
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Faculty of Arts and Humanities 
Manchester School of Art 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MA/MSc Product Design 
 
 
 

Programme Specification 
 
 
 
 

This document provides a concise summary of the main features of the course(s) & associated award(s)  
offered through this Programme Specification, and includes  the learning outcomes that a typical student 
might reasonably be expected to achieve and demonstrate if s/he takes full advantage of the learning 
opportunities provided.  More detailed information on the learning outcomes, curriculum content, 
teaching/learning, assessment methods for each unit and on the Programme’s relationship to QAA 
Subject Benchmark Statements may be found in the dedicated student handbook for the Programme.  
The accuracy of the information in this document is reviewed periodically by the University and may be 
subject to verification by the Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education 
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Versioning of Programme Specification 
 
This programme specification is valid for the period of approval confirmed at the time of the approval/last review event 
and relates to provision approved at that point. Programme specifications are updated on an annual basis to include 
modifications approved through the University’s quality assurance processes.   
 
This version provides a description of the programme as approved for the academic session indicated in section 3 of the 
following table. 
 

1 Date of initial Approval or last review: 10 February 2012 

2 Effective date of Approved/Reviewed Programme Specification: 
 

1 September 2012 –  
31 August 2018 

3 This Version effective from: September 2016 

4 Version number: 2012/Version 5 

 
 
Students who commenced their study on awards within this programme specification prior to September 
2012 should refer to the previous version of the programme specification published on the CASQE website. 
http://www.mmu.ac.uk/academic/casqe/specs/index.php  
 

 
Modifications to Programme Specification 

 
Modifications to the programme specification since approval/last review, and the cohort of students affected by 
the change, are listed at the back of the document. 

 

 
Cross Referencing of Programme Specifications 
 

The following 
elements of 
provision 
included in this 
document is/ 
are also 
included in the 
following 
programme 
specifications 

Award  Programme Specification 

 
N/A 

 
 
 

Amendments made to provision listed in this table, must also be reflected  in the  relevant 
programme specifications listed above 

 

http://www.mmu.ac.uk/academic/casqe/specs/index.php
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MANCHESTER METROPOLITAN UNIVERSITY                                            PS1 
 
PROGRAMME SPECIFICATION 

 

0 Brief Overview 

 
(i) Brief Descriptive Summary 

This MA/MSc is an innovative collaboration between the Manchester School of Art, the 
Faculty of Science & Engineering, and the Business School. Students from engineering and 
art & design backgrounds study together to develop creative, technological and 
entrepreneurial approaches to design.  
 
Collaborative projects challenge personal approaches to product design, engage with the 
technical constraints of manufacturing and the creative use of materials and processes, and 
highlight the emotional and social values inherent within products and objects. Students 
develop advanced skills in the use of contemporary digital design and manufacturing 
technologies, and embrace the creative opportunities they offer product designers. 
 
The business unit develops project planning and management skills, raises understanding of 
markets and marketing opportunities, and highlights the financial factors that impact on 
product development within commercial manufacturing environments. 
 
The final major project synthesises and resolves a personal design methodology through 
projects developed in collaboration with live company clients and external design 
professionals. 
 
(ii) Articulation of Graduate Prospects 

 

Successful graduates will be highly employable within the design industry and a variety of 
professional destinations including design for engineering, manufacturing, design 
consultancy including research and development, design management, as well as academic 
research and teaching. The course will also prepare graduates who wish to run their own 
design practice. 
 

 
General Information 
 

1 Overarching Programme 
Specification Title  

MA/MSc Product Design  
 

2 Final award(s)/title(s) MA Product Design  
MSc Product Design  

3 Combined Honours 
Subject(s)offered through the 
programme specification together  
with associated final award(s) 

Subject(s):   n/a 
 
Final Awards: 

4 Interim exit award(s)/title(s) Postgraduate Certificate Product Design 
Postgraduate Diploma Product Design 

5 Mode(s)  
 

Full and part-time 

6 FHEQ position of final award(s) Masters (Level 7) 
 

7 Awarding institution  
 

MMU 

8 Teaching institution(s) 
 

MMU 

9 
 

Relationship with Foundation Year 
 

n/a 
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Administrative Details 
 

10 Home Department/ School/ 
Institute 

Department of Design 

11 Home Faculty 
 

Faculty of Arts and Humanities 
Manchester School of Art 
 

12 UCAS code(s) 
 

 

 
 

Collaborative Arrangements (where relevant) 
 

13 Approved Collaborative partner(s)  Partner Name Type of Collaborative Partnership 

n/a  

14 Other Approved Academic 
Partnership(s) 

Partner Name Type of Academic Partnership 

n/a  

 
 

Approval Status 
 

15 Date and Period of approval of 
most recent MMU review/ approval  

(i) Latest review/approval 
February 2012 
6 years 
September 2012 – August 2018 
 

(ii) Major Modifications to Programme Specification 
n/a 

16 Next Scheduled Review Date: 
 

n/a 

17 PS/1 effective date: 
 

September 2012  

 
 
External References/Relationships 
 

18 QAA Benchmark Statement(s)  
 

There are no Masters benchmark statements for Art and 
Design, but reference has been made to the 
undergraduate, and the generic Masters benchmark, as 
well as the undergraduate and Masters Engineering 
benchmark statements. 

19 PSRB(s) associated with final 
award of any route within the 
programme specification 

n/a 

20 Date, Outcome and Period of 
approval of last PSRB approval(s)  

n/a 
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Programme Information 
 

21 University and Programme Educational Aims 
 

(i) University Educational Aims 
 

 To develop flexible approaches to programme delivery and student support which reflect 
the needs and expectations of our students. 

