
A festival to grow up with, inspiring future generations of 
writers and artists. 

Featuring: Claire Barker, Guy Bass, Nick Butterworth, Cathy 
Cassidy, Mandy Coe, Ross Collins, Chrissie Gittins, Jane Kerr, 

Testament and more!

 

Creative Director: Carol Ann Duffy 

Tickets available via www.mcbf.org.uk 

FREE
 Family Fun Day
 Saturday 
24th June! 

​© ABD Ltd/Ent. One UK Ltd 2003.
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to the 2017 Manchester Children’s Book Festival

A Festival 
to Grow Up 
With...
When I became 
Poet Laureate 
in 2009, I asked 
my colleagues 
at Manchester 

Metropolitan University to help me create 
a festival for the city that would celebrate 
children’s books. We were soon joined 
by partner organisations from across 
Manchester, including most of the museums, 
galleries, libraries, theatres and other 
festivals. Working together, we are pleased 
to present our sixth programme of activity: 
the 2017 Manchester Children’s Book 
Festival.

Our biggest event each year is our Family 
Fun Day, which brings all of our cultural 
partners to Manchester Met for a Saturday 
of celebration and fun. There will be lots of 
things to do, with readings, performances, 
workshops, arts and crafts, music, sports, 
food and, of course, poetry. And there will 
also be plenty for teens and young adults 
to do in the Generation Manchester and 
Science Zone. 

Our Fun Day had 3,500 visitors last year. It’s 
free to attend and everyone is welcome.
With the support of publishers and our city 
partners, we work all year round in schools, 
libraries and local communities providing 
inspiring projects and opportunities for 
creative expression.

More than 40,000 people have taken part 
in our activities – and for many this has 
been their first time attending a literary 
event. Our competitions and digital projects 
have also allowed people from across the 
wider world to participate and have their 
say. We want as many people as possible to 
be able to access our festival and so most 
of our events are free to attend. So much 
has come from our MCBF partnership with 
the city, not least the development of the 
Manchester Creative Learning Network, 
which helps to communicate the city’s 
cultural offer to schools. 2017 is the year of 
Read Manchester, a collaboration between 
the National Literacy Trust and Manchester 
City Council – we are delighted to be part 
of this initiative. 

I am proud of what the Manchester 
Children’s Book Festival has achieved and 
that we are able to provide the children of 
our city with these ongoing opportunities 
to develop a love of literature and express 
themselves creatively. I hope you enjoy this 
year’s Manchester Children’s Book Festival 
and that you will continue to grow with us 
for years to come. 

Carol Ann Duffy DBE

Creative Director 
Manchester Children’s Book Festival
Manchester Metropolitan University
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Whatever you do, 
we’d love to hear 

about it! Find us on 
Facebook, Twitter 

and Instagram 
@MCBFestival and 

use our hashtag 
#MCBF2017

If you can’t be there 
for our festival, or if 
you simply can’t wait, 
there are a number 
of ways that you 
can get involved and 
prepared ahead of 
our events.

Go to www.mcbf.org.uk and click on ‘Get 
Involved’ to see links to projects and activities 
that you can do at home or in school.  

There are also links to the websites of some 
of our headline authors, including Knitbone 

Pepper duo Claire Barker and Ross Collins, 
Cathy Cassidy, Nick Butterworth and Guy 
Bass.  Even if you can’t get to see them at 
the Book Festival, check out their websites. 
One of the reasons we love them is because 
they’re so creative and generous with their 
ideas. They’ll keep you occupied all summer!  

Sign-up to our 
mailing list and 
find us on 
Facebook, 
Twitter and 
Instagram: 
@MCBFestival

Get involved
Do you love reading? Do you have a passion 
for writing? Do you have opinions that you 
want to share about the books you’ve read, 
or about your favourite author, or about your 
library? Find us on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram @MCBFestival and tag us using 
#MCBF2017.

