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UNIVERSITY STANDING PANEL REPORT 
 
PART A: SUMMARY REPORT CONFIRMED 
 
 

A1 Programme Specification Title(s) 

 
University Combined Honours Scheme – Manchester-based Provision: 
 

• Transfer of management and academic support arrangements 
• Approval of identified subject combinations 
• Discontinuation of subjects  
• Discontinuation of recruitment from Foundation Years 

 
University Combined Honours Scheme – MMU Cheshire-based Provision: 

• Adjustment of documentation to account for disaggregation of provision from 
Manchester-based provision 

 
 
A2 Home Department/School University Programme Board 

A3 Home Faculty or 
Supporting Faculty 

Student and Academic Services 

A4 Type of Proposal  Major Modification 
 

A5 Date of Standing Panel 2 May 2012 

A6 Objectives of Event 

 
To ensure that the design, academic standards and quality of learning opportunities of the 
modified programmes, given strategic approval on 23 January 2012 (SAF ref PARM/12/016 
refers) and as outlined in 7 below, remain appropriate to the awards to which the programmes 
lead and are informed by reference to institutional regulations and policies, national 
benchmarks and relevant professional and employment demands.   
 
A7 Outline of Proposal/Developments 

In 2007, the Manchester-based Combined Honours Scheme and the MMU Cheshire Joint 
Honours Scheme were merged to create a single University Combined Honours Framework.  
Provision was administered via two central offices, the Department of Combined Honours and 
Foundation Studies on the Manchester campus and the Department of Interdisciplinary 
Studies on the MMU Cheshire campus.  Whilst managed through a single overarching 
programme specification for the Framework, the subjects and available combinations offered 
on each campus were different and students were not able permitted to study across 
campuses.   The overarching Framework and infrastructure was last reviewed in May 2011. 
Periodic review of curriculum content for each subject was undertaken as part of the review of 
the “home” subject programme specification.   
 
Administration of the Scheme via a central department had been a necessity to ensure the 
quality of student experience for those on the Scheme at a time when Faculties operated 
disparate and discrete mechanisms for the administration of curriculum delivery, assessment 
and other associated processes.  However, with the introduction of central systems which 
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would more easily accommodate Combined Honours, and the recognition that the number of 
subjects and available combinations offered under the Scheme had become unsustainable, 
the University took a strategic decision to radically overhaul provision to ensure its continued 
viability.  
 
Whilst acknowledging that the Framework remained in a healthy state, the University 
determined that the operational management of Combined Honours programmes on the 
Manchester campus should be devolved to Faculties, thereby ensuring that the subject 
combinations offered to students were more closely linked to the academic delivery 
mechanisms and support provided within faculties. In addition, it was agreed that a limited 
number of subject combinations identified as being most attractive to students, should be 
approved as the only options available to students.  
 
The proposal under consideration was, therefore, to approve, in relation to Manchester-based 
provision: 
 

• The transfer of management and academic support arrangements for students from 
the central Department of Combined Honours and Foundation Studies to Faculties; 

• Approval of a limited number of  45 identified subject combinations; 
• Identification of a “Home Department” for each of the approved 45 combinations; 
• Discontinuation of subjects: Computing, European Film, Geography, Information and 

Communications and Tourism;  
• Discontinuation of recruitment from University Foundation Years; 
• Establishment of a Combined Honours University Oversight Committee to co-ordinate 

and review of the Framework, ensure the consistency of student experience and 
adherence to the principles for Combined Honours programmes. 

 
A Faculty administered Combined Honours was already in operation at MMU Cheshire where 
students were supported within the Faculty alongside single honours students. 
The structure and administrative arrangements for the provision at MMU Cheshire would, 
therefore, remain unchanged.  However, a number of documentary changes were required to 
the existing Framework documentation to reflect the separation of delivery models. 
 
In preparation for the change, student and administrative responsibility for each approved 
specified combination had been assigned to a specific programme specification and Faculties 
had required to articulate how new students would be integrated within the Faculty and to 
provide transition arrangements for students already on the Combined Honours scheme in 
order to ensure that their support through the remainder of their studies and experience on 
the programme remained positive. 
 
The next scheduled review of 2016/17 would remain for MMU Cheshire provision but would 
no longer apply to Manchester provision.  Curriculum content for the Manchester Combined 
Honours subjects was already approved alongside the identified home subject, and in future 
the administrative arrangements would also become the responsibility of the designated 
programme specification for the purposes of modification and review. 
 
A8 Conduct of the Event and Panel Membership 

 
 
The panel included the following internal members: 
 
• Mrs Helen Rowe    (Chair) 
• Mr David Shirley    (Academic Representative) 
• Mrs Marian Kelly  (Panel Secretary) 
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The panel included the following external member appointed by the Head of Centre for 
Academic Standards & Quality Enhancement: 
 
• Dr Graham Worsdale  (Associate Dean, University of Huddersfield  - retired) 

 
The follow member of staff joined the panel to provide clarification on any issues arising from 
the consideration of the documentation: 
 
• Dr David Lambrick Director of Portfolio Review and Planning, Faculty of Science and 

Engineering (outgoing Head of Combined Honours and Foundation Studies) 
 

 
A9 Documentary Evidence Base 

• Agreed Approval Process 
• Strategic Approval Form and sign off 
• Overarching Paper on Disaggregation 
• Amended programme specification for the outgoing Scheme to account for Level 5 and 6 

students (wef Sept 2012) 
• Statement from each Faculty participating in the revised scheme providing details of 

academic support and administrative responsibilities. 
• External Examiner comments 
• Faculty statements  identifying management and academic support arrangements for (a)  

approved combinations offered within the Faculty wef September 2012, and (b) phasing 
out arrangements for existing students on Combined Honours subjects: 
- Health, Psychology and Social Care 
- Hollings 
- Humanities, Law and Social Science 
- Institute of Education 
- MMU Business School 

• MMU Cheshire Combined Honours Framework Programme Specification wef 
September 2012 

 
A11 Conclusions  

 
The Panel concluded that the revised arrangements for Combined Honours provision across 
the University were appropriate. 
 