 To provide a supportive and inclusive learning environment which will enable success for 
all learners. 

 To encourage the development of students’ intellectual and imaginative powers, creativity, 
independence, critical self-awareness, imagination and skills that will enhance global 
employment opportunities on graduation in all programmes. 

 To establish a culture of constant improvement in learning, teaching and assessment that 
is anticipatory, enabling, supportive, rewarding and fully aligned with the University’s vision 
and strategic objectives. 

 To provide a learning experience that is informed by research, scholarship, reflective 
practice and engagement with industry and the professions. 

 
(iii) Programme Educational Aims 
Referenced to Art and Design Benchmarking statement and Engineering benchmark statement (UK 
standard for professional engineering competence) 

 
To enable postgraduate students to 

 Demonstrate and apply autonomous skills in product design research, analysis and 
practice, including the development and application of high end digital design and 
manufacturing technologies. 

 Integrate scholarly, creative, technological and business perspectives, within the design 
processes. 

 Initiate and manage complex projects, and work in a collaborative and cross disciplinary 
way. 

 Demonstrate an appreciation of the importance of innovation and entrepreneurship within a 
contemporary professional product design context. 

 

 
 

22  
 

MMU  Educational Outcomes 
On successful completion of their course of study MMU graduates will be able to: 
 

 apply skills of critical analysis to real world situations within a defined range of contexts  

 demonstrate a high degree of professionalism characterised by initiative, creativity, 
motivation and self management 

 express ideas effectively and communicate information appropriately and accurately using 
a range of media including ICT 

 develop working relationships using teamwork and leadership skills, recognising and 
respecting different perspectives  

 manage their professional development reflecting on progress and taking appropriate 
action  

 find, evaluate, synthesise and use information from a variety of sources 

 articulate an awareness of the social and community contexts within their disciplinary field. 
 

Programme Specific Outcomes 
Referenced to Art and Design Benchmarking statement and Engineering benchmark statement (UK 
standard for professional engineering competence) 
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(i) Final Award Learning Outcomes 

Master's degrees are awarded to students who have demonstrated: 
 
MSc Learning Outcomes: 

 a systematic understanding of chosen subjects in advanced engineering, technology and 
management in product design 

 propose a critical view of the current research, established theories and their own 
investigations in product design 

 exhibit creative thinking and innovation in their approach to the design, testing and evaluation 
of systems and components in product design 

 a broader understanding of the current practices, tools and resources within their chosen 
field in product design 

 the ability to direct, plan and implement approaches to solving complex problems in product 
design. 

 
MA Learning outcomes: 

 show a systematic understanding of selected concepts, issues, theories and topics relevant 
to creative practice in product design 

 discrimination and intellectual skills through the selection and application of appropriate 
range of research methods applicable to the practice of product design 

 originality and discrimination in the use of materials and processes, and of creative thinking 
and innovation, in their approach to the design, testing and evaluation of the practice of 
product design. 

 understanding of the position of the individual practice within its wider contexts and 
individual conceptual framework.  

 the ability to direct, plan and implement approaches to solving complex problems in product 
design 

 
(ii) Combined Honours Learning Outcomes 

n/a 
 

(iii) Pass Degree Learning Outcomes 
Not Applicable for this programme 
 

 
 

23 Interim Award Learning Outcomes 
eg for BA/BSc (Hons)  – include Level 4 and 5 but NOT Level 6; for Level 7- PGCert & PGDip but NOT MA/MSc 

Postgraduate Certificate  

 demonstrate a systematic understanding and critical view of a range of aspects, approaches 
and issues within the subject of Product design  

 Able to select, devise and implement methods to develop contextual and subject specific 
knowledge and understanding. 

 have developed key transferable and subject specific skills required to operate at  
postgraduate level 

 have successfully completed at least 60 credits 
 
Postgraduate Diploma 

 demonstrate a clear ability to make critical observations on the key theories and practices 
within contemporary Product design 

 demonstrate a wide range of creative, material, and digital design skills, appropriate to 
advanced Product design 

 demonstrate an understanding of financial and economic aspects that impact on the 
development and  management of projects within professional design and  
manufacturing practice 

 will have successfully completed at least 120 credits 
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24 Teaching/Learning and Assessment Strategy 
 

 
(i) Curriculum Design 

The programmes learning and teaching strategy is based on the principal that high quality product 
design is achieved when both the creative and technical practices that are involved in the 
development of new products, work collaboratively. It is believed that the most creative and 
innovative design work is achieved when contributors acknowledge, understand and embrace a 
range of differing creative and technical methodologies, working together in a stimulating and 
supportive working environment. 
 
The programme encourages dialogue and collaboration between students from a range of personal 
and professional disciplines, thus challenging preconceptions and encouraging innovative product 
design development. The work is informed by contemporary design theory, and utilises established 
material manufacturing production processes alongside new digital design development and 
manufacturing technologies. 
 
The work is developed with reference to professional business practice, and the opportunities and 
constraints that this imposes upon designers, thus preparing graduates for a career working within 
contemporary design and manufacturing environments.  
 
The learning is developed through individual and group projects, and utilises individual and group 
presentations to communicate learning, and enable formative feedback. Final summative 
assessment is through individual presentations, and portfolios of research findings and project 
outcomes that communicate the individual learning. 
 
