


Elizabeth Gaskell (1810-65)

1810: born Elizabeth Stevenson
in London

1811: moved to Knutsford

1832: marriage and move to
Manchester

Writing career (from 1848):
« Six novels
« Two novellas

e Over 30 short stories, sketches
or articles

« The Life of Charlotte Bronté
« Over 1,000 (surviving!) letters
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Literary manuscripts

Life of Charlotte
Bronte

Wives and
Daughters

“The Grey
Woman’

‘The Crooked
Branch’
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Letters

113 letters to Elizabeth Gaskell or her
husband from a range of contemporaries —
Matthew Arnold, Elizabeth Barrett
Browning, Thomas Carlyle, George Eliot,
and many more...

e Charles Dickens
e Charlotte Bronte
e Patrick Bronte




Autograph collection

208 autographs,
often entire letters —
Gladstone,
Palmerston, Henry
Mayhew, Mazzini,
George Sand,
William Wilberforce
and many others




Visual material /objects
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Later acquisitions
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1 f foeciiany 194 1853
44 letters trom /;7 LW fnge

Gaskell to various Fohe S A o Vi
correspondents

e Four letters to Gaskell
from others
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Later acquisitions

 Papers of the Jamison
Family

 Collection and Papers
of John Geoffrey
Sharps
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Re The late Miss M. E. G %bl\!“LL.

e e e SA e
PLYMOUTH (IR()\ F. MANCHE I‘liR.

CATALOGUE
VALUABLE CONTENTS

OF THE ABOVE HOUSE, ¢ 1

Furniture, Linen, Glass, China, Brass, Cutlery,
Silver and Jewellery, [’uuh Eftchings, Engravings,
Water Colours, Drawings, &e.; and about 4000
Vols. of Books, including many rare and valuable
First Editions of the Works of Mrs. Gaskell,
Charlotte Bronté, George Eliof, &c., &c. & & &

.&xTo be Sold E)g Auection, xa.

Messrs GEORGE H. LARMUTH & SUNS

ON I MISF AS A i}
Commencing on MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9th, 1914,
and TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY, FRIDAY,
MONDAY, 16th February.

0ld Oak Table with Turned Legs, Two Drawers,
6 ft. x 3 ft. 6in.

Window box ottoma

I'wo plush foot buffets

I'wo ditto ditto

Persian mat

Rare Linen Tablecloth, depicting Portraits ui‘Ludwig
and Maria Theresa
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DINING ROOM

I'urkey carpet,

Handsome

\pboard ¢ rdevi
0 M‘\hu'muy Bureau, 3 ft. 8 in., Three Drawers
dittc ft. 6 in. three drawers

0ld Oak Table, w
1ft. 10in

Ditto, one drawe
Handsomely Carved o

litto

0ld Oak 'ral}le,
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The Harpers




The Harpers




‘The Crooked
Branch’ MS [1859]




In The Haunted
House, All the
Year Round extra
Christmas
number, 1859

atehed |
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In Right At Last,
and Other Tales
(1860)

THE CROOKED BRANCH.

s after the beginning of this century, a
worthy couple of the name of Huntroyd occupied a
small farm in the North Riding of Yorkshire. They
had married late in life, although they were very

2

young when they first n to “keep company” with

each other. Nathan Huntroyd had been farm servant

to Hester Rose’s

a time when her parents thought she might do better ;

father, and had made up to her at

and so, without much consultation of her feelings, they
had dismissed Nathan in somewhat cavalier fashion.
He had drifted far away from his former connectio

when an uncle of his died, leaving Nathan—Dby this

'e—cnough money

o

time upwards of forty years of

to stock a small farm, and yet have something over to

put in the bank against bad times. One of the

consequences of this bequest was, that Nathan was

M
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RIGHT AT LABST,

AND OTHER TALES.