Would you like to see your work published 
on the official Manchester Children’s Book 
Festival blog? Go to www.mcbf.org.uk and 
click ‘Blog’. We would love to hear from you.  
Send us your 
reviews, opinion 
pieces, short fiction 
or even poems to  
mcbf@mmu.ac.uk. 
The best pieces 
will be published 
on the MCBF blog 
throughout the 
year.

blogs and films and we will share them.  
We know that lots of organisations and 
individuals are doing fantastic work to support 
and promote poetry for and by children. 
Our campaign is about helping to provide a 
platform to celebrate this. 

Read for Good 
books and storytelling for 
children in hospital
MCBF supports many charities but our official 
adopted charity is Read for Good. With 
your help, we will continue to replenish two 
bookcases at the Royal Manchester Children’s 
Hospital with brand new books every six 
weeks in addition to providing regular visits 
from a professional storyteller to help the 
children explore into their own imagination.

Here’s how you can help:

1.	Get your local school to run a Read for 
	 Good sponsored read – they will be in 	
	 with a chance of winning £200 worth of 
	 books for their library!

Last year in Manchester 52 schools pledged to 
run Read for Good’s sponsored read during 
MCBF and those running it raised a whopping 
£10,806 – enough to take books and stories 
to children at Manchester Children’s Hospital 
school for a whole year! In the year of Read 
Manchester, we’d like to try to double the 
number of schools signing up and reading 
whatever they fancy, from comics to classics 
and audio books to blogs. 

For more information and to order your free 
kit now, go to www.readforgood.org selecting 
‘MCBF17’ when ordering, for a chance of 
winning this wonderful prize. For more 
information please contact Read for Good at 
reading@readforgood.org. 

2.	Make a donation.

If you are not a school but would like to 
support Read for Good’s wonderful work 
in hospitals, you can donate directly to their 
hospital programme. Visit www.readforgood.
org/donate or text ‘STORY’ to 70500 to 
donate £5 instantly.

Let in the Stars of 
Children’s Poetry 
Campaign 
With the Poet Laureate as our Creative 
Director, poetry has always been at the heart 
of MCBF.  We want you to join us in honouring 
the poetry that inspired you to read and write 
as a child, and help us to ‘let in the stars’ of 
children’s poetry. There are all sorts of ways to 
get involved with our campaign to celebrate 
and champion new poetry written for children. 

There are downloadable posters and other 
inspiring resources available on our website 
(go to www.mcbf.org.uk and click ‘Get 
Involved’, ‘Let in the Stars’).  You will see lots of 
ideas for sharing, adopting and creating new 
poetry and links to competitions and projects.  

Read out loud together, adopt your favourite 
class poem or create and celebrate new 
poetry. Whether you’re a school, an 
organisation or a family, or even if you just love 
reading poetry alone, send us your pictures, 

Reading, writing, drawing, making, dressing up...
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Read Manchester 
Manchester Children’s Book Festival is proud 
to support the Read Manchester campaign. 
Read Manchester is a collaboration between 
Manchester City Council and the National 
Literacy Trust, which promotes reading and 
aims to boost literacy levels across the city.  

Read Manchester Ambassadors include poet 
Dominic Berry, TV presenter Katie Thistleton, 
author/illustrator Nick Sharratt and radio 
presenter Becky Want. 

MCBF has been out at Manchester schools 
over the past few months with Katie, 
researching her forthcoming book Dear Katie, 
which we will tour schools with in September. 

Book Benches
Over the summer a collection of Book 
Benches will be displayed in cultural 
hubs, leisure and shopping centres across 
Manchester. The Book Benches have been 
decorated by various schools and community 
groups and have been inspired by novels, 
comics and poems. Many of the venues 
involved will host activities and events, families 
will also be able to discover the Book Benches 
by following a trail.

For Schools
Manchester schools have been provided 
with National Literacy Trust Network 
memberships. The network offers a huge 
range of resources to help improve literacy 
provision, including evaluation tools, lesson 
plans, case studies and reading lists.  