Assessment is also through an ongoing personal blog will reflect on; personal research and 
understanding of the range of working practices within contemporary, historical and professional 
product design practices; the development of a personal design methodology; the development of 
an identified professional ambition. The blog is an extensive, multi-faceted and ongoing reflective 
resource, therefore to enable assessment, students will signpost assessors to key content for 
evaluation. 
 
The Units 
 
“Contextualising Design Practice” uses group and individual research & design projects, to 
enable students to discover, experience, communicate and share knowledge of a wide range of 
philosophical, material, personal, and social approaches to creativity, and how these are informing, 
influencing and developing contemporary product design practice. The unit is supported by lectures 
and group tutorial sessions, and is assessed through individual presentations and a personal 
reflective blog. 
 
“Commercial Aspects of Product Design” develops skills in project planning and management, 
raises awareness and understanding of markets and marketing opportunities, and highlights the 
financial factors that impact on the development of products within a commercial manufacturing 
environment. Contextualising creative and technical design work within a realistic business and 
financial environment raises the awareness of essential factors that influence design decisions, and 
further develops graduate employability skills. The unit is again supported by lectures and group 
tutorial sessions, and is assessed through individual business reports and an individual project plan 
produced in preparation for the final major project period. 
 
“CUTE Values for Product Design” develops advanced CAD & CAM skills, and their application 
within the contemporary product design & manufacturing environments. It provides a deeper 
understanding of technical approaches to the subject area, developing skills appropriate for 
employability within contemporary design and manufacturing practice, whilst also engendering an 
enquiring approach to the creative opportunities afforded by new digital technologies. The learning 
is supported by practical skills workshops in the use of digital design and manufacturing 
technologies, lectures and groups tutorials, and is assessed through individual presentations, a 
digitally produced portfolio, and a product development report. 
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“Material & Emotional Values for Product Design” develops an understanding of the creative 
opportunities in the use of material and process for developing manufactured products and the 
emotional and social values inherent within products and objects. This unit is supported by lectures 
and group tutorial sessions, and is assessed through individual presentations and a personal 
reflective blog. 
 
The “Final Major Project Period” synthesises and resolves the prior learning, and encourages 
exploration, innovation, adaptability, risk tasking, and high level realisation and resolution.  It also 
determines the final masters’ award for each individual student, and this is dependent on the focus 
and ambition of the negotiated final major project period. Students who take a more technically 
focussed approach will work towards an MSc, whilst students with a more creative approach will 
work towards an MA. This negotiated final period of study therefore provides the opportunity for 
students to convert from BA to MSc, and vice versa. 
 
Within the unit students can choose to pursue either individual or collaborative projects, but it is 
highly desirable that final major project period should have an element of external collaboration, 
such as a live company client, or professional mentoring from an external business partner. The 
unit is supported by group and individual tutorials, and assessed through individual interim/final 
presentations of research findings, ongoing design developments, and final outcomes, and 
concludes with a public presentation of the major project outcomes. 
 
The final major project period is again supported by a personal reflective blog. From the blog 
information, students produce a written document (3000-5000 words), that communicates the 
ambition and development of the project work, and reflects upon the success of the final outcomes. 
 
Student resources & costs: 
Each of the units has an associated book list, these books are available from the University Library 
but it is encouraged that students should purchase their own copies of publications that best inform 
their developing personal practice.  
 
Students will also be expected to have their own laptops to better facilitate the day to day 
development and documentation of their programme of studies. They may also wish to purchase 
specific CAD programmes (such as Solidworks) in support of their studies, however this is not 
essential and all programmes utilised by the programme are available on University computers. 
Students are also advised to possess a good quality camera for the documentation and 
presentation of project work. Indicative total cost for laptop & camera: £800 – £1000. 
 
It is expected that students should be prepared to travel as part of their studies, and although not 
compulsory, students will be encouraged to partake in national and international research study 
trips. Indicative total cost for research study trips: up to £1000 
- Above costs correct on date of publication: February 2012 
 
 
 
 

(ii) Programme Specific Assessment Criteria 
 

n/a 
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25 Programme Structure 

 

(i) Engagement with the University-wide Provision 
 

As this is a Masters degree over only one year it has been decided that it is not appropriate to offer 
a Uniwide language component in view of the heavy mandatory course content. 
 

(ii)Structures, levels, credits, awards, curriculum map of all units (identifying core/option 
status, credits, pre or co-requisites) potential entry/exit points and 
progression/award requirements 

  
 
Contextualising  
Design Practice 
 
 

30 Credits 
 

  
Material & Emotional Values 
for Product Design 
 
 

30 Credits 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Final Major  
Project Period 
 
 
 

60 Credits 

   

 
CUTE Values  
for Product Design 
 

30 Credits 
 

 

 
Commercial Aspects  
of Product Design 
 

30 Credits 

 

 
 
 
 
Full time MA/MSc Product Design 
 
Level 7 
 

Core Units 

 
Code Status (if applicable) 

-  Pre/Co-requisites 
-  Excluded units 

Unit Title No of 
credits 

110A0001  Contextualising Design Practice 30 

110A0002  Commercial Aspects of Product Design 30 

110A0005  CUTE Values for Product Design 30 

110B0006  Material & Emotional Values for Product Design 30 

110A0004 
110A0007 

 Final Major Project Period (MA) or 
Final Major Project Period (MSc) 

60 
60 
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Part time MA/MSc: Year one 
 
60 credits 
 

Core Units 

 
Code Status (if applicable) 

