
Degree of Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) by Published Works  

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

 

The guidance and admissions information for PhD by Publication are currently being updated.  

Please review the following FAQs if you have any queries in the interim. 

 

1. What information is currently being produced and updated? 
Regulations, specifically for the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) by Published Works, 
are being produced to align with the recent changes made to the PhD by Publications routes. 
These regulations will be supported by a suite of policy and guidance documents which will 
provide the additional details for staff and students to support the practical implementation 
of the Regulations for PhD by Published Works. 
 

2. What are the main changes that are being reviewed and updated? 
I. Replacing the current four routes with one route called PhD by Published Works,  

to be completed within six months (full-time) or twelve months (part-time); 
II. Ensuring options for students to undertake practice or publication-based research 

are made available as part of the standard PhD. 
III. Updating the eligibility criteria to staff from Manchester Metropolitan, alumni or 

staff at institutions where the university has a partnernship arrangement.  
NB: Candidates must be graduates (or equivalent) of at least five years standing and 
have already obtained a Master’s degree. 

IV. Ensuring that the applicant’s work in the public domain has a preliminary 
assessment prior to admission by including the following in the application:  

 
a. application form;  
b. CV;  
c. full details of published work(s) to be assessed;  
d. a 2,000-word abstract;  
e. a supporting statement from their proposed advisor.  

 
3. What is the duration of the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) by Published Works? 

The standard period of registration is 6-months full-time, 12-months part time 
 

4. I am a current student on one of the PhD by Publication routes – where are the guidelines 
that I need to follow? 
If you are a current student, please email us so that we can send you a copy of the current 
guidelines. 
 

5. Who is the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) by Published Works designed for: 
Candidates with a strong academic career as evidenced by publication  
or  
Candidates who have produced a significant body of research-based work outside a 
traditional academic context (this body of work must principally be the candidate’s own 
work).  

  

mailto:gsresearchdegrees@mmu.ac.uk


 
6. What would be considered “published works”? 

A variety of research outputs, including:  
• Substantial or sole contributor to a book  
• Chapters in books  
• Papers/articles in refereed journals  
• Papers presented to conferences that are available in the published proceedings of 

the conference or are otherwise published  
• Patent applications or granted patents  
• Exhibitions or performances of which a permanent record has been made. 

 
7. How do I apply? 

 
Candidates apply via the online university admission system. 

 
Discussion must take place with a proposed advisor prior to submitting an application to 
agree and confirm the suitability of the publications, and an offer will only be made upon 
confirmation from the admitting Faculty that there is appropriate advisory support and 
resource available to support the candidate. 

 
8. Does the work have to have been published already? 

 
Yes, only published work that is available and accessible in the public domain will be eligible 
for consideration.  
 

9. How many publications are required? 
 

There is no defined number of publications. A decision on the choice, number and type of 
publications forming the proposed submission to the PhD should be taken by the 
candidate’s proposed internal advisor and the candidate in advance of enrolment.  
The range and number of publications must be sufficient, of good quality (normally of an 
acceptable national, or preferably international, standing) and comparable to that required 
for a PhD in the field.  
The work should form a coherent whole and demonstrate that the applicant meets all of the 
doctoral outcomes (see Question 15).  

 

10. Can I use work that has already submitted for a previous degree? 
No, published work which is to be submitted for the degree must not previously have been 
submitted for a degree at Manchester Metropolitan University or any other institution.  

 
11. What is the contribution to publications criteria?  

 
The following information is required: 

• For a substantial proportion of all the work submitted, the candidate must be the 
sole or senior author.  

• For a significant proportion of any jointly authored work that is submitted, the 
candidate should be the main contributor.  

• In all cases, the relevant documentation must be completed in respect of each 
publication indicating the extent (%) of the candidate’s contribution and their 
particular role/nature of the contribution towards the publication, signed by any co-



author(s) of the publication. If signatures are not possible to source, candidates 
must indicate the reasons for this prior to enrolment. 

• In the case of joint authorship, the number of publications expected will be 
apportioned accordingly. 

• The candidate must also show evidence of recent publication activity prior to 
submission.  

• Candidates who have not actively published within a five-year period prior to 
submission are not normally eligible to apply.  
 

12. What are the fees for the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) by Published Works? 
Appropriate fees are payable for the duration of the degree and for any revision period (if 
applicable). See the Postgraduate Research Fee webpage for details. 

 

13. What support will be provided to me as a student on the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy 
(PhD) by Published Works? 
Because there is no additional research required by this route, the candidate will be 
appointed an internal advisor whose role will be to: 

• Assist and guide the student where necessary to compile and complete their 
analytical commentary within the agreed timeframe 

• Provide effective support and prepare the student for their oral examination 
 

14. What training and development would be available to me? 
A programme of skills training and development is available to all students. Detailed training 
and development information is provided to all students at induction events and throughout 
their studies. 

 
15. What will be the structure and format of the final submission? 

 
The submission should clearly demonstrate a significant contribution to knowledge as is 
expected of a PhD by the traditional route (in line with the relevant QAA Qualification 
Characteristics).  

 
The submission must contain or accompany an analytical commentary, the equivalent of a 
thesis, which should not exceed the maximum word limit of 15,000 words (excluding 
ancillary data such as footnotes, bibliographies, diagrams and references) and should 
critically explore the relationship between the published work submitted and the current 
body of knowledge in the field.  

 

16. Will there be an oral examination? 
Yes, an oral examination will be conducted by the University. 
 

If you query is not answered above, please email us and we will respond to your enquiry. 

https://www.mmu.ac.uk/study/postgraduate/research-study/phd/fees
https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/quality-code/qualifications-frameworks.pdf
https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/quality-code/qualifications-frameworks.pdf
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