Read Manchester Zone
Visitors to the MCBF Fun Day on Saturday 
24th June will be able to find out more in the 
Read Manchester Zone. Come along to sign-
up for the Summer Reading Challenge and to 
find out more about Reading Ahead, a reading 
challenge for adults.  

For more information about Read Manchester, 
including links to the Reading Toolkit and 
information for teachers, parents and carers 
and businesses wanting to get involved, please 
visit www.readmanchester.org.uk. 

Pre-Festival Programme 
Events to whet your appetite in May and June.

Pirates, Pants and Wellyphants
Nick Sharratt’s touring exhibition will be at Manchester Central 
Library from 6th May until 1st July. The bright and colourful 
exhibition is all about Nick and his work. There’ll be loads to 
look at, from drawings Nick did as a boy and a student, to 
original picture book artwork. There are also sections on how 
picture books are made and lots of activities to take part in.  

School children can meet Nick when he returns in June to help 
the Read Manchester team at Manchester Libraries celebrate 
National Bookstart Week. If you teach in a Manchester school, 
please contact Jodie on j.osborne@manchester.gov.uk for more 
information, to book a session with Nick, or to book a class visit 
to the exhibition.

All ages

6th May – 1st July 
(Library opening times)   

Manchester Central Library 

Suitable for all ages

Tickets: Free, no need to 
book.  
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First Hippo on the Moon
From number one bestselling children’s author David Walliams 
comes an explosively funny space adventure for children aged 
three and up. Two big hippos. One ENORMOUS dream. Who 
can make it to the moon first? 

3... 2... 1... BLAST OFF!

David Walliams has taken the literary world by storm and his 
brilliantly funny stories are adored by children the world over! 
He has achieved unprecedented critical acclaim and quickly 
developed a reputation as a natural successor to Roald Dahl. His 
books have been translated into over 45 languages and sold over 
9.5 million copies in the UK alone. 

Adapted for the stage by award-
winning Theatre Company Les Petits 
and hot off the heels of their hugely 
successful Captain Flinn and the Pirate 
Dinosaurs tour and immersive hit 
Adventures in Wonderland, comes 
a fantastical adventure featuring 
puppetry, music, mayhem and a giant 
space race to the moon!  

The creative team have worked 
on such hit shows as Dr Seuss’ The 
Lorax, The Nationals’ Elaphantom, 
Warhorse and Raymond Briggs’ The 
Bear. 

Les Petits was set up as the sister 
company to ‘razor sharp theatre group’ Les Enfants Terribles, 
whose work includes The Trench, The Vaudevillains and Alice’s 
Adventures Underground.  

Ages: 3+

Friday 23rd June – Sunday 
25th June

The Lowry Theatre

To book: see      
thelowry.com/family or 
telephone 0843 208 6010

Tickets: see Lowry website 
for individual ticket prices 
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A full Saturday of free activities at 
Manchester Metropolitan University’s 
All Saints Campus. Come along and 
join the fun – there’ll be something 
for everyone, from pre-readers and 
nursery age-children to teens, young 
adults and families. 

Planning your day  
This year’s Family Fun Day is organised into 
three zones, connected on Lower and Higher 
Ormond Street by GRUB Food Markets.  

•	Family Arts Network Zone – in the 
	 Geoffrey Manton Building
•	Read Manchester Zone – in Grosvenor 
	 Square (All Saints Park) 
•	Generation Manchester & Science Zone 
	 – in the Manchester Met Business School 

The zones are all close together, in two of the 
main university buildings and the park 
between, but do give yourself plenty of time 
to move between them if you’d like to attend 
events in the different zones.

An at-a-glance plan, featuring a map of the 
Family Fun Day zones and a full schedule of all 
bookable activities, can be downloaded from 
www.mcbf.org.uk.

Booking information 
General admission to the Family Fun Day is 
free of charge and booking is not required – 
just come along and join in! Some of the 
individual events and workshops within the 
Fun Day have limited spaces – booking for 
these, and prompt arrival, will be required to 
guarantee entry. Please see the individual 
listings here or on the website for details and 
to book your tickets. If you book for an event, 
please arrive ten minutes before the 
advertised start time to take your seats – any 
unused seats may be given away to drop-ins 
on the day. 
       