-  Pre/Co-requisites 
-  Excluded units 

Unit Title No of 
credits 

110A0001  Contextualising Design Practice 30 

110B0006  Material & Emotional Values for Product Design 30 

 
 
Part time MA/MSc: Year two 
 
120 credits 
 

Core Units 

 
Code Status (if applicable) 

-  Pre/Co-requisites 
-  Excluded units 

Unit Title No of 
credits 

110A0002  Commercial Aspects of Product Design 30 

110A0005  CUTE Values for Product Design 30 

110A0004 
110A0007 

 Final Major Project Period (MA) or 
Final Major Project Period (MSc) 

60 
60 

 
 
On successful completion of the following Level 7 credits: 
 
  60 credits:  Interim/final exit award – PG Certificate Product Design 
120 credits: Interim/final exit award – PG Diploma Product  Design 
180 credits: Final exit award  - MA Product Design, MSc Product Design 
 

 
 
 

26 Personal Development Planning 
 

 
The process of Personal (and Professional) Development Planning is an integral part of the 
programme, and is facilitated through the personal reflective blog requirement for assessment in 
all units. The programme conforms to the Manchester School of Art’s PDP Scheme whereby PDP 
is embedded in the curriculum through all units and is supported by the PDP tutorial. 
 

 

 

 

27 Placement and/or Work-based Learning Activities 
 

 
n/a 
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28 Programme Specific Admission Requirements 
 

 
Standard University admissions requirements at Masters level: 
Students should have a 2:2 honours degree or higher, or a postgraduate diploma, or a professional 
qualification recognised as being equivalent to a UK honours degree, in a relevant subject area. 
Other qualifications or experience may be acceptable if they demonstrate appropriate knowledge 
and skills to a UK honours degree standard. 
 

 
 

29 Approved Variations/Exemptions from University Regulations 
 

 
None 
 

 
 

30 Programme Management Arrangements 
 

 
The Programme home will be the Manchester School of Art, but it is in 50/50 collaboration with 
Science and Engineering Faculty.  In support of the philosophy of this collaboration the programme 
team will work 50/50 together on the delivery of the programme as a whole.  Unit ownership will be 
as follows: 
 

Contextualising Design Practice Manchester School of Art 

Material & Emotional Values for Product Design Manchester School of Art 

Commercial Aspects of Product Design MMUBS 

CUTE Values for Product Design Engineering 

Final Major Project Period Joint School of Art and Engineering 

 
There will be one programme committee administrated with Art and Design and a Student/Staff 
committee with representation from students from both pathways 
 

 

 

31 Staff Responsibilities 
 

 
The programme will have a Programme Leader from the Manchester School of Art, and two 
pathway leaders, one in each faculty to liaise on the joint delivery of the curriculum and student 
support.  
 
In addition to these, other specific roles have been identified and allocated for the management of 
programme delivery as follows (in line with guidance provided within the University’s “Management 
of Programme Delivery” document).  
 
- Unit Leader 
- Admissions Tutor 
- Workshops Link Tutor 
- IT Link Tutor 
 
These roles will be allocated across the academic staff team, and may require staff members to 
take on multiple roles. 
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32 Student Support Strategy 
 

Academic Counselling 
From the outset of the programme, students are allocated a personal tutor, who looks after their 
academic welfare.  Tutorials take place where the student’s progress on the programme is 
discussed.  Each tutorial is recorded by the student and logged on the student’s file with a copy to 
be contained in the student’s personal file. 
 
Pastoral Care 
The personal tutor is also the main source for students’ pastoral care.  Normally, they are the first 
approached if students need advice or help with personal problems, or any other matters that may 
be adversely affecting their ability to undertake the programme.  If for any reason students prefer to 
talk to the course leader or another member of staff they are encouraged to feel free to approach 
them. 
 
Tutorials 
Tutorials are frequently carried out, either on a one to one, staff to student basis, or in a group 
situation.  Tutorials provide a valuable opportunity for students to have an in-depth discussion on 
their work. The student makes a record of tutorials.  These records are kept in the student file for 
reference and to assist in the recording of student progress.  The student will keep a copy for their 
own PDP files, and students may have access to their own records on request. 

  
Faculty Student Support 
If a member of the staff team cannot help, or the student wishes to talk to someone outside the 
programme the Faculty Student Support Officer is a first point of contact if students have any 
questions about studying at MMU or living in Manchester. She can advise students on a range of 
issues related to university life and can also signpost students to other relevant sources of 
information and advice around the campus and the city, as appropriate.  The following is a list of 
ways that the Student Support Officer can help students: 

 

 finding their way around campus and Manchester  

 managing their time  

 presentation skills  

 reflective journals  

 research  

 essay writing  

 exam tips  

 dealing with stress  

 getting the best from their course  

 anything else they would like to talk about.  

The Student Support Officer is available to meet with students by appointment on a one-to-one 
basis, in confidence, and also runs study skills workshops throughout the year.  

Disabled Students 
Students who have a disability or a Specific Learning Difficulty, such as dyslexia, and might need 
support with their studies are encouraged to seek advice from Learner Development Service, at the 
earliest opportunity.  Learner Development Service provides a comprehensive advisory, 
assessment and support service to students with disabilities.   

