc Musculoskeletal Physiotherapy, MSc 
Manual Therapy and MSc Cardiorespiratory Physiotherapy are proposed to be discontinued as 
separate awards, as are the ‘by research’ awards, for which there has been insufficient student 
interest.  There will now be three final award titles of PgCert Advanced Physiotherapy, PgDip 
Advanced Physiotherapy and MSc Advanced Physiotherapy.  Students with a particular area of 
interest will be advised which units to take and those wishing to study the route that is 
professionally accredited by the Musculoskeletal Association of Chartered Physiotherapists 
(MACP) will have a largely core curriculum, with just 20 credits of free choice available.  Students 
on the existing programme will not be affected by these changes and will be allowed to roll out 
on the course on which they originally enrolled. 
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There are two professional bodies associated with the programme, and therefore involved in 
the event, the MACP and the Chartered Society of Physiotherapy (CSP). 
 

A8 Conduct of the Event and Panel Membership 

The event, comprising private panel meetings and meetings of the panel with members of 
the programme team and representatives of current students, was held on the Manchester 
Campus. 
 
The panel included the following internal members: 
 

 Dr Diane Wright (Chair) 

 Mrs Joanna Dunn (Faculty representative) 

 Miss Emma Wingate (Panel Secretary) 

 Ms Penny Macbeth (Chair observer) 

 Miss Sarah Ives (Centre for Academic Standards and Quality Enhancement representative) 

 Ms Farhana Begum (Student representative) 
 
The panel included the following external members appointed by the Head of Centre for 
Academic Standards & Quality Enhancement after nomination by the Faculty: 
 

 Ms Amanda Denton (Plymouth University) 

 Mr Jacob Saranga (Coventry University) 
(also representing the MACP) 
 

Ms Nesta Hartley was allocated as the representative from the CSP, but was unable to attend 
the event in person due to an injury.  Ms Hartley submitted some comments via e-mail and 
these were incorporated into discussions. 

 

A9 Documentary Evidence Base 

 Programme Specification 

 Unit Specification Proformas 

 Subject External Examiner comments & Programme team response 

 Course Development Plan (including approved Strategic Approval Form) 

 Summary CVs of staff teaching on the programme 
 

A10 Conclusions on Innovation and Good Practice 

The Panel identified the following aspects of good practice: 
 

- The ‘inspirational’ teaching experienced by students; 
- The extent to which the team had incorporated the University’s Internationalisation 

Strategy into the programme; 
- The technology-enhanced learning that had been developed for students; 
- The wide range of assessment types included on the programme, including poster 

presentations. 
 

A11 Conclusions on Quality and Standards 
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The Panel concluded that the intended learning outcomes of the provision were being 
achieved by students, that the standards of the University’s awards were being maintained 
and that the provision, as modified, remained current and valid in the light of developing 
knowledge in the discipline, practice in its operation and developments in teaching and 
learning. 
 

A12 Summary of Outcome 

 
The Panel recommended: 
 
(i) Continued approval of the MSc Advanced Physiotherapy (formerly Advanced 

Physiotherapy Practice) with effect from September 2015 subject to fulfilment of the 
five conditions in Section A13 below. 

 
(ii) That the variation to the Regulations of the University’s Taught Postgraduate 

Programmes currently in approval, and variation to Regulation B.7, as approved by 
the Academic Quality and Standards Committee on 24 November 2014, be noted. 

 
A full list of changes made as part of this Review event may be found in Appendix 1 of this 
report. 

A13 Condition(s) of Approval 

 
The following conditions of approval must be fulfilled before the programme/modified 
programme may commence: 
 

1. All references to the MSc Advanced Physiotherapy being the point of accreditation for 
the Musculoskeletal Association of Chartered Physiotherapists must be removed from 
the programme specification; (see Section B3, para 3) 
 

2. The inclusion of a piece of research must be made clearer in the programme learning 
outcomes for the PgDip Advanced Physiotherapy; (see B5, para 2) 
 

3. The International Federation of Orthopaedic Manipulative Physical Therapists 
(IFOMPT) mapping included in the programme specification must be completed, with 
appropriate reference to evidence; (see B5, para 3) 
 

4. Box 38 of the programme specification must be amended to include the programme 
specific admission requirements for the core MACP units related to Health and Care 
Professions Council (HCPC) registration and International English Language Testing 
System (IELTS) scores; (see B7, para 1) 
 