FREE Bus Service from Longsight
Our partners at Stanley Grove Primary 
Academy have organised a shuttle bus to 
bring people from the Longsight and Gorton 
areas into Manchester for our Family Fun Day. 
The bus will pick up from the bus stop 
outside Stanley Grove (Stanley Grove, 
Longsight, M12 4NL) on the half hour from 
9.30am until 2.30pm. Return journeys will 
leave from the MCBF stop outside the Royal 
Northern College of Music on the hour, every 
hour from 10am until 4pm. This service is free 
but limited to the number of seats on the 
mini-bus.   

Most events taking place during the Family 
Fun Day are free. To enable us to continue to 
do this, we ask those who can afford it to 
make a donation. You can do this when 
booking your tickets or at donation points on 
the day. Your generosity will help us make 
MCBF accessible for everyone. Thank you for 
your support! 

Saturday 24th June
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Wednesday 5th July 

For teachers 

12.00 - 3pm 

Manchester Met Geoffrey 
Manton Building 

Tickets: Free but booking 
essential

Book via www.mcbf.org.uk 

Teacher Networking Event: 
Manchester Creative Learning Network Showcase

Are you a teacher about to start your planning for the 
next academic year? 

Do you want to make sure your lesson plans are creative 
and fun? 

Manchester’s cultural organisations come together in this event
for teachers of all age groups, from primary through to post-16
to showcase creative learning opportunities on offer that can
support teaching in schools.

Browse the cultural marketplace, hear from Education Officers
from most of the city’s cultural organisations, including libraries, 
museums, galleries and community arts organisations and find 
out how they can support you. 

We’re moving our festival to 
earlier in the year!
2018 Manchester Children’s Book Festival
Free Family Fun Day
Saturday 24th March, 2018

To book your tickets, visit www.mcbf.org.uk
Like our Facebook page and follow us on Twitter 
for a chance to win VIP tickets for Nick Sharratt’s 
2018 event and a hamper of books by previous 
Festival authors.

@MCBFestival   #MCBF2018   #MCRFamilyFun

Save the 
date!

With free Continuing Professional Development (CPD) taster 
sessions and drop-in marketplace stalls, you will leave with 
inspiration and practical ideas to support learning and teaching 
across many curriculum areas over the coming year. 

Find out about competitions, 
projects, events, training... the 
city’s cultural organisations 
are here to help and want 
to meet you. 
 
With guest speakers to be 
confirmed at the time of 
going to print and liquid 
refreshments, the evening 
promises to be relaxed, 
informative, useful and, most 
importantly, fun. Drop in and 
join us. 
 
This event is supported by Manchester City Council and 
Greater Manchester Higher. 
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Booking Tickets 
Details of how to book tickets for individual 
events are given under each listing in the 
main programme (pages 7 to 32). Updated 
information and live links to online booking 
can be found on the Festival website: www.
mcbf.org.uk/whats-on/events. 

Accommodation 
Accommodation at our official partner 
hotel, the Macdonald Manchester and Spa 
at Piccadilly, is available at special rates for 
anyone attending Manchester Children’s Book 
Festival events, subject to availability. Quote 
promo code ‘CBF’ for 15% discount from 
best available rates at www.macdonaldhotels.
co.uk or email reservations.manchester@
macdonald-hotels.co.uk, quoting ‘Manchester 
Children’s Book Festival’. 

Programming 
To the best of our knowledge, all information 
given in this brochure was correct at the time 
of going to press but all details may be subject 
to change. Please visit www.mcbf.org.uk for 
up-to-date information. 

Mailing List 
To join the Manchester Children’s Book 
Festival mailing list and be kept up-to-
date with all the latest developments and 
announcements, please go to www.mcbf.org.
uk and complete the online form or contact: 
0161 247 2424; mcbf@mmu.ac.uk. 