 
Students who find they need some extra help when faced with the demands of Higher Education 
will be helped by a Learner Development Service Adviser who will use medical evidence and an 
initial assessment to identify needs and suggest strategies which may prove helpful. The adviser 
will produce a Personal Learning Plan (PLP) with the student, which identifies to teaching staff  
his/her support needs and advises them of any reasonable adjustments they may need to make. 
The PLP is then sent to the programme leader or administrative officer (with the student’s 
permission). 
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Once the student’s needs have been assessed, it may be possible to apply for Disabled Students 
Allowance (DSA) from the student’s Local Education Authority. DSA funds can provide study 
related human support such as a dyslexia tutor, library assistant or (British Sign Language) BSL 
interpreter. They can also cover the costs of any specialist equipment or technology support the 
student may need. Learner Development Service can advise students on this and the process for 
receiving support via the DSA. 
 
Dyslexia Guidelines 
Dyslexia principally affects reading and writing, but it can affect general organisational ability, time 
keeping, following instructions, co-ordination, sense of direction, reading maps and can impact on 
the ability to pronounce long words. If students think they might be dyslexic Learner Development 
Service can offer initial screening assessments and if appropriate a referral to an Educational 
Psychologist. 

 
Dyslexia, dyspraxia and other Specific Learning Difficulties are all considered to be disabilities in 
the context of Higher Education. Students with these difficulties may be eligible to apply for 
Disabled Students Allowances (DSA). Learner Development Service can offer help and guidance. 

 
Self Help 
This describes the activity of students informally teaching, demonstrating and exchanging 
information with each other.  Although this is done informally, students may wish to set up their own 
activities such as workshops and/or study groups. 
 

 
 

33 Student Evaluation 
 

 
Student representatives take part in the Programme Committee. The role of student representative 
is:  
  
(i) To represent their fellow students;  
  
(ii) To bring key issues concerning the management of the programme  
(including learning, teaching, assessment and learning support) to the attention of the programme 
team;  
  
(iii) To participate in the Continuous Monitoring and Improvement as members of the Programme 
Committee;  
  
(iv) To provide advice to the Programme Team on issues relating to the quality of the student 
learning experience;  
  
(v) To provide advice to the programme team on the operation of processes for the polling of 
student opinion on the learning experience, its analysis, response and publication;  
  
(vi) To be consulted about proposals for programme development;  
  
(vii) To be members of the student/staff liaison committee if such a group has been established by 
the programme committee.  
  
The programme leader will ensure that student representatives are fully aware of their role and 
responsibilities, and support them in the fulfillment of their duties.  The MMU Students’ Union 
provides training for student representatives.  
 
The other key element in student participation in the quality management of their learning is the 
provision of systematic polling of student opinion, its analysis and how issues identified by students 
are formally responded to, which is an essential component of the annual monitoring exercise. This 
is ascertained by the student staff consultative committee, and by unit evaluation feedback forms. 
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Student Staff Consultative Committee 
The Programme has a Student Staff Consultative Committee that meets at least twice a year, in 
advance of Programme Committees.   While students are represented on the Programme 
Committee this additional committee provides a further opportunity to gather student feedback 
concerning quality and standards. This is a student led forum and in terms of membership students 
should, wherever possible, outnumber staff. 
 
Membership  

The Student Staff Consultative Committee will normally consist of the following members: 

 Elected students elected from full time and part time of each pathway  
   [one of whom will act as Chair and another as secretary]; 

 Two academic staff members, one of whom should be the Programme Leader; 
  
The Committee has the power to co-opt members, in particular when agenda items require input 
from other students and/or staff or where the specialisms covered within the Programme demand 
wider student/staff participation.  
 
Responsibilities 
The Committee [which reports to the Programme Committee] will be responsible for providing 
feedback on matters relating to: 
 

 Curriculum and Learning Outcomes 

 Assessment and Achievement 

 Teaching and Learning 

 Progression and Achievement 

 Learning Resources and their deployment 

 Other matters not covered by the above that are deemed to be of concern to the student body. 
 
Student evaluation 
Formal feedback from students takes the form of unit evaluations and minutes from Student/Staff 
Consultative Committees.  Whilst these, and Programme Performance Indicators (PPI’s), form the 
basis for the qualitative and quantitative data staff use to assess and improve the effectiveness of 
programme design and delivery, feedback through the informal channels through dialogue between 
staff and students in teaching situations provide opportunities for the programme team to fine tune 
factors negatively affecting the student experience on a day to day basis. 
 

  
 
 
 

  

34 Engagement with Employers 
 

 
Throughout the programme students must research and identify a range of design and 
manufacturing practices/professionals, and initiate contacts with appropriate external 
partners/collaborators that are appropriate to their professional ambition.  
 
Through the Final Major Project Period, it is highly desirable that students should engage with their 
established network of external professional partners, and develop projects in collaboration with a 
live company client or brief, or in collaboration with a professional mentor. 
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35 Points of Reference  
 

 
Internal 

 
University Policy documents: 

 

 University Mission and Strategic Aims  

 Programme Approval, Review and Modification Procedures outlined on the Centre for 
Academic Standards & Quality Enhancement website  

 Relevant University Assessment Regulations for Programmes of Study  - Postgraduate 

 University Curriculum Framework – Taught Postgraduate 

 MMU Strategy for Learning, Teaching and Assessment  

 Institutional Code of Practice for the Assessment of Students  

 University Standards Descriptors  

 University’s Equality and Diversity policy  

 University guidance on collaborative provision 

 University Academic Ethics Framework 

 Student Engagement Policy 

 Programme Handbooks 

 Management of Programme Delivery 

 Policy for Accreditation of Prior Learning 

 ICP for Placement and Work-based Learning 

 ICP for Collaborative Provision 

 Recruitment and Admissions Policy 
 

Programme Specific Information: 
 