5. Clarification and enhancement of the programme documentation, to include: 
 

o More information on external engagement and stakeholder consultation; (see 
B3, para 2) 

o More information, in the Course Development Plan, on the developmental 
work that is planned for the programme, including how to improve the weaker 
areas of the latest Postgraduate Taught Experience Survey (PTES) results; (see 
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B3, para 2) 
o Clearer explanation of how the student voice is heard and responded to; (see 

B4, para 1) 
o A review of the mapping that is included in the programme specification; (see 

B5, para 1) 
o The removal of all references to pathways and the amendment of Section C of 

the programme specification to illustrate better the distinctiveness of the 
awards within the Faculty provision, using home programme units; (see B6, 
para 1) 

o The amendment of programme learning outcome 4 to include advanced skill 
development; (see B5, para 4) 

o The inclusion of examples of best practice assessments; (see B6, para 6) 
o Strengthening of the information on the programme’s engagement with the 

University’s Internationalisation Strategy; (see B6, para 12) 
o The amendment of the programme learning outcomes for the PgDip Advanced 

Physiotherapy to include reflective practice; (see B5, para 2) 
o Updating of the reading lists and removal of specific journal articles, to be 

replaced with the journal titles only; (see B8, para 2) 
o A tidying-up of the programme documentation, to address the inconsistency 

and other documentary issues noted by Panel members (see separate list) (see 
B8ii, para 2). 

 

A14 Deadline(s) for Fulfilment of Condition(s) 

 
13th February 2015 
 

A15 Recommendations 

 
The Programme Team must consider and address explicitly the following recommendations 
in the course of its annual monitoring processes: 
 

1. Clarify in the ‘Principles of Clinical Management for Patients with 
Neuromusculoskeletal Dysfunction: Foundation Unit’ unit which research 
methodology is being used for the assessment and review its use in conjunction with 
the programme’s external examiner; 

 
2. The inclusion of more explicit terminology relating to case management and 

physiotherapy interventions in the learning outcomes for the ‘Management of the 
Acutely Ill and Critically Ill Patient’ unit; 
 

3. Amendment of the formative assessment on the ‘Physical Activity and Health’ unit to 
include other topics / areas of interest than just diabetes. 

 

A16 Date of next scheduled review 
 

The next scheduled periodic review of the provision will be held during the Autumn/Spring 
term of the academic year 2020/21. 
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Part C: Response to Conditions: Status Report 
 

Programme Title 
 

Advanced Physiotherapy Practice 
(Revised title MSc Advanced Physiotherapy approved as part 
of the review) 

Collaborative Partner(s): 
(where relevant) 

N/A 

Type of Event 
 

Review 

Date of Event 
 

15th January 2015 

Deadline for fulfilment of 
Conditions 

13th February 2015 

Panel Chair 
 

Dr Diane Wright 

 

Response to be approved by (indicate as appropriate) 
 

Panel Chair on behalf of 
Panel 

X 

All/designated Panel 
Member (please specify) 

 

  
 

C2 Documentation submitted to for approval 

Programme Team’s Response 
Revised Programme Specification 
Revised Unit Specifications 
Revised Course Development Plan 
Updated Staff CVs 

 

C3 Panel Chair/Panel Member Comments 

 
 
 

 

C4 Confirmation of approval 

 
I confirm that I am satisfied that all the condition(s) of approval has/have been fulfilled. 
  

Signed:  
 
Date:      28th February 2015 
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Section D - For CASQE use only 
 
D1 Date Finalised Report Received 

 
 

D2 Date Panel Recommendation(s)  & 
responses to conditions confirmed by 
Head of CASQE 

 

D3 Date final outcome reported to AQSC Annual Report on Quality and Standards (add year) 
 
If reported as an update after the initial report has been sent 
indicate the specific date that the approval went to AQSC 

 
 
Secretary’s Note: 
Following this Review Event, a minor modification was proposed to one of the units that had 
been requested to be borrowed by this programme from another programme in the Faculty 
(PgCert / PgDip / MSc Professional Practice Development).  The proposal was to change the 
unit’s name from ‘Evidence-Based Approach to Stroke Management’ to ‘Evidence-Based 
Approach to Acute Stroke Management’.  This change was approved by the Faculty 
Academic Quality and Standards Committee on 9th March 2015 and applies to students on 
this programme, as the previous version will no longer be available to new students from 
September 2015. 
 