Social Media 
You can follow us and join the conversation 
Find us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram 
@MCBFestival or search for our hashtag 
#MCBF2017.

Festival Volunteers 
A number of paid and voluntary positions 
are available during the Festival, but these are 
reserved exclusively for students and alumni 
of Manchester Metropolitan University as part 
of our Student Engagement and Employability 
agendas. However, if you are not a student 
or alumni but have the passion or the right 
skills to contribute to the event, we may still 
consider your application. Please apply via our 
Get Involved page at www.mcbf.org.uk.

Book Signings 
Where possible, a selection of books by 
participating authors will be available to 
purchase at relevant events, and many of 
the authors will be happy to sign copies 
afterwards. 

Access
The Manchester Children’s Book Festival 
welcomes disabled visitors and we aim to 
make our events accessible to the broadest 
possible audience. All our buildings are 
wheelchair accessible and have accessible 
ramps. All lecture theatres and seminar rooms 
contain sapce at the front for wheelchair 
users and can be reserved as accessible 
seating per event. Many of our venues are 
equipped with hearing aid induction loops, 
have ‘speaking lifts’ with controls at wheelchair 
level and in Braille, and disabled toilets. 

There are limited accessible seats available to 
book for events. Companions attending are 
entitled to book tickets at the concessionary 
rate where applicable – but will need a ticket 
to attend. Please contact us on 0161 247 
2424 or mcbf@mmu.ac.uk to discuss your 
individual access needs. 

Age Restrictions 
Children aged under 16 attending any aspect 
of the Manchester Children’s Book Festival 
must be accompanied by an adult at all times. 
Babes in arms aged two years and under 
are permitted to attend for free provided 
that they remain on an adult’s knee through 
the performance. Manchester Metropolitan 
University adheres to Health and Safety 

regulations, but cannot be held responsible 
for any child left alone on its premises or 
at Festival events held at outside (non-
Manchester Met) venues. 

Photographers and film-makers will be 
present at the Festival and images captured 
may be used in print or online by Manchester 
Metropolitan University and other outside 
organisations (including partner institutions 
and regional and national media). If you 
would prefer not to be photographed and/
or would prefer a child accompanying you 
not to be photographed, please inform the 
photographer. 

Organisation and Charitable 
Status 
The Manchester Children’s Book Festival is a 
biennial event coordinated and directed by 
the Manchester Writing School based in the 
Department of English in the Faculty of Arts 
and Humanities at Manchester Metropolitan 
University. The University enjoys charitable 
status as an exempt charity under Schedule 2 
to the Charities Act 1993 (amended by the 
Charities Act 2006). It is therefore subject 
to charity legislation but is not required to 
register with the Charity Commission and is 
not regulated by it. As an exempt charity, the 
University does not have a registered charity 
number.
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Join the UK’s biggest postgraduate literary community and 
most successful writing school

the Manchester 
Writing School

The Manchester Writing School at 
Manchester Metropolitan University is 
a thriving centre of creative excellence 
working under the direction of Poet 
Laureate Carol Ann Duffy DBE. 

At the heart of the School is our 
internationally-recognised Masters in 
Creative Writing – available to study 
on campus in Manchester and also from 
anywhere in the world via online distance 
learning. Our Master of Fine Arts (MFA) 
and Master of Arts (MA) programmes offer 
specialist routes in Novel, Poetry, Writing for 
Children & Young Adults and Place Writing. 

Tutors include Susan Barker, Andrew Biswell, 
Carol Ann Duffy, Nikolai Duffy, Paul Evans, 
Catherine Fox, Rachel Genn, Andrew Michael 
Hurley, Anjum Malik, Andrew McMillan, Livi 
Michael, Helen Mort, Gregory Norminton, 
Adam O’Riordan, Michael Symmons Roberts, 
Monique Roffery, Nicholas Royle, Jean 
Sprackland and Joe Stretch. 

For full details, go to: 
www.manchesterwritingschool.co.uk 
or contact 
postgradenglish@mmu.ac.uk; 
+44 (0)161 247 6969. 