 Previous  Programme Approval/Review/Modification Report (10 February 2012) 

 Staff Research 

 Departmental Professional/Industrial Advisory Committees 

 Staff/Student Liaison Committees 
 

External 

 QAA Subject Benchmark statement 

 QAA Framework for HE Qualifications 

 QAA Quality Code 

 External Examiner reports 
 

 
 
 
 

This Programme Specification provides a concise summary of the main features of a Programme 
and the learning outcomes that a typical student might reasonably be expected to achieve and 
demonstrate if s/he take full advantage of the learning opportunities provided.  More detailed 
information on the learning outcomes, curriculum content, teaching/learning, assessment methods 
for each unit and on the Programme’s relationship to QAA Subject Benchmark Statements may be 
found in the student handbook for the Programme.  The accuracy of the information in this document 
is reviewed periodically by the University and may be subject to verification by the Quality Assurance 
Agency for Higher Education. 
 

http://www.mmu.ac.uk/about/corporate-strategy/
http://www.mmu.ac.uk/academic/casqe/event/
http://www.mmu.ac.uk/academic/casqe/event/
http://www.mmu.ac.uk/academic/casqe/regulations/assessment.php
http://www.mmu.ac.uk/academic/casqe/regulations/curriculum-frameworks.php
http://www.celt.mmu.ac.uk/ltastrategy/index.php
http://www.mmu.ac.uk/academic/casqe/regulations/docs/assessment_icp.pdf
http://www.mmu.ac.uk/academic/casqe/regulations/docs/assessment_procedures.pdf
file://///staff2staff.ad.mmu.ac.uk/Shared/SAS/CASQE/QA%20Working%20Documents/REVISED%20FORMS%20AND%20DOCUMENTS/DRAFTS/•%09http:/www.mmu.ac.uk/humanresources/equalities/sesconsultation/appendix-i-mmu-equality-&-diversity-policy.pdf
http://www.mmu.ac.uk/academic/casqe/collaborative/index.php
http://www2.mmu.ac.uk/rke/ethics-forms/
http://www.mmu.ac.uk/academic/casqe/regulations/docs/student_engagement_policy.pdf
http://www.mmu.ac.uk/academic/casqe/regulations/docs/prog_handbooks.pdf
http://www.mmu.ac.uk/academic/casqe/regulations/docs/programme-management.pdf
http://www.mmu.ac.uk/academic/casqe/regulations/docs/APL_policy.pdf
http://www.mmu.ac.uk/academic/casqe/regulations/docs/placement_icp.pdf
http://www.mmu.ac.uk/academic/casqe/collaborative/docs/collab_icp.pdf
http://www.mmu.ac.uk/academic/casqe/regulations/docs/admissions_policy.pdf
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Appendix I 
 

RELATIONSHIP TO SUBJECT BENCHMARK STATEMENT(S) 
 
Matrix of learning outcomes mapped onto the Masters Level Benchmarks 

Programme 
Learning 

Outcomes 

Indicated by a   
(to be filled in) 

           

MA show a systematic understanding of selected concepts, issues, theories and topics relevant to creative practice in product design  
 discrimination and intellectual skills through the selection and application of appropriate range of research methods 

applicable to the practice of product design 

  

 originality and discrimination in the use of materials and processes, and of creative thinking and innovation, in their 
approach to the design, testing and evaluation of the practice of product design. 

  

 understanding of the position of the individual practice within its wider contexts and individual conceptual 
framework.  

  

 the ability to direct, plan and implement approaches to solving complex problems in product design   

         

MSc Propose a critical view of the current research, established theories and their own investigations 
in Product Design; 

 

 Exhibit creative thinking and innovation in their approach to the design, test and 
evaluation of systems and components in Product Design; 

  

 Demonstrate a broader understanding of the current practices, tools and resources 
within their chosen field in Product Design; and 

  

 Direct, plan and implement approaches to solving complex problems in 
Product Design. 

  

 Show a systematic understanding of chosen subjects in advanced 
engineering, technology and management in Product Design; 

  

  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Unit 1: 
Contextualising 
Design practice 

1. Demonstrate a knowledge of contemporary and historical 
design cultures       o   o  

 2. Demonstrate a knowledge of a range of individual design 
methodologies within the wider context of contemporary 
professional product design practices  

       o o   

 3. Identify theoretical, social, political and economic drivers 
and agencies informing the discipline  

      o     
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 4. Critically evaluate collaborative team work across a range 
of design approaches and methodologies 

     0   o   

 5. Critique where current individual practice is located within 
the wider context of contemporary professional product 
design practices 

     0 o   o  

             

Unit 2: 
Commercial 
Aspects of 
Product Design 

1. Research and critically evaluating the product/service 
design from customer’s use/consumption perspective       o   o   

 2. Evaluate and select options for bringing a product to market 
including financial considerations 

     o   o   

 3. Critically evaluate and select strategies to overcome 
barriers and lead multi-cultural and cross-functional teams 
effectively  

      o     

 4. Research and propose a preliminary proposal for an 
identified context for the final major project unit. 

      o  o   

             

Unit 3: CUTE 
Values for 
Product Design 

1. Identify and specify an appropriate subject/problem area 
relating to new product development for design analysis, 
synthesis and refinement so integrating creative strategies 
and appropriate technological knowledge. 

          o 

 2. Validate and justify design choices relating to the defined 
objectives using appropriate design tools including 
drawings, test rigs, CAD, digital files, models and 
prototypes. 