BY THE AUTHOR OF

“ Wary Burton,” ** Hife of Tl Bronte,” * Ronnd the Sofu,”

LONDON:
SAMPSON LOW, SON & CO., 47 LUDGATE HILL.
1860,

[The right of Translation is reserved.]




Items from the Gaskell Family
Collection
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ocado Quality groceries t...

MANCHESTER Elizabeth Gaskell
The University of Manchester Col IeCtion

4 | b | Newsearch BExplore Create Share This Help

{}Eaarch Catalog Data *Catalug Diata & text in Documents

I, s--c

| Advanced Search

Browse Elizabeth Gaskell Collection
Collection Selection Featured Media
. All Collections (68,530)

University of Manchester Collections

. = Elizabeth Gaskell Collection
. Exhibition Collection

. Maps Collection
Mary Hamilton Papers

.

« Rylands Collection

. Rylands Genizah 5

. Rylands Medieval Collection e

. Rylands Mon-conformist Collection

. Rylands Papyri B .ionll

. The lohn Rylands Library Category Pages Brovse All

.

University of Manchester Archives Collection
The Library holds the world's most important collection of literary
manuscripts by Elizabeth Gaskell (1810-1865), including the only
complete manuscript of one of her novels (Wives and Daughters) and
her celebrated biography of her friend Charlotte Bronté. Her archive
also contains nearly 400 letters from notable figures - including Bronté,
Charles Dickens, Thomas Carlyle, George Eliot, John Ruskin and many
more — some of which were sent to Gaskell herself and some which she
acguired for her own autograph collection. In addition there are
artefacts (such as Gaskell's inkstand) and famous portraits. Two related
collections also contain significant Gaskelliana: the Jamison Family
Archive, and the papers of Gaskell scholar and collector 1.G. Sharps.
Material from all of these collections has heen digitised., along with some
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Elizabeth Gaskell’s House, 84 Plymouth Grove, Ardwick



The Restoration Project,
2011-2014




Primary Sources

The historic fabric of the house (paint, wallpaper &c)

Elizabeth’s novels and stories, and published letters

House Sale Catalogue, 1914 r——
Maps, newspapers &c 1850s Manchester F g
Archives: i Sl g B
— UoM/John Rylands Library . o P s
— Manchester Archives & Local Studies R
— Cheshire Archives & Local Studies ,
— Portico Library k |
— Manchester Art Gallery

Elizabeth Gaskell, 1864



Curatorial Principles

Use objects tell stories; not relics in a writer’s
shrine

Use Gaskells’ own words to narrate their lives,
work, house and city (‘authentic voices’)

Houses are spaces of imagination and for day-
dreaming (Gaston Bachelard, The Poetics of
Space,1958)

Sensory/intellectual /cultural access is as
important as displaying ‘the original’
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The Gaske
plym yuth Grove




Turning the Pages

Elizabeth Gaskell
In Her Own Hand

The John Rylands Library, University of Manchester,

holds the world’'s most important collection of literary

manuscripts by Elizabeth Gaskell. A selection of these
has been digitised in partnership with Elizabeth
Gaslkell’s House, so that everyone can read Elizabeth’s
work in her own hand.
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The Life of Charlotte Bronte

Elizabeth usually made few corrections when she
wrote, but here many words have been crossed
out: evidence of how difficult it was to write the
biography of her friend. You can also see some
editing in William’s handwriting.
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Experiencing Authenticity

‘When we look at how people experience
and negotiate authenticity through
objects, it is the networks of relationships
between people, places and things that
appear to be central, not the things in
themselves.’

Sian Jones, ‘Negotiating Authentic Objects
and Authentic Selves’, 2010.




Dining Room



Biographical objects

Objects that are invested in
the relationship between

subject and object; and that
signify the life of the owner.

Elizabeth Gaskell’s Writing Table












mailto:fran.baker@manchester.ac.uk
mailto:helen.rees@manchester.ac.uk
http://www.elizabethgaskellhouse.co.uk/