Scholarships available • More than 85 published graduates

2
Short courses in English 
and Creative Writing 
at Manchester Met

Study Crime Fiction, Historical Fiction, Media Skills, 			 
Teaching Creative Writing, Writing About 				  
Relationships, Rise of the Gothic, 20th Century Gothic, 			 
Post-Millennial Gothic, Contemporary Literature, 				  
Film & Theory: Time, Body, Space… and more 

For full details go to www.mmu.ac.uk/english/courses/short or contact 
postgradenglish@mmu.ac.uk     +44 (0)161 247 6969

Poetry, Novel Writing and Musical Theatre
Residential Courses and Retreats

Yorkshire Dales National Park

Be inspired by our team of professional writers, including Ian McMillan, 
John Hegley, Fleur Adcock, Jane Draycott, Ben Mellor, Kate Fox, 

Natasha Sutton-Williams and Helen Moore...

www.thegarsdaleretreat.co.uk
tel: 01539 - 234184
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The Manchester Writing School 
at Manchester Met

Manchester 
Writing 
Competition
2017
£10,000 prizes* for the best portfolio of three to five 
poems and the best short story of up to 2,500 words. 
Open internationally to new and established writers 
aged 16 or over.

Deadline: Friday 29 September 2017
Entry fee: £17.50

For further details and to enter online, or to download a form 
for postal entry, go to: www.manchesterwritingcompetition.co.uk 
or contact: writingschool@mmu.ac.uk; +44 (0)161 247 1787

Sponsored by Macdonald Hotels and Resorts: www.macdonaldhotels.co.uk 
Presented in partnership with Manchester Literature Festival: www.manchesterliteraturefestival.co.uk 
*Terms and Conditions apply. See: www.manchesterwritingcompetition.co.uk.

The Manchester Writing School at Manchester Met Masters programmes in Creative Writing (MFA and MA)
The UK’s biggest postgraduate literary community and most successful writing programme with 80+ published graduates 
and routes in Novel, Poetry, Writing for Children/Young Adults and Place Writing. Taught by practising writers and critics 
under the direction of Poet Laureate Carol Ann Duffy.
www.manchesterwritingschool.co.uk 

Sponsorship and Advertising 
Opportunities that Make a 
Difference
The Manchester Children’s Book Festival’s 
fun-packed, inspirational events and 
interactive activities fuel its remarkable 
reach and offer our supporters a great way 
of connecting with a captive audience in the 
Northwest and across the globe – children, 
parents and school groups from 99 different 
countries joined in the fun last year!

Sponsoring MCBF means helping to inspire 
children from the most disadvantaged areas 
of Manchester, making interaction with their 
literary heroes a reality while extending your 
profile with a new audience internationally.

Whether you want to strengthen existing 
ties with this demographic or to build 
new links, we have developed a range of 
opportunities that will work to meet your 
objectives, sharing your business values and 
principles with MCBF’s following - as well as 
your products and services too!

Join us in creating a lasting, inspirational 
legacy for the children of Manchester and 
beyond.

Sponsorship and advertising opportunities 
to suit all budgets are available. To discuss 
the opportunity that best suits your business 
please contact:

Lisa Vincent, MCBF External Partnerships 
Manager
Email: l.vincent@mmu.ac.uk
Tel: 07800 507 771
 
Friends of the Festival
Become an official Friend of the Manchester 
Children’s Book Festival and receive a range 
of exclusive offers, including priority booking 
for event tickets at future Festivals and 
invitations to a special reception with the 
Festival’s Creative Director, Poet Laureate 
Carol Ann Duffy DBE. 