        o o  

 3. Apply and produce a series of CAD product renderings of 
designed objects to a professional standard, 2D, 3D and 
animation 

        o   

 4. Use a structured approach to analyse the multiple values 
of existing and proposed products. 

         o  

 5. Understand and analyze where developing individual 
practice is located within the wider context of 
contemporary professional product design practices. 

      o     

             

Unit 4: Material 
and Emotional 
Values for 
Product Design 

1. Demonstrate knowledge of and a questioning approach to 
the use of materials and process within the creative 
development and production of products 

       o  o  
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 2. Articulate an understanding of the personal and emotional 
connections people make with objects 

        o o  

 3. Articulate knowledge of the historical and contemporary 
context of objects within society 

      o     

 4. Apply and critique theoretical, social, political and 
economic drivers and agencies informing individual 
practice within the discipline 

      o     

 5. Understand and critique where developing individual 
practice is located within the wider context of 
contemporary professional product design practices 

     o o   o  

             

Unit 5: Final 
Major Project 
Period 

1. Research, develop and resolve a body of work that 
syntheses previous learning, and communicates a 
personal design methodology 

     o   o   

 2. Demonstrate innovative application of advanced practical 
and theoretical knowledge 

       o    

 3. Demonstrate an ability to manage a complex and 
challenging independent/collaborative/live major project 
period 

     o      

 4. Identify strategies to develop and sustain individual 
practices and engage audiences within the wider 
professional arena 

     o  o o   

 5. Critique and resolve where individual practice is located 
within the wider context of contemporary professional 
product design practices 

        o o  
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Generic Masters 

Benchmarks 
Indicated by a X            

 1. a systematic understanding of knowledge, and a critical 
awareness of current problems and/or new insights, much of 
which is at, or informed by, the forefront of their academic 
discipline, field of study or area of professional practice 

          

 2. a comprehensive understanding of techniques applicable to their own 
research or advanced scholarship 

 3. originality in the application of knowledge, together with a practical 
understanding of how established techniques of research and enquiry are used 
to create and interpret knowledge in the discipline 

 4. conceptual understanding that enables the student: to evaluate critically current 
research and advanced scholarship in the discipline 

 5. to evaluate methodologies and develop critiques of them and, where appropriate, to propose 
new hypotheses. 

Typically, 
holders of the 

qualification will 
be able to: 

6. deal with complex issues both systematically and creatively, make sound judgements in the 
absence of complete data, and communicate their conclusions clearly to specialist and non-
specialist audiences 

 7. demonstrate self-direction and originality in tackling and solving problems, and act autonomously in 
planning and implementing tasks at a professional or equivalent level 

 8. continue to advance their knowledge and understanding, and to develop new skills to a high level. 
 9. the exercise of initiative and personal responsibility 
 10. decision-making in complex and unpredictable situations 
 11. the independent learning ability required for continuing professional development. 
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Appendix II 
 

ASSESSMENT MAP 
 
 
 

Unit title Unit learning outcomes Unit 
assessment 
strategies 

MMU Employability and sustainability 
outcomes 

MMU 
educational 
outcomes 

Progra
mme 
educati
onal 
outcom
es 

Unit 1: 
Contextualising 
Design Practice 

1. Demonstrate a knowledge of contemporary and 
historical design cultures relevant to product design 
practices 
 

Individual 
presentation 
and portfolio 
(60%) 
 

Demonstrate professionalism and ethical 
awareness 
Communicate effectively using a range 
of media 
Apply teamwork and leadership skills 
Manage own professional development 
reflectively 
find, evaluate, synthesise and use 
information from a variety of sources 
Use systems and scenario thinking 
 

1,2,3,4,6 1, 2, 3,  

2. Demonstrate a knowledge of a range of individual 
design methodologies within the wider context of 
contemporary professional product design practices  
 

3. Identify theoretical, social, political and economic 
drivers and agencies informing the discipline 
 

4. Critically evaluate collaborative team work across a 
range of design approaches and methodologies 

 

Personal 
reflective blog 
(40%) 
 

5,7 4 

5. Critique where current individual interest is located 
within the wider context of contemporary professional 
product design practices 
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Unit 2: 
Commercial 
Aspects of 
Product Design 

1. Research and critically evaluate the product/service 
design from customer’s use/consumption perspective  

Individual plan 
40% 

Analyse real world situations critically 
Demonstrate professionalism and ethical 
awareness 
Communicate effectively using a range 
of media 
Apply teamwork and leadership skills  
Manage own professional development 
reflectively 
Find, evaluate, synthesise and use 
information 
Work within social, environmental and 
community contexts 
Use systems and scenario thinking 
Engage with stakeholder/interdisciplinary 
perspectives 
 

6, 2, 3, 4,  1, 2, 3, 
4 

 2. Evaluate and select options for bringing a product to 
market including financial considerations 
 

 3. Critically evaluate and select strategies to overcome 
barriers and lead multi-cultural and cross-functional 
teams effectively  
 

 4. Research and propose a preliminary proposal for an 
identified context for the final major project unit. 

Individual 
reflection 60% 

1, 3, 5,  1, 2, 4 

      
Unit 3:  
CUTE Values 
for Product 
Design 

1. Identify and specify an appropriate subject/problem 
area relating to new product development for design 
analysis, synthesis and refinement so integrating 
creative strategies and appropriate technological 
knowledge. 