A12 Summary of Outcome 

The Panel recommended: 
 
(i) Manchester-based provision - approval for the: 
 

• The transfer of management and academic support arrangements for students 
from the central Department of Combined Honours and Foundation Studies to 
Faculties, including identification of 45 subject combinations and their “home” 
department; 

• Discontinuation of subjects: Computing, European Film, Geography, Information 
and Communications and Tourism;  

• Discontinuation of recruitment from University Foundation Years; 
 

 (ii) retention of the responsibility for, and administration, of the MMU Cheshire-based in 
its existing format. 
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subject to fulfilment of the 2 conditions in Section A13 below. 
 
A full list of the Manchester-based approved subject combinations and the programme 
specification with responsibility for their administration may be found in Appendix I of this 
report.   
 

A13 Condition(s) of Approval 
 
The following conditions of approval must be fulfilled before revised arrangements for the 
University’s Combined Honours provision may commence 
 
The identified Faculty Lead for each Faculty should expand their Faculty Statement on 
“Combined Honours - Arrangements for the Integration within Faculties”: 

 
1. to clearly articulate the strategy by which Combined Honours students will be 

integrated into their own faculty.  This strategy should include such areas as student 
induction, retention employability and other aspects of student life style.   The 
statement should be applicable to all students ie those enrolling at Level 4 wef 
September 2012 and Level 5 and 6 students transferring to the revised arrangements 
wef September 2012 
 

2. provide the following specific information: 
 

Health, Psychology and Social Care 
 

• Section B2 - Identify one member of academic staff (by name rather 
role) for each combination listed that students will be directed to 
contact in the formal letter to be sent to them from the Head of 
Combined Honours and Foundation Studies 

 
Hollings 
 

• Identify a Faculty Lead 
 

Humanities, Languages and Social Science 
 

• Section B2 – map course codes to the named members of staff 
provided in order to identify the particular staff member that students will 
be directed to contact in the formal letter to be sent to them from the 
Head of Combined Honours and Foundation Studies. 

 
Faculty of Education 

• Section A2 & B2 – replace the first paragraph with the statement to be 
provided in response to condition 1 above. 

 
Faculty Leads were requested to submit revised statements directly to the Centre of 
Academic Standards & Quality Enhancement 
 
  Deadline(s) for Fulfilment of Condition(s) 

 
16 May 2012 
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A15 Recommendations 

 
Recommendation to University 
 

• The Panel recommended that the University should establish a Combined 
Honours University Oversight Committee.  The period for which it functions, its 
remit and membership should be determined at University level. 

 
A16 Date of next scheduled review 

 
 
Periodic review of Combined Honours subjects on the Manchester campus would continue to 
be aligned to the home programme specification/home department in which the subject was 
placed.  Henceforth, reviews would also include the administrative and qualitative aspects of 
Combined Honours provision. 
 
The next scheduled review of the MMU-Cheshire Combined Honours provision would remain 
in the Autumn/Spring term of the 2016/17 academic year. 
 
 
For CASQE use only 
 

REPORT STATUS SUMMARY for CASQE use only  
 
CASQE 1 Report approved by the 

Panel Chair 
8 May 2012 

CASQE 2 Report circulated to 
F/CQA 

8 May 2012 

CASQE 3 Date of CASQE 
Recommendation to 
AQSC 

13 July 2012 

CASQE 4 AQSC date: September 2012 

 
 
End of Part A: Summary Report 
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PART B: RESPONSE TO CONDITIONS: STATUS REPORT 
 
 
Programme Specification 
Title 

Combined Honours  

Type of Proposal 
 

Disaggregation  

Date of Standing Panel 
 

2 May 2012 

Deadline for fulfilment of 
Conditions 

16 May 2012 

Panel Chair 
 

Helen Rowe 

 
Response to be approved by (indicate as appropriate) 
 
Panel Chair on behalf of 
Panel 

 

All/designated Panel 
Member (please specify) 

X 

 
 
2 Documentation submitted for approval 

 
Revised Faculty Statements: 
• MMUBS including Law 
• Education 
• Hollings 
• Health, Psychology and Social Care 
• Humanities, Languages and Social Science 
• Science & Engineering 

 
  
 
3 Confirmation of approval 

I confirm that I am satisfied that the conditions of approval have been fulfilled. 
 
Signed:  Helen D Rowe 
 
Date:  02.07.12 
 
 
For CASQE use only 
CONDITIONS STATUS SUMMARY for CASQE use only  
 
CASQE 5 Confirmation of fulfilment of 

conditions circulated to 
F/CQA 

19 July 2012 

CASQE 6 Date(s)  CASQE 
Recommendation to AQSC 

13 July 2012 

CASQE 7 AQSC 
 

September 2012 



PARMRPT   Appendix ref: PARM/12/016 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Page 7 of 7 

 

 
 
 
 
End of Part B: Response to Conditions 
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