For further details contact 
mcbf@mmu.ac.uk
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Thanks to all of our wonderful Sponsors and Partners

Festival Team
Creative Director: Poet Laureate Professor Dame Carol Ann Duffy CBE OBE 

Festival Director: Marketing & Development: James Draper 
Festival Director: Education & Partnerships: Kaye Tew 
Schools Liaison & Festival Projects: Claudia Conerney 
Student Engagement & Events Management: Lisa Bach and Rachel Bruce 
Sponsorship & Fundraising: Lisa Vincent (l.vincent@mmu.ac.uk; 07800 507771) 
Press & PR: Kat Dibbits (k.dibbits@mmu.ac.uk; 0161 247 5278)
Social Media Team Manager: Natalie Carragher
Brochure Design: Anne Tudor
Let in the Stars designed by: Anna Evans 
Website Design: Patrick Kelembeck at Kelembeck Design
Website Development: Stephen Ireland at Ivyparkmedia 
Festival Publications: Iris Feindt 
Festival Patrons: Curtis Jobling and Michael Morpurgo 
Organised by Manchester Metropolitan University 

With special thanks to Liz Scott for her help in curating the 2015 programme, and to Duncan Lockhart for leaving 
us always thinking: “What would Duncan do?” 

For our Suzy Boardman, with thanks always for the inspiration.

Illustrations taken from the Compton Valance books by Matt Brown, illustrated by Lizzie Finlay, and published by 
Usborne Publishing Ltd. Illustrations copyright © 2015 Usborne Publishing Ltd.

Festival Team
Creative Director: Poet Laureate Professor Carol Ann Duffy DBE

Festival Director: Kaye Tew 
Festival projects, student engagement and events: Lisa Bach
Press, marketing & PR: Natalie Carragher (n.carragher@mmu.ac.uk; 0161 247 1951)
Social media and publicity: Jack Holmes
Schools liaison: Claudia Conerney
Festival assistants: Rebecca Mae Lam and Emma Pruce
Sponsorship and fundraising: Lisa Vincent (l.vincent@mmu.ac.uk; 07800 507 771)
Brochure design: Anne Tudor
Website design: Patrick Kelembeck at Kelembeck Design
Website development: Stephen Ireland at Ivyparkmedia

Organised by Manchester Metropolitan University

Festival Patrons: Curtis Jobling, Jennie McAlpine, Michael Morpurgo and Alex Wheatle 

With special thanks to Jake Hope and Liz Scott for their help in curating the 2017 programme. 

For our Suzy Boardman, with thanks always for the inspiration.

Thanks also to GRUB for providing catering at our Family Fun Day this year. GRUB is a Manchester street food event company 
set up by husband and wife team Jason and Jules Bailey (ex-street-chefs themselves) who strive to create inclusive, family friendly, 
festival atmospheres where visitors can enjoy the best street food and drink around. They are currently in residence with their bi-
weekly event Grub Food Fair at the historical Mayfield site, which is opening to the public this year for the first time in 20 years.   

MCBF Mission Statement

Manchester Children’s Book Festival (MCBF) is a year-round 
programme of activities, including events and performances, author 
and illustrator school visits, projects and competitions. The Festival 
is organised and delivered by Manchester Metropolitan University, 
in partnership with organisations across the city.  

The programme culminates in two weeks of activities in June and 
July each year, showcasing the city’s cultural offer for families and 
schools.

MCBF champions books for children and young adults through 
events and projects that celebrate reading, writing and illustration. 
We aim to provide a platform for new and established writers and 
to find ways to bring books to the next generation of readers and 
writers.  

In order to make our festival accessible to the widest possible 
audience, we offer most of our events free of charge. To help us 
continue to do this, we ask those who can afford to do so to make 
a donation when booking or at donation points at our events. Your 
generosity will help continue make MCBF accessible for everyone.  

www.mcbf.org.uk
#MCBF2017
#ReadMCR
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Manchester Children’s Book Festival 
Manchester Metropolitan University 
All Saints Campus 
Oxford Road 
Manchester 
M15 6LL 
United Kingdom 

Telephone	 +44 (0) 161 247 2424  
Email	 mcbf@mmu.ac.uk 
Website	 www.mcbf.org.uk 

 Like ‘Manchester Children’s Book Festival’ 
Follow: @MCBFestival

 @MCBFestival #MCBF2017

This publication is available in alternative formats.
Please contact us to discuss your requirements. 