Individual 
product 
presentation 
and portfolio 
(60%) 

Analyse real world situations critically 
Demonstrate professionalism and ethical 
awareness 
Communicate effectively using a range 
of media 
Manage own professional development 
reflectively 
Find, evaluate, synthesise and use 
information 
Work within social, environmental and 
community contexts 
Use systems and scenario thinking 
Engage with stakeholder/interdisciplinary 
perspectives 
 

6, 2, 3, 4, 1,2,3,4 

 2. Validate and justify design choices relating to the 
defined objectives using appropriate design tools 
including drawings, test rigs, CAD, digital files, models 
and prototypes. 

 3. Apply and produce a series of CAD product 
renderings of designed objects to a professional 
standard, 2D, 3D and animation 

 4. Use a structured approach to analyse the multiple 
values of existing and proposed products. 

New Product 
Development 
Report (40%) 

 

1, 3, 5, 7 1,2,4 

 5. Understand and analyze where developing individual 
practice is located within the wider context of 
contemporary professional product design practices. 
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Unit 4:  
Material and 
Emotional 
Values for 
Product Design 

1. Demonstrate knowledge of and a questioning 
approach to the use of materials and process within 
the creative development and production of products 

Individual 
presentation 
and portfolio 
(60%) 

 

Analyse real world situations critically 
Demonstrate professionalism and ethical 
awareness 
Communicate effectively using a range 
of media 
Manage own professional development 
reflectively 
Find, evaluate, synthesise and use 
information 
Use systems and scenario thinking 
 

6, 2, 3, 4, 1,2,3,4, 

 2. Articulate an understanding of the personal and 
emotional connections people make with objects 

 3. Articulate knowledge of the historical and 
contemporary context of objects within society 

 4. Critique theoretical, social, political and economic 
drivers within the discipline 

Personal 
reflective blog 
(40%) 

 

1, 3, 5, 7 1,2,4 

 5. Understand and critique where developing individual 
practice is located within the wider context of 
contemporary professional product design practices 

      
Unit 5:  
Final Major 
Project Period 

1. Research, develop and resolve a body of work that 
syntheses previous learning, and communicates a 
personal design methodology 

Individual 
presentations 
and portfolio 
(80%) 

 

Analyse real world situations critically 
Demonstrate professionalism and ethical 
awareness 
Communicate effectively using a range 
of media 
Manage own professional development 
reflectively 
Find, evaluate, synthesise and use 
information 
Work within social, environmental and 
community contexts 
Use systems and scenario thinking 
Engage with stakeholder/interdisciplinary 
perspectives 

6, 2, 3, 4, 1,2,3,4, 

 2. Demonstrate critical evaluation and selectivity in the 
application of advanced practical and theoretical 
knowledge 

 3. Demonstrate an ability to manage a complex and 
challenging independent/collaborative/live major 
project period 

 4. Identify strategies to develop and sustain individual 
practices and engage audiences within the wider 
professional arena 

 5. Critique and resolve where individual practice is 
located within the wider context of contemporary 
professional product design practices 

Personal 
reflective blog 
(20%) 

1, 3, 5, 7 1,2,4 
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Appendix III 
 

EMPLOYABILITY AND SUSTAINABILITY MAP 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Programme 
learning 

outcomes 

      

 Show a systematic understanding of chosen subjects in advanced engineering, 
technology and management in Product Design; 

 Propose a critical view of the current research, established theories and their own 
investigations in Product Design; 

 

 Exhibit creative thinking and innovation in their approach to the design, test 
and evaluation of systems and components in Product Design; 

 

 Demonstrate a broader understanding of the current practices, tools 
and resources within their chosen field in Product Design; and 

 

 Direct, plan and implement approaches to solving complex 
problems in Product Design 

 

Employability 
and 

sustainability 
outcomes 

      

1 Analyse real world situations critically X   X  

2 Demonstrate professionalism and ethical awareness  X   X 

3 Communicate effectively using a range of media X     

4 Apply teamwork and leadership skills      

5 Manage own professional development reflectively X     

6 Find, evaluate, synthesise and use information X X X X X 

7 Work within social, environmental and community 
contexts 

  X   

8 Use systems and scenario thinking    X  

9 Engage with stakeholder/interdisciplinary perspectives     X 
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Appendix IV 
 
Approved Modifications to Programme Specification since Approval/Last Review 
The following log provides a cumulative of minor and major modifications made to the Programme Specification since its approval/last review.   

 
FAQSC Reference 
(or PARM ref for 
Major 
Modifications 
requiring strategic 
approval) 

Programme Specification Title 
(specify award titles/routes 
affected by change) 

Brief Outline of Minor Modification/ 
Major Modification 
 (Minor - include level & title of units & a brief 
description of modification) 
(Major  - include details of change such as new 
routes, pathways etc) 

Date of FAQSC 
Approval (or 
PARM event) 
 

Approval effective 
from: 

Details of cohort of students who will 
be   affected by the modification  
(eg students entering Level 5 wef  
September 2014 onward) 

 MA/MSc Product Design Information Only 
Change to the order of the delivery of units 
across the full-time and part-time routes. 

Noted 
7 Oct 2014 

Sept 2014 All students wef September 2014 

 MA/MSc Product Design Admin Purposes Only 
Creation of two unit codes for the Final Major 
Project in order to differentiate students for 
the MA/MSc exit award 

N/A Sept 2015 All students wef September 2015 

 MA/MSc Product Design Advanced Digital Design 
Suspension of core unit 
CUTE Values for Product Design / Material & 
Emotional Values for Product Design 
2 optional units to become core units 

29 Feb 2016 Sept 2016 All students wef September 2016 

      

      

      

      

      

      

 

